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Chapter 601

Leonardo replied, “Let’s be real, good looking folks, male or female, are more
popular | have no interest in being a social pariah

Cornelia butted in, “Is it really okay to compare yourself to a product?“
Leonardo retorted, “I can’t win with you just stop talking to me.”
Marcus chimed in, “You should be nicer to Cornelia‘

Before Leonardo could finish his sentence, “Cornelia is the one picking on me,
and you’re on her side...” He suddenly realized something. “Marcus, are you i
nto Cornelia? Looking to put a ring on it?”

No need to guess! He already put a ring on Cornelia.
The thought made Marcus day, and he cheerfully replied. “Take a guess.”
Leonardo was left speechless.

“Who’s getting married?” The voice of Cameron, tonight’s host, rang out a few
meters behind them.

He laughed and walked over, “Marcus, heard you were here, and you brought
your wife. I've been waiting to see you. My dad’s tied up with the guests, so h
e sent me to greet

you
Marcus glanced at Cameron, replying nonchalantly. “The air’s nice out here.”

Cameron didn’t dare to ask further, not knowing if Marcus was genuinely enjo
ying the air or if there was a hidden meaning

Marcus was like a mountain to him, one that seemed impossible to overcome.

Cameron looked around, only seeing Cornelia and no unfamiliar women, “Mar
cus, where’s your wife?”



Leonardo stepped in to explain, “His wife? The only girl here is Cornelia. The
guests haven’t met Cornelia, so they assumed the girl-
Marcus brought was his wife.”

Cameron was relieved, “l see!”

His sister Natalia just started dating Marcus. If Marcus brought his wife to a pa
rty at this time, it would mean he was just messing around with Natalia.

However, his wife’s absence implied Natalia could possibly become his official
girlfriend.

He continued, “Marcus, | need to help my dad with the other guests. Make you
rself at home.”

Leonardo added, “Go do your thing We're all friends here.”

Cameron glanced at Cornelia, his gaze lingering on the necklace around her n
eck for a second. She was still stunningly beautiful.

Marcus remained
cool. “Don’t look at what you shouldn’t, or | won’t mind taking you to an eye do
ctor”

Everyone present, including Cameron, understood his words. Marcus was a st
raightforward guy, especially when it came to the people he cared about.

Cameron could only play dumb, laughing as he replied, “My eyes have been a
bit dry lately. Just visited the eye doctor yesterday, so no need to worry about

”

me.

Leonardo helped shift the focus. “Cameron, there’s a ton of guests tonight, yo
ur dad can’t handle them all You should help him out ”

“Alright” Cameron hurried off.

Once Cameron was out of sight, Leonardo turned to
Marcus, “Marc, Cameron is a friend we grew up with...”

Marcus cut him off, “You may see him as a friend, but the
feeling might not be mutual



Leonardo was left speechless. He wasnt oblivious, just thinking he could men
d their relationship and bring back the good old days. But some people and thi
ngs, once changed, can never be the same again

Ryan tried to lighten the mood, “Since we’re all here, let’s head in. We should
enjoy the party, have a few drinks, and have fun.”

Cornelia responded, “Yeah.”
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Marcus, looking down at her, asked, “Who are you looking for tonight?”

It seemed like he already knew the reason why she came to this gathering Se
eing as she couldn’t hide it from him, Comelia carne clean, “Natalia”

Marcus asked, “You don'’t trust me?”
Comelia replied “Nah, it's not that | need her for something else.”

Marcus said, “Go find whoever you want | got your back, don’t worry about an
yone else”

Cornelia responded, “Okay”

Leonardo curiously asked, “What are you two whispering about? Got some se
cret we can’t know?”

Ryan knew some things, but he couldn’t spill the beans. He quickly stopped L
eonardo, “Easy Leo, some things are better left unknown”

Leonardo asked, “Why?”

Ryan intentionally patted Leonardo’s shoulder heavily and said, “Leo, we've b
een together since we were kids. When did you get so nosy?”

Leonardo asked, ‘What are you implying?”



Ryan gave him a helpless look and then said to Marcus and Comelia, ‘Let’s g
o inside.”

Leaving Leonardo alone in the breeze.

Cameron returned to Granger with news. Granger asked, “Is this info accurate
?”

Cameron replied, “The woman isn’t his wife, just his assistant. The guests hav
en’t seen her before, so they assumed she’s his wife.”

