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Chapter 1251

“‘Even a three-year-old kid knows what’s important, at least they know to
follow instructions.” Even when drunk, Comelia remembered that Marcus
never gave his health a second thought

“‘Look at him! No matter how much | rag, he never learns to take care of
himself Always putting work above food and rest Cornelia’s voice was getting
angrier, Tve told him over and over again, he’s not made of steel! He’s a flesh
and blood human being. He can get sick. He can feel pain”

You're absolutely right Ben said. No matter how powerful President Hartley is
in the business world, no matter how strong his business skills are, he’s just a
flesh and blood human being like us when facing illness He can get sick, feel

pain he..”

Suddenly, Ben stopped talking Over the phone, his heavy breathing and a low
grow! like a small animal, as if he was trying hard to hide some emotion,

Comelia was drunk too. If she hadn’t been, she would have noticed something
different about Ben. Not knowing what was going on with Ben, a drunk
Cornelia kept mumbling Ben, you have to know that Marcus was seriously
shot once. Because he didn’t get appropriate treatment in time, he was left
with some after-effects This illness makes his hand always cold, sometimes
even as cold as ice. You have to remind him, especially when the weather is
cold, to keep himself warm and not to freeze.” Ben was with Marcus for many
years and was present when Marcus was injured Being a part of it, he knew
better than Cornelia how serious Marcus’s injury was, and he understood how
dangerous the whole thing was.

But so many years had passed, he seldom saw Marcus feeling unwell, so he
thought Marcus’s wounds had healed. Only recently, he found out that
Marcus’s condition was much more serious than what he saw

Ben suddenly said very seriously, Comelia, you are the best girl | have ever
met If President Hartley could hear what you said, | think he would be very
happy” Comelia drunkenly said. Then let Marcus pick up the phone. | want to
tell him, | can tell him whatever he wants to hear”



Ben wished Marcus could pick up the phone, but at the moment, Marcus was
critically ill, and no one knew if he could make it. He took a deep breath,
“President Hartley is temporarily unable to answer your call. If he could, he
would definitely answer your call as soon as possible”

Cornelia laughed again, “Ha ha, I'm just joking, don’t take it seriously | just
remembered, Marcus and | are divorced, we don’t have any relationship
anymore. Im just an Insignificant ex-wife to him now, | shouldn’t interfere in his
business.

Upon hearing Comelia’s words, Ben immediately began to explain, “Cornelia,
there is a reason for everything Marcus does. Don’t blame him, okay?

“Blame him? What right do | have to blame him? Cornelia was drunk and
dizzy lost in her own world, talking non stop, “Where did he go? Where is he?
Let him talk to me. Im not going to eat him, why does he have to hide from
me?”

Ben knew why, but he didn’t dare to say it, so he remained silent.

At this point, Cornelia suddenly switched topics, | worked my ass off to get the
position of CEQ’s assistant but he dismissed me with a single word and gave
my job to a newcomer who just joined the company. And that newcomer was
my sister, Tahlia Everyone, including me at first, thought he did this only
because of me. But not long after, things started to spiral out of control. We
divorced,’

Ben knew in his heart that things hadn’t spiraled out of control everything was
under Marcus’s control, all within his plans

Even, Marcus had anticipated that Cornelia would file for divorce. The only
thing Marcus hadn’t anticipated was that Cornelia filed for divorce earlier than
he had expected.

Ben said, “Cornelia, go on
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Chapter 1252

“What do you want me to say?” Comelia asked

“Whatever you want Ben said

“‘But | don’t wanna talk anymore, I’'m beat. Ben, you're a good guy, you helped
me a lot when | first started working. | appreciate that. If we don’t get a chance

to work together again, then see ya” Comelia said.

After saying this. Cornelia wanted to hang up, but Ben stopped her, ‘Cornelia,
don’t hang up, | have a lot to say to you.”

He was getting frantic.

What is it?” Cornelia was puzzled.

-

Ben, usually a smooth talker, was now stuttering at the crucial moment.

“If you don’t have anything to say, I’'m gonna hang up Cornelia was fed up.
“Comelia, | like you! Ben said.

