éty exit from the village.

- Their apparent purpose had been to spread word of
the Duncan family's takeover of the rare-earth mine.

The subtext in Carville's message was a call to group
together with other families to challenge the Duncan

family for profits.

Though the implication was clear, Liam couldn't shake
the feeling that something was amiss. The Padilla
family's coincidental arrival seemed almost

orchestrated by some unseen hand.

A sudden unsettling idea darted through his mind,

heightening his unease.
'_,'-.‘With a grim expression, Liam became convinced that

"

| the rare-earth mine could be at the heart of some




sudden unsettling idea darted through his mind,
f??'he'ightening his unease.
E
r With a grim expression, Liam became convinced that

the rare-earth mine could be at the heart of some

scheme.

Unaware of his suspicions, Adelina and Timothy

seized the chance to flee.

Now without the formidable might of the Star Team,
their safety on the island hung in the balance. Still
jittery, they reached out to other Sandoval family

teams for a swift assembly.

- The charade came to an abrupt close. Javier, acting

~ as an intermediary, was busy marshaling his team for




“him as peculiar. The island was already a maze i
complications, now potentially transformed into atrap

Any next steps promised increased risk.

After much deliberation, Liam still lacked a foolproof ‘
strategy. Nonetheless, he resolved to venture toward

the rare-earth mine.

He had nothing holding him back and a vendetta
against the Duncan family to pursue. Despite looming

dangers, he was dedicated to pushing forward.

Once the outsiders had departed, the villagers who
belonged to the Shipwreck Organization finally let out

a collective sigh of relief.

The old lady instructed everyone to return to their
homes, preparing to retire to her own dwelling as well.

; Yet, Julie seemed unusually somber behind her veil.

| Taking a few steps after the old lady, Julie halts




i Il l
nsuch circumstances, pursumg them would put Julle

~ atrisk.

Mulling this over, the old lady used sign language as
well. "Those outsiders are bad news. Steer clear and

avoid them until they're gone!’

But Julie's eyes were resolute as she replied, I have

to go. | believe one of them is a friend of mine!"
Of course, she was referring to Liam.

When Liam, posing as Javen from the Dark Night
Organization, had appeared, Julie sensed something
oddly familiar about him. His movements echoed

those of Liam.

Though their appearances were dissimilar, Julie
recalled Liam mentioning how disguise techmquesj.f

| could radically alter one's looks. If:
| lq