Granger said, “Marcus is not just crafty, he’s ruthless too. He might have know
n what we’ve been up to all along. We need to figure out how to
deal with him ASAP or all our efforts will be wasted”

Cameron asked wornedly. “So what do we do now?”

Granger replied. “Keep cool, roll with the punches. Your sister is a
vital piece, make sure she’s put to good use”

Cameron nodded, “Got it.” He then said, “Dad,
| noticed that Marcus’ assistant is also weaning a ‘Heavenly Radiance’ neckla

ce

Granger turned his head in surprise, looking at Clair who was proudly showing
off the necklace around her neck to the crowd in the distance. Even without h
earing the chatter of the women, he could guess what they were saying They

must be complimenting him for buying a $30 million necklace for his wife.

The value of the $30 million necklace lay in its opulence, not its beauty

Cameron was disgruntled that his

father splurged $30 million on a necklace for that woman, but now was not the
time for infighting. They needed to band together against their common enem
y. “Dad, want me to stir up some trouble for her?”

Granger looked away.

“Do you really think Marcus would buy a $30 million necklace for his assistant
?”

Cameron replied, “So we do nothing and let her be the laughing stock tonight f
or wearing a fake.”



Granger said, “We can't just sit back and do nothing. Having someone wearin
g a fake necklace at our Reese family’s party, especially when it’s identical to
my wife’s real one, that’s an insult to me

Cameron said, “So | quietly ask her to take it off?”

Granger said, “Do you think she’ll listen to you? How sure are you that you ca
n get her to take your advice?”

Cameron felt it was impossible. There was tension between him and Cornelia,
and she didn’t like him one bit. Moreover, Marcus always protected that wom
an, making things difficult for him

Granger gave Cameron an annoyed look, “If we don’t embarrass her tonight, it
’s the Reese family that will end up humiliated”
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Just a few minutes ago

Clair was basking in the compliments of the rich ladies.

Rich Lady A said, ‘| heard last year that some mysterious tycoon splashed out
30 million bucks to get his wife a necklace called Heavenly Radiance, symboli

zing eternal love. I've been wondering who this big spender was, who could c
asually drop 30 million on a necklace, turns out it was Mr. Reese”

Rich Lady B chimed in “Mr. Reese’s love for his wife is well known in Riverton.
| don’t find it surprising at all that he’d spend big bucks on his beloved”

Rich Lady C asked. ‘Do you know why Mr. Reese is so generous?”
The other rich ladies cooperatively asked, “Why?”

Rich Lady C looked at Clair. ‘Of course, because of Mrs Reese’s beauty Com
e closer, take a good look. Mrs. Reese is not only beautiful but also looks very



young, we can’t see a single wrinkle on her face even though we’re so close t
o her.”

Clair was in her forties, indeed well—

maintained, but no matter how well you took care of yourself, you can’t defy n
ature rules, there were still some wrinkles on her face. Everyone was blindly c
omplimenting, Clair was over the moon, almost forgetting who she was, “I told
my hubby many times not to waste money on these jewels. But he wouldn't lis
ten and said that my good mood was priceless.”

Clair had achieved her current status by wrecking Mr. Reese’s original marria
ge. Everyone in Riverton’s rich circle knew about it, but society had always be
en superficial. As long as the Reese Group didn’t go belly up, and as long as
Clair was Mrs. Reese, no one cared how she got her status. They would only f
lock around her to compliment

her
While they were chatting, they heard chatter about Marcus nearby

“Word is that President Hartley showed up with his wife, they’re in the drop—
off area night now”

“What? Marcus and his wife?”

“Yeah, those who've seen them say she’s absolutely stunning, and doesn’t pal
e in comparison standing next to him”

“Let’s go check it out.”
“Hold your horses, they’ll be in soon.”

Marcus was the real big shot in Riverton, the attention of the rich ladies was in
stantly drawn to the conversation nearby.

Rich Lady A asked,

‘Mrs Reese, you guys are close with the Hartley family, have you met his wife
?”

Clair answered, “The Hartley family, the Reese family, the Wilson family, the P
etersen family, we’re like one big family, of course



we’ve met. But from what | know, Marc and his wife are not as lovey—
dovey as the outside world thinks...”

The name “Marc” used by Clair was meant to tell others about their close relat
lonship.

Rich Lady B pursued, “What do you mean?”

Clair glanced around, her gaze landing on a green potted plant, “Some things
are better left unsaid...”

Even though she said it wasn’t suitable to talk about, her eyes gave it away.
Everyone suddenly got it. Of course, some things really shouldn’t be said.

Cameron walked into the middle of the crowd, clapped his hands, and interrup
ted those discussing Marcus, “Ladies and gentlemen... The woman next to M
arc is his assistant, not his wife. The people earlier might have mistaken her b
ecause they hadn’t met Marc’s assistant before. Let’s not spread any misunde
rstandings, Marc would be upset if he found out.”

People who had seen Marcus and Cornelia were a bit disappointed. The girl w
as so beautiful and
seemed to match Marcus so well, why wasn’t she Marcus‘ wife?

Clair and the rich ladies exchanged glances, as if to say, “See, what did | tell y
ou? He comes to the dinner with his assistant, not his wife... Are they really a
s affectionate as the rumors say?”

After stopping the rumors from spreading, Cameron walked towards
Clair, “I have something to discuss with you, could you come with me?”

“Ladies, | must excuse myself.” Clair followed Cameron into a lounge, the mo
ment the door closed, their expressions changed.
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Clair asked: “What's up? Spill the beans.”

Cameron replied “Guess what, someone’s been seen sporting a fake version
of your necklace”

Clair asked “Who?”
Cameron replied “Marcus* assistant, that woman named Cornelia”

The name “Cornelia” stabbed into Clair’s heart like a thorn, making her teeth c
lench in rage. “Her again. Why is it always her?”

Cameron asked “What’s your game plan?”

Clair shot back. If she’s the one wearing the fake, then
it's her embarrassment, not mine. What’s it to me?”

Cameron replied. Tlike the way you think.”

Clair sneered “That woman won’t get another chance. I'll make sure she leave
s Riverton and never comes back.”

Cameron stated ‘Dad’s point is, either we, the
Reese family, face embarrassinent tonight, or she does. You decide.”

Clair replied “Got it”

For over two decades, she had met all sorts of people and done all sorts of thi
ngs to keep her footing in Riverton, to preserve her status as Mrs. Reese.

Dealing with a young girl? Piece of cake.

Tonight, the spotlight was on the Reese family Everyone else was just a sides
how Unless someone deliberately tried to steal the scene, they would hardly b
e noticed...

However, Marcus was the exception. No matter where he went, he was alway
s the center of attention.

When word got out that
Marcus was coming to the birthday party, everyone from the Reese family ca
me to greet him.



Granger, all smiles, shook Marcus hand and patted it ‘Marc, you finally made i
t.”

Granger had a lot of connections in the business world, and many people resp
ected his dignity, but he knew that to Marcus, he was no different from anyone
else.

He tried to cozy up to Marcus, but Marcus might not appreciate it. That didn’t
matter, though..

What mattered was how others perceived his relationship with Marcus. What
mattered was how the media reported on his relationship with Marcus.

However, Granger didn’t anticipate that as soon as he let go of Marcus hand,
Marcus assistant would hand Marcus an antibacterial wipe.

Marcus took the wet wipes and repeatedly wiped the places where Granger h
ad touched over and over again.

Granger’s face turned green, but Marcus just said indifferently, “Mr. Reese, ha
ppy birthday!”

The title “Mr Reese” sounded strangely formal.

Granger was inwardly
frustrated, but he didn’t dare show his anger. “Your concern is appreciated”

He glanced at Cameron, “Marc, I'll have
Cameron keep you company | have to greet the other guests, but I'll catch up
with you for a drink later.”

Granger finished talking, but Marcus didn’t seem interested in entertaining him
at all.

A man who would abandon his wife for a mistress couldn’t be anything good
Marcus detested such people the most.
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Cameron handed Marcus a drink, “Marc, fancy a drink?”

Before Marcus could respond, Cornelia stepped in front of him, ‘I'm sorry! Mr.
Hartley is under the weather, no drinks for him tonight”

Cameron’s brow furrowed a hint of annoyance creeping into his eyes. He was
having a conversation with Marcus, not her place as an assistant to butt in

But he held his tongue. He knew Marcus had a soft spot for this woman.

Cameron forced a smile.
“‘Ms Stewart, there’s something | want to say but not sure if it's appropriate”

Comelia, “If you think it's inappropriate, then don'’t say it.”

Cameron took his time before continuing “I feel | shouldn’t say this, but | still fe
el the need to remind you. Don’t you think you’re meddling too much in Marc’s
affairs? Whether he drinks or not should not be your concern, it should be his
wife’s. Yet, here you are stepping in

“l don’t think she’s overstepping, why do you have to make
a fuss? Marcus shot Cameron an annoyed look, adding, “My wife doesn’t wan
t me drinking”

A warm feeling
spread through Cornelia’s heart as she looked up at him. Their eyes met.

Cornelia quickly averted her gaze, looking at the ceiling, the floor, anywhere
but Marcus

Cameron, a little embarrassed, changed the subject, “Marc, you're okay with a
woman bossing you around? It’s just a woman, any woman would do, right?”

Any woman would do. That was what Marcus used to think.
But now, he couldn’t imagine if the woman he had married wasn’t Cornelia.

Marcus, “Who | marry, who | let boss me around, that’s my business, and it's
none of your concern.”



Seeing this. Clair pushed a stunned Natalia towards Marcus, ‘Marc, Natalia’s
been

talking about you non stop. She says you treat her better than her own brother
. Let her take care of you tonight...”

Marcus looked down at her, and
gave her a cold glance, “I'm married, | don’t need another woman’s company”

This statement could be taken as blunt or subtle, depending on the listener’s i
nterpretation.

Clair, acting nonchalant, continued, “Yes, everyone knows you’re married, and
we all know how in love you are with your wife Marc, why didn’t you bring you
r wife tonight?”

There had been rumors among the four families that Marcus' wife had been u
nfaithful, but he had dismissed it as a misunderstanding and warned everyone
against spreading the rumor

Marcus could control what people said, but not what they thought

Clair firmly believed that Marcus hadn’t brought his wife for a reason, either th
ey were having problems, or there were other unsavory reasons.

Despite Clair’s attempts at small talk, Marcus had no intention of engaging wit
h her further, and turned to leave.

Cornelia quickly followed him, “President Hartley...”

Marcus turned back, “Yes?”

Comelia nervously asked, “Would you consider accepting Natalia?”
Marcus‘ expression turned icy, “What are you talking about?”

Cornelia hurriedly explained, “No, not like that. | need to ask Natalia somethin
g, but her mother won'’t let her speak to me, so...”

Marcus chuckled as if he had heard something amusing, “Cornelia, do you rea
lize what you’re asking me to do?”

Cornelia looked at him hopefully. “Is it possible?”



Marcus replied reluctantly, “You go find her yourself.”
Cornelia asked, “So, | have your permission to speak to her on your behalf?”
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Marcus said, “I'll wait here, you go fetch her. | trust Clair will give the green lig
ht”

“Thank you so much, President Hartley, you're the bomb” She said, then dash
ed off like a bat out of hell

Cornelia approached Clair and Natalia “My boss wants to have a one on one
with Natalia What do you guys think?”

Clair was puzzled ‘He just gave her the brush off, and now he wants to see Na
talia alone?”

Cornelia gave a polite smile Are
you questioning my honesty? Or do you not want Natalia to meet with Preside
nt Hartley?”

This young chick, though green behind the ears, had a sharp tongue. One wro
ng step, and you’d fall into her trap

Clair had
no time to overthink. She’d rather be fooled than risk losing the opportunity for
her daughter to meet Marcus.

“Natalia Clair reached out, adjusting Natalia’s dress strap slightly, and whisper
ed, “Guys say they like sweet and innocent girls, but

not a single one can resist the allure of a mature woman Don’t always wait for
Marc to make a move, be more proactive.”

Natalia nodded, looking lost.



Cornelia didn’t catch what
Clair said, but she guessed it was nothing good, judging by Natalia’s expressi
on “Can | take Natalia now?”

Clair said. “If you can help Natalia become Marcus’ woman, and bear his child
, there will definitely be something in it for you.”

“President Hartley has already offered me plenty Cornelia smirked, as Natalia
headed towards Marcus.

Reaching Marcus, Comelia said, “President Hartley, Clair’s still watching us. C
ould you chat with Natalia for a bit?”

Marcus asked, “What should | say?”
Cornelia said, “Anything really, the cozier the better”

Marcus said, “Cornelia

Cornelia said, “Hurry up, once we’re behind the lounge door, you can drop the
act”

Reluctantly, Marcus had to lower his head slightly, pretending to chat with Nat
alia

Clair saw this, a satisfied smile crept onto her face. Once her daughter marrie
d Marcus, no one in the Reese family would dare to disrespect her.

Entering the lounge, Cornelia closed and locked the door.
Marcus took a seat by the window, leaving the talking space to Cornelia.

Natalia looked at Cornelia, then cautiously at Marcus, “Cornelia, did you use
Marc’s

name to get me here because you were afraid my mom wouldn’t let me see y
ou?”

Cornelia lightly tapped her forehead, “You’re not as
dumb as you look. Why do you always screw up?”

Natalia yelped, “Ouch...”

Comelia asked, “Where does it hurt?”



Natalia replied, “No, it’s just that you poked me and it hurt a bit.”

Natalia didn’t want to spill the beans. Cornelia could understand since they we
ren’t exactly pals. “Have you been stuck here since we last met?”

Natalia nodded.

Cornelia asked, “Does your family want you to have some sort of
connection with Marcus?”

Natalia nodded again.
Cornelia continued, “And what about you?”

Natalia was silent for a long while before she slowly said, “My life goal is to be
come Marcus’ wife. If | can'’t strive for that, | don’t know what else my life woul
d mean.”
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Once Natalia said this, Cornelia felt like there was a knife cutting
through her heart, “Natalia, you should never live for others, but for yourself. G
ot it?”

She got the point, but it was really hard for
her to live for herself, especially for someone who had always rebed on others

She camed the Reese family’s bloodline. Everything she ate, used, wote, and
so on, was all provided by the Reese family

Cameron often told her that without the Reese family’s protection, a useless p
erson like her would even be rejected if she begged

At first, Natalia would argue, believing she wasn'’t useless



But as time went on, she started to accept Cameron’s point of view, believing t
hat she couldn’t survive without the Reese family probably wouldn’t even last
a month.

She lifted her head, holding back the tears in her eyes, “Cornelia, it’s not that |
don’t want to live for myself, it’s that | can’t.”

“Who says you cant? Comelia couldn’t stand Natalia’s negative attitude, ‘Natal
ia, remind me, which university did you graduate from?”

Natalia asked. “Why do you ask?”

Cornelia replied. “You graduated from a world class university, that alone puts
you ahead of many people. And you got in through your own merit, not becau
se your family paid for it You're capable. Don’t sell yourself short, nobody has
the right to belittle you

Natalia gave a bitter smile, “So what if | got in on my own? Without the Reese
family, | wouldn’t even have the chance to get an education, let alone get into
that school” Comelia realized that Natalia’s problem wasn’t negativity but ment
al manipulation Now, Natalia urgently needed to do something to boost her co
nfidence, to show her worth, or she might fall into depression.

Cornelia then asked. ‘| heard from Bri that you guys love comic books, right?”
Natalia shook her head, what was the point of liking something?
Not important?

She said. “Cornelia, if you're not here
to help me get back with Marc, we don’t really have much to talk about.”

Cornelia was anxious, “You still want to be with him?”
Natalia nodded, “Yes.”
Cornelia was speechless.

Natalia then asked, “Cornelia, do you know what my mom is planning to do to
you?”

Cornelia replied, “I don’t care about that”



Natalia asked, “What’s most important to you then?”

Cornelia said, “Right now, it's you. | hope you can break free from your family’
s control and live the life you truly want.”

Hearing this, Natalia’s dull eyes lit up momentarily, but the light faded quickly.

Natalia chuckled, “Cornelia, you’re a good person. Even after how | treated yo
u, you still want to be friends with me. But in this world, the kinder people are,
the easier they get bullied

Cornelia said, ‘We should treat kind people with kindness. As for those who ar
e evil, if they provoke us, we can treat them in the same way"

Natalia shook her head and gave a soft laugh, “Cornelia, the person my mom
has contacted is from Rosenberg, and he’s preparing some materials for

her. If someone from Rosenberg has a grudge against you, you should be on
your guard. This is all | can do for you.”

Comelia replied, “You've already helped me a lot, thank you!”

“l should go” Before leaving, Natalia stared out the window at Marcus’ tall figur
e. She wanted to say something to Marcus several times but chickened out.

If she didn’t even have the guts to talk to Marcus, how could she dream of mar
rying him?

Cornelia asked, “Natalia, can | help you find a job?”
Natalia replied, “No need.”

A job?

Could she work? Would she even do well?
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Cornelia didn’t give up on Natalia, “lve got a mate who
has a comic studio. If you ever fancy getting a job, give me a shout, and | can
hook you up

Instead of gratitude, Natalia apologized “Cornelia. Im sorry! She opened the d
oor, only to see a man at the doorstep, making her back away in shock. “Mr. R
ivera...

Zavier Rivera chuckled ‘Ms Reese, you’re scared of me? Do | look like a ghost
to you?”

Natalia was at loss for words
He was not a ghost, but he was way scarier!
Comelia stepped forward to shield Natalia, ‘Mr Rivera, what brings you here?”

Zawier looked at Cornelia and Natalia with a sly smile, “Why don’t you take a
guess?’

Natalia hid behind Cornelia in fear, tightly gripping her clothes. “Cornelia

Comelia patted
Natalia’s hand to calm her down before turning to Zavier, “Mr. Rivera, Preside
nt Hartley is right over there.”

Zavier glanced at the two of them before heading towards Marcus, “Marc, wha
t are you hiding here for? Didn’t you come to greet me?”

Natalia whispered to Cornelia, “Does Mr. Rivera know...

Cornelia reassured her, “Don’t worry. It’s not you who spilled the
beans, it was me who figured it out first. And you don’t need to be afraid of hi
m, just try to avoid him in the future.”

Natalia nodded uncertainly.

After Natalia left, Cornelia returned to the lounge and overheard Marcus and Z
avier’s conversation.

They both had a powerful presence, looking out the window with their hands cl
asped behind their backs.



Marcus asked. “Are you in contact with the Reese family?”

Zavier responded, “Yeah, the Reese family knows you’ve pissed me off and I
m out to get you. They want to join forces with me and take you down

Marcus, “Ha Do they have what it takes?”
Zavier, “The father and son definitely don’t, but | do”
Marcus. “How do you plan to deal with me?”

Zavier, “Marc, are you sure you don’t want to hand over Skyler? As long as yo
u give Skyler back, | promise I'll never bother you again.™

Marcus. “No way.”
Zavier, “Then I'll have to steal your wife.”
Marcus, “You dare?”

Zavier turned to Cornelia with a half smile, “Ms. Stewart, how much does Pres
ident Hartley pay you a month?”

Cornelia, “I signed an NDA, can’t spill the beans.”

Zavier, “No matter how much he pays you, I'll double it if you come work as m
y assistant. How about it?”

Cornelia, “Mr. Rivera, do you think | can be bought?”
Zavier, “What if | pay you a years salary in a month?”

A year’s salary in a month, that was like making a hundred grand a month, sh
e would be a millionaire in just a year

If she worked for two years, she could retire early.
The offer was extremely tempting.

Zavier, “See, I'm stealing you right in front of your boyfriend, and he’s not stop
ping me. That means he doesn’t value you, you have no future with him.”



Cornelia, “Just because he didn’t stop you doesn’t mean he doesn’t care abou
t me, he just has confidence in me.”

Zavier, “Oh you trust him that much?”
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Comelia retorted, “If | do not believe him, do you think I'll believe you?”

Marcus didn’t utter a word His enchanting eyes, hidden behind his glasses, sq
uinted slightly as he silently observed Cornelia

Zavier chuckled, “If there’s a man who acts like he’s head over heels for you e
very day, but flips around and gets cozy with other women, do you think you c
an trust a man

like that?”

Comelia frowned, clearly pissed off, “The incident from that day only you know
it best. He didn’t do anything, no one should speak ill of him.”

That Cornelia would defend him didn’t surprise Marcus one bit.

What did surprise him was something else Comelia had witnessed “Marcus” b
etraying her with her own eyes, but after hearing his explanation, she quickly c
hose to believe him, and regardless of what anyone else said, she didn’t doub
t him anymore.

It felt really good to be trusted unconditionally

A warm feeling surged into Marcus heart at an unprecedented speed, causing
ripples....

He slowly moved to Cornelia’s side, reached out his hand to hold hers. ‘Zavier
, allow me to introduce you to my wife—Cornelia”

My wife! Cornelia!



He emphasized the title my wife.

He didn’t want to wait
any longer. He wanted the whole world to know, he wanted to tell everyone, C
ornelia was his wife.

Cornelia was Marcus* wife!

“‘President Hartley... Cornelia didn’t expect Marcus to “expose her identity so
directly in front of Zavier.

She was caught off guard and was at a loss for what to do

Zavier was also caught off guard by Marcus suddenly exposing Comelia’s ide
ntity. He had planned to stir things up by using the fact that Cornelia didn’t kno
w Marcus was Jeremy

It seemed this plan had to be scrapped

Zavier extended his hand to Cornelia, “Mrs Hartley, nice to meet you!”
Cornelia replied, “Mr. Rivera, just call me Cornelia”

Being addressed as Mrs. Hartley sounded strange.

After all, the name of her spouse on her marriage certificate was Jeremy.

“President Hartley,
[, 'm hungry. I'll go find something to eat.” With that, Cornelia quickly left the |
ounge.

She couldn’t handle this situation, better let them sort it out on their own. She
needed to get out of there.

Watching Cornelia leave, Zavier withdrew his gaze after Marcus. “Marc,
| really envy you for having such a thoughtful and understanding wife.”

Marcus replied indifferently. “Your wife is also good, you just don’t know how t
0 appreciate her.”

Zavier retorted, “She’s good? The brutal murderer who killed my only child, wh
at’s so good about her?”



Marcus responded, “Zavier, weren’t you the one who really killed the baby in
Skyler’s belly?”

Hearing this, Zavier's eyes immediately turned red, as if they were about to bl
eed, “Marcus, if you don’t stop spouting nonsense, | won’t be polite.”

Marcus shot back, “You messed up but aren’t man enough to admit your mist
akes. Instead, you blame everything on a woman, your own wife. Zavier, can
you stoop any lower?”

Zavier clenched his fists and swung at Marcus, Tl make you pay!”
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Chapter 610

Marcus nimbly dodged Zavier’s attack, “You're no match for me, stop wasting
time!

Zavier halted his attack, straightened his shirt. “You've always wanted to know
who'’s

been colluding with me behind your back, aiming to bring you down. Now | ca
n tell you, that person is also from the Hartley family hahaha

Actually, Zaver didn’t need to say it out loud, Marcus already had the answer i
n his heart, and he was not surprised.

Moreover, Marcus believed that Zavier was not the only one that person had c
ontacted. That person would reach out to all possible forces against him.

After all, Marcus was the one who defeated that person and put him in jail for
a full ten years, not a day less

Ten years was enough to change many people’s destinies
Ten years ago, he was just a naive teenager

Ten years ago, he had taken over the Hartley Group for less than two
years and was still facing many challenges



But now, ten years later, he was no longer young, no one questioned his abiliti
es, and the Hartley Group was firmly in his hands. No one could shake his pos
ition

Marcus adjusted his glasses, “He’s never disappointed me.”

Zavier chuckled, “Marc, | always thought father son battles were a thing of the
past, interesting to see it still happens.”

Marcus didn’t answer, his gaze was deep, as if he could see into the depths of
hell.

4
Zavier added, “There’s something else | need to tell you today”
Marcus asked, “What is it?”

Zavier said, “Manuel wants to see you, will you agree?”
Marcus asked, ‘Is he back in Riverton?”

Zaver said, “Not only is Manuel back in Riverton, but he’s also at this Mansion
. He’s waiting for you in the car outside.”

Manuel, already 101 years old, was the founder of the Riverton Chamber of C
ommerce and had made great contributions to Riverton’s reform and develop
ment

Therefore, although he had
retired for many years and no longer held real power, many business people s
till respected him, and his words still carried weight.

Marcus didn’t have much interaction with Manuel and didn’t know why Manuel
wanted to see him, but out of respect for his elder, he went along with Zavier.

Leaving the lounge and passing through less crowded areas, Comelia made h
er way to the dining area.

She had an early lunch and was a bit hungry now



The main banquet hadn’t started yet, and the dining area had various snacks
and pastries, but no main courses or meat, which was a bit disappointing for C
ornelia.

Although she didn’t find anything

she liked, she still picked up a small plate of pastries, ordered

a glass of freshly squeezed orange juice from a waiter, and sat in an inconspic
uous corner to eat slowly.

Not long after she started eating, Leonardo and Ryan, who had disappeared f
or a while, came over and sat on either side of her.

Leonardo held two glasses of fruit wine in his hand, handed one to Cornelia, “
Cornelia, let’s have a drink.”

Comelia took the wine but didn’t drink it, “I'm about to have my period, | don’t
want to drink.”

Leonardo, “Why are you telling me this?”

When a woman talked about her penod to a man with no reservations, there ¢
an only be two possible explanations.

First, the woman and the man were a couple or lovers.

Second, the woman had never seen the man as the opposite sex, but as a clo
se friend.
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