To stop Comelia from hanging up, Ben had to throw caution to the wind. He
didn’t care anymore, as long as he could hear Comelia’s voice.

Cornelia responded coldly, “Oh, | don't like you.”

“Then just chat with me a bit more. | want to hear your voice.” Ben felt
goosebumps all over.

Comelia frowned in displeasure, “Ben, you are acting really weird”
Ben was stuttering more and more, “I, | just...

“'m hanging up. We better not contact each other again if there’s nothing
important Cornelia said.

Comelia hung up directly



She was thirsty from all the talking and wanted to drink water, but in her daze,
she drank the wine in her glass instead. She coughed violently because she
drank too quickly. After finally stopping, Cornelia randomly pressed keys on
her phone, Jeremy, | choked, and you wouldn’t even get me a glass of
water?”

Hannah handed Cornelia a glass of water, “You’ve already hung up. No one
can hear you yelling at your phone. If you still care about President Hartley
and have things to say, call him, or meet him for a serious talk.”

Cornelia blinked and tried to open her eyes wide to look at Hannah, “Who are
you? Oh, | remember, you’re Hannah, my good friend.”

Hannah nodded, “Yep, I'm your good friend”

“‘Have you seen Jeremy?” Comelia looked around, even lifted the tablecloth to
check underneath, “Where’s Jeremy?”

Cornelia was running around in circles anxiously, ‘Hannah, Jeremy was just
here, where did he suddenly disappear to? Jeremy, Jeremy, stop hiding,
come out”

Comelia felt danger coming, her heart started to hurt. She was panling for
breath, her heart felt like it would explode at any moment.
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Cornelia was in such excruciating pain that her face turned pale and her body
convulsed wolently, sending Hannah into a panic.

“Nelly, Nelly what s wrong with you? Hannah asked

Cornelia curled her body, tears dropping like a waterfall that wouldn’t stop,
quickly drenching her cheeks



“It hurts, it hurts so much Cornelia salil
Hannah asked Where does it hurt? I’'m calling an ambulance”
Cornelia lifted her hand, placing it over her heart, Here”

Seeing this, Hannah cancelled the emergency call she was just about to
make, then picked up Cornelia’s phone. You silly goose, don'’t just bear the
pain alone, let him know. I'll call Marcus for you right now”

Cornelia shook her head, “No. I've said it before. We’re over, and I've said we
should never contact each other again. | dont want to be that woman who cant
let go, the one frowned upon

Hannah said, “I'm not asking you to beg him to get back together. You need to
tell him that you once loved him deeply, and he’s the one who lost you.”

“No.” Intense pain seemed to want to devour Cornelia, but more than the pain,
the inexplicable panic rising from the bottom of her heart scared her more. It
was as if she was about to lose something very important in her life.

Hannah didn’t know about the panic in Cornelia’s heart. She picked up
Cornelia’s phone, slid it, then scanned it over Cornelia’s face, and the phone
was immediately unlocked. After unlocking, Hannah wanted to find Marcus’s
number from the contacts, but there were only a few familiar numbers in
Cornelia’s contacts.

Marcus’s wasnt there at all

Hannah took out her own phone, found Marcus’s number, and used Comelia’s
phone to dial, but the screen showed it couldn’t be dialed.

Turned out Cornelia had blocked Marcus’s number Such a stubborn girl!

Hannah carefully urblocked Marcus’s number and dialed for Comelia again,
but the phone rang for a long time and no one answered

Hannah looked at the phone, helplessly shook her head, “Nelly She didn’t
know how to comfort Cornelia anymore.

“Hmm?” Cornelia asked.



Hannah thought for a moment, “I booked a room here. You go sleep off the
alcohol

Cornelia said, “Okay. But | need to call Jeremy tell him where | am. He'll worry
if he finds out | didn’t come home tonight”

Cornelia found her phone in a daze. Even in this state, she could clearly enter
Marcus'’s number.

After entering the number, she pressed the dial button. No one answered the
call, but she talked into the phone anyway, “Jeremy, Hannahs in Riverton for
once. I'm going to hang out with her, won’t be coming home tonight. | know, I'll
take care of myself. You take care of yourself too”

With that, Cornelia hung up.
Hannah was silent for a moment.

She suddenly started to worry, worried that if Cornelia suppressed her
emotions for too long it would have negative effects. But soon, Hannah
realized she was overthinking Because when Cornelia woke up after a good
sleep, she seemed unaffected

Seeing the radiant Cornelia, Hannah would even mistake her for not being the
same Cornelia who was talking nonsense after getting drunk yesterday
afternoon.

“Nelly, are you okay?” Hannah couldn’t help but ask.
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Cornelia said, “What'’s the big deal? Let’s go grab some breakfast. The hotel
has a ton of options and they’re pretty good. We can stuff ourselves and then
I'll go house hunting with you”



Hannah eyed Cornelia, wondering if the girl had split personalities. Cornelia
said, “Why are you staring at me like that? Is there something on my face?”

Hannah asked “You remember I'm looking for a house? Do you also
remember what happened after you got drunk?”

Cornelia said, “People always say you forget what you do when you're drunk,
but anyone who'’s been drunk knows, alcohol makes you sharp”

“So..” Hannah wasn’t sure what Cornelia meant

Cornelia said, “Letting out all the emotions you keep bottled up is actually a
good thing. Once it’s all out | can really let go of the past and start fresh,”

“You re amazing!” Hannah spread her arms wide and hugged Cornelia.

Cornelia smiled, “You have to go through a few hiccups to grow. After all
these curveballs, I'll make myself tougher

“Just don’t get too tough, remember we’re here for you.” Hannah said
“Sure” Cornelia said.

Hannah had money to burn. She took a liking to a house in Blueshell
Mansion, paid the deposit right away and bought it in a few days.

On moving day, Cornelia was there with Hannah She had just submitted her
comic. The new one hadn’t started yet so she was free. But once Hannah was
settled in Riverton, Cornelia would start on her new comic

That day, the two of them stood in front of Hannahs new floor to ceiling
window with a sea view Hannah suddenly said, “Cornelia, you're Nelly Belly
night?”

“‘Huh?” Cornelia asked in surprise
Hannah said. “Are you still hiding your pen name?

Cornelia said, “| wasn’t trying to hide it from you, just didn’t want to mix work
and personal life. How did you find out?”

Hannah said. “The other day | picked you up, went outside your studio. | saw
the name, San Manga Studio”



Cornelia apologized, I’'m sorry That was careless of me

Hannah shook her head, “It’s no biggie. Foriver Entertainment bought the
rights to your comic, and they want me to play the lead. I'm tempted but my
agent is not so keen”

Cornelia nodded, “l understand. It's a warm and cozy style, no drama. If it's
not done right, it can easily come off as boring.”

“Isn’t life like that? Most of the time it’s pretty mundane, and that’s the life |
want Hannah said

“Yeah People’s daily life is pretty mundane, that's why they want to watch
exciting entertainment. Il TV shows are just about daily life, people probably
wouldn’t want to watch Cornelia said.

Hannah said with a smile, “Whether the audience likes it or not, | don’t know.
But | do know | absolutely love your comics, I'm a huge fan.”

Hannah turned around, took a comic book from a box. “Nelly Belly, hurry up
and sign this for me, | want your autograph.”

“You bought a physical copy?” Cornelia exclaimed in surprise

Hannah laughed, “As a huge fan, of course | have to get the physical copy.
How else can | call myself a fan?”

Cornelia could only shake her head in disbelief. She picked up a pen and
signed for Hannah, adding, “Wishing Hannah happiness every day”
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Cornelia’s words were like a warm current, soothing Hannah'’s heart Meeting
Cornelia in the crowd, Hannah felt it was the luckiest thing that happened to
her in her life.



She smiled and asked, “Nelly, do you know how much | like you?
Cornelia raised an eyebrow, ‘How much?”

“Very, very much Hannah said.

“l like you too” Cornelia said.

“‘How about we live together? Hannah suddenly proposed.

Cornelia replied with a smile, ‘Sure. Reserve a room for me in your mansion,
so | can come and stay anytime.”

Hannah said, ‘I live alone in a flat. All other rooms are empty, so pick
whichever you want

“That one will do Cornelia pointed out casually

Hannah generously said. “Okