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Dane

| could see it in her eyes. She was just as confused as | was, if not more. She walks
next to me, almost jogging to keep pace with me as we head back to the house. Her
eyes remain low, focussing on her feet as we moved.

“Take a seat.” | tell her as | walk her into the office. She doesn’t hesitate like she did at
Moonshine and takes one of the empty chairs. She sits with her legs clamped together.
The sleeves of her top pulled down over her hands. Her face turned down in
submission.

“‘Neah?" Her back straightens as | say her name and her heart starts to race. The last
time it did that, she almost passed out

“I swear | don't know. If | did, | would tell you.” The words tumble from her mouth as
though she is fighting for her life. Sne speaks as though those words were what would
keep her alive. Something | hadn't felt in years flooded my veins and that was guilt. She
shouldn't feel like that, not around me.

‘You are upsetting her!” Aero growls

‘I shouldn't have shouted at you.” | murmur, sitting on my desk. “You didn't deserve
that.” | pause. frustrated over the other thing she told me. “You stole food?”

“l had too.” she whispers.

The more | find out about that pack and what they did to you, the more | hate them.
When the time comes, the entire lot of them will be killed. Finally something we can
agree on.” Aero murmurs

Neah’s eyes flash up to me and she bites on her bottom lip. | will eradicate her entire
past.

Contracts were simple. Every single contract | had drawn up, always favoured me. The
other side were always too far up their own asses to bother to read it or negotiate and
they always lost out. And this time, it would be Trey and his pathetic pack that would
lose everything



“Tell me about Cassandra.” | speak softly, aware that my Alpha tone puts her on edge

There was a flicker of rage across her face. It goes as quickly as it comes. | had seen it
before, when the stupid bitch had called my bride a rat. “What do you want to know?

“Everything and no lies. How long has she been with Trey?”

She shrugs her shoulders. "She has been around for as long as | can remember. Trey is
twelve years older than me. They went to schoo! together. “She's his true mate?"

Neah nods her head. “She was nice once. before | killed my parents. She used to bring
me presents, toys mostly. It all changed after she became Luna and | became nothing.”

“You didn’t kill your parents.” When would she accept it was a lie? “And you are not
nothing. Not anymore.” She puffs out her cheeks and her brow furrows.

“Talk to me.” | mutter, ignoring Aero’s rumblings

“I will be nothing when you cast me aside for a new bride.”

| roll my eyes. “Raven?”

She nods her head at me.

“‘Raven needs to learn to keep her mouth shut.” Grinding my teeth, | stare at her, | had
asked her for the truth, it was only fair | did the same. “Raven isn’'t wrong. There have
been other brides, but none that | have truly wanted by my side.”

“You killed them?”

Raven really needed to learn to keep her mouth shut. It was her that had freaked out my
other brides by telling them the same shit as she had told Neah. She was the reason
some of them had ran.

“Some of them." She nods, keeping her eyes low.

“I didn’t kill them because | was bored of them. Some were passing information back to
their old packs. Others were money grabbers, or desperate to be hanging on my arm at
all times. If | had to go do samething, they would whine at me that they weren't getting

enough attention.”

“Oh. “Raven likes to do this. She likes to test my brides. But do you know what they all
had in common?" She shakes her head



‘I never marked them. | could never bring myself to do it. Something held me back.”
Neah was the only one | had considered marking and I still couldn't figure out what it
was that drew me to her.

She’s perfect.” Aero sounds smitten Grabbing the pot of cream, she automatically
stands and lifts her top to show me her wound.

She lets out a little gasp as my fingers brush against her skin and | hear her heart skip a
beat as she closes her eyes. She had a habit of doing that too. Afraid to witness what
was happening or maybe it was a fear of looking me in the eye. | couldn't tell

My fingers pause over her stomach and she holds her breath.

“Breathe Neah.” | whisper and her heart skips a beat again.

She lets her lungs expand and tears creep out thécorner of her eyes. "I NO. don't
wantto die.” Her eyes flash => open, locking onto mine. It was.the first time since
meeting her that she trulytooked at me. Her breathing hitéhes and her lips part a little.
Content belongs to

There's a growing need inside of me, the need to make her mine so that she cannot be
claimed by anyone else. How the hell could she make me feel this way?

Mate!” Aero growls

Not possible, her Wolf isn't present.’ | tell him

Mate!’ he repeats a little louder, growing more agitated
You're wrong!"

Neah’s blue eyes are still locked on mine. The tears had stopped and her brow dips a
little as she stares at me.

‘I have to......" | mutter, turning away. | was completely thrown by how she was looking
at me, so | storm out of the office. Go back!” Aero demands. ‘Go back, we need to mark
her!’

| could feel him pushing forward, trying to break free of my control. The more he
pushes, the more | fight back. keeping him shut away. | had to get out of the house.

Striding across the grounds, | head towards the pack hospital. | wanted to know what
else Raven had told Neah Asleep at the desk, she is startled when | wake her. “What
the fuck did you say to her?”



She rolls her eyes at me. “She needs to know the truth. It's not fair if she doesn’t know
what's coming.” She rubs her eyes and yawns. “Why, has she done a runner?”

“No, she is in my office.”

“Then no harm done.” She shrugs her shoulders at me. “If you want my opinion, she is
nice, different from the others.” “lam well aware, why do you think | chose her?"

Because she is our mate’ Aero mutters gleefully.

| try to ignore his comment, he had to be wrong. Her Wolf wasn't present. It would be
impossible to know.

Raven walks around the desk, leaning on it and smiling at me. “| was right, you do really
like this one, don't you?" “She has a name.” | snap. turning on my heel and walking
away.

‘Why are you fighting it?' Aero asks as | stop in front of the house.

How do you know?’ | mutter

‘When she looked us in the eye. Her Wolf is buried deep, but it's strong. | can feel it.
Maybe even stronger than us.” Pushing open the door, | could still smell her strange

scent. | had given her another opportunity to run but she was still here.

In the office, she is sitting in a chair, hugging her legs to her chest. Aero practically
screams at me to claim her as mine. Instead | ask her why she is still here?

“You didn’t tell me to go anywhere.” She keeps her eyes low and | wondered if she
knew. "And | have nowhere to go."

“Have you looked through my stuff?” | mutter, glancing around at the paperwork on my
desk. It didn’t ook like it had been touched but that didn’t mean it hadn't.

She shakes her head at me. Her hair falls around her face.

‘I don’t tolerate lies.” | remind her. "l don’t do scheming women.

She frowns. "l didn’t look because......” She drags her teeth across her bottom lip and
her cheeks flame. “I... | can’t read.” It was completely not what | was expecting her to
say. The others, they would make up some crazy lie.

“School?”

She shakes her head. | should have guessed that she never went. Not if she has been
a slave since she was six.



“‘Raven tried teaching me a bit. But | didn't understand.”

Why didn't-Raven tell me? Was it because she actually liked Neah >> too? Because
she had never been interested in any of my other brides. In fact, she had hated every
single

one of them. Content belongs to -

‘| get it.” SRe mutters, “You regret > choosingsme. But please don't kilt me. | can work, |
can clean, | car’'do anything you need me to do.dust please don't kill me.” Content
belongsto ~

Pulling her from the chair, | plant my lips on hers.

Chapter 0009

Neah

His lips are rough and yet soft, but | pull away. He looks annoyed, frustrated, maybe
even angry as he studies me. | couldn’t be sure. His hands that had been clenched

around my upper arms, drop as he takes a step back from me.Contents belong to

| had rejected an Alpha and he was an Alpha who most likely had never been rejected
before. What had | done?

His crimson eyes hover on my face until | lower my gaze. | felt mortified that it had even
happened, it was definitely not how | expected my first kiss to go.

“You can go!” He snaps, turning away and moving to his desk.

“Go? Go where?” | whisper. Fully expecting him to throw me out of his pack.

“Out of the office!”

| pause at the door, wondering if | should apclogise. Glancing back, he was focussed on
the paperwork. He flicks his hand at me, shooing me away. Stepping out into the
hallway, | feel my cheeks burn.

“Are you okay?” A deep curious voice asks

Looking up, | see one of the men that had come to my brother’s house with Alpha Dane.
The more | looked at him, the more | saw how much he looked like Raven. The same

dark hair and dark eyes.

“We haven't really had a chance to speak. I'm Jenson.” He smiles



“‘Alpha Danes brother?" | whisper as he strides down the hallway towards me.

He smiles. “And | believe you have met my twin too.

“‘Raven?” She had just said brother, she had never mentioned that Jenson was her twin,
not that it was important. He leans against the wall next to me. “That's the one. Is
everything alright? You seem a bit..... flustered.

“Just tired.” | lie, | didn’t know who or if | could trust anyone around here. And | definitely
didn't want to spill my guts to Alpha Dane’s younger brother. “And just trying to

remember the way back to my room.”

“I can show you.” His dark eyes drift down past my face to my chest before flashing
back up. | had seen that look so many times, but not here, only at home.

“You will do no such thing!” Alpha Dane snaps as he rips the office door open.
“Shouldn't you be training right about now?”

| see how Jenson frowns and holds his hands up. “Just trying to be friendly.” Jenson
mumbles, but he has a smirk on his face before he tums and walks away.

Nene Danes crimson eyes settle on. ‘| love my brother, but | would nrefer it if you were
never alone with him. “His tone had changed from how it had been in his office?
Content belongs to

| find myself staring at him, after all, he was the ate who sent me away. Or was this
Some kind of test? My-> b other and Beta Kyle would like to test ner now and again. |
should be used.to it, but | was always aught off guard. Content belongs to a

“‘Neabh, if you have something to say, say it.” Aloha Dane presses

Hold your tongue, don’t say anything, it's a trick. | shake my head, keeping my eyes low.
“You're tired?” He asks, not pushing for more information.

| nod my head, it was the easiest answer.
“This way.”

He walks in front of me again, leading me through the maze of hallways and up a flight
of stairs before stopping in front of a familiar door.

“I shouldn’ Ehave kissed you. You were clearly taken by surprise. <> Althougit | have
control, Aero has a tendercy to break through now and agai.” He tells me as he moves
into the-bedroom, Content belongs ite) <

Who the hell is Aero?



“You were lucky | stopped him before he did anything more. While | am a little more
patient. He is not.” “Aero?” | mutter.

“My wolf.”

Now he really made no sense. How could his wolf be someone completely different?

Chapter 0010

“Trey’s wolf had a name too. right?” He mutters as he enters the bedroom lo." | find
myself frowning in confusion, as | try to make sense of his words. "He never mentioned
it..... ever.”

Alpha Dane’s crimson eyes lock on mine. He thought | was lying. | could feel it by the
way he looked at me. | really wanted to look away but found that | couldn't break the
gaze. Almost as if he was forcing me to look at him without even touching me.

Could Alpha’s do that or was it just him?

My voice drops to barely a whisper. “I swear.” | didn't know what else | could say. “I'm....
I'm telling the truth.” | stutter as he continues to stare into my eyes.

“Okay.” He mutters, yet it felt like he didn't believe me. “And | guess, because of your
binding, you never got to meet your Wolf?” | shake my head. “They come when we are
thirteen. | know that much.

He frowns but doesn’t speak. As he breaks his gaze and looks away, my body finally
relaxes, only to be met with searing pain, radiating from my stomach

Ignoring it, | stay still, watching Alpha Dane move around the bedroom. It looked as if he
was having a conversation with someone. Maybe this Aero?

| had so many questions. Did this Aero live inside of him? What happens when he
shifts? He mentioned control. Did Aero have full control when he shifted? As far as |
was aware, anyone that could shift, just shifted. They didn’t become someone else.

As Alpha Dane continued to move in a figure of eight in the bedroom. | press my hand
against my stomach. And even through the fabric of my top, my skin feels like it's on
fire.

| feel my own heart running rampant in my chest, just like when | left Moonshine for the
first time. My hands feel clammy and my mouth is dry. | reach out to grab the bedpost,
to steady myself and stop my legs buckling underneath me.

“It hurts.” | mutter as the pain radiates through me.



“‘Neah?” He spins around to look at me and | let my legs give way.

He catches me before | hit the floor, concern etched all over his face as he pulls up my
top. “Shit!

| had never felt pain like it. All the beatings, all the punishments, this was nothing in
comparison.

Alpha DaneNifts me from the floor,-~ holding aA arm under my knees and under.my

back as he raced mec” though the house and out into ‘the cool evening air. Content
bélongs to swwnovel.net

His feet potind the ground ashe ~~ moves quickly. He slams his back~ against the door
to the pack Cc” hospital, almost taking it off.« of its hinges as he forces us through.
Content belongs to

“It's not what we first thought.” He shouts out to Raven as he lowers me onto a bed.
"You need to look at this!"

He tugs up my top, ignoring me squirming in pain and then tries to hold me down so
Raven could get a better look He cups my face with one large hand. “Look at me Neah,
look at me and breathe.”

Everything burned, my entire body felt like it was tearing itself apart.

“Is this what | think it is?” Raven questions

“Yes.” Alpha Dane mutters as he holds my shoulders down.

“I'm sorry Neah. This is going to hurt.” Raven calls out

“I can help.” Another man speaks as another wave of pain shoots through me.

“Hold her legs.” Aloha Dane instructs.Contents belong to

| feel something hot and sharp press into my-stomach. | let outa scream as | thrash
against the men holding medown. They were goingto kill me Content belongs to

Moments before | pass out from the pain, | hear Alpha Dane say. “A fucking blood tie.”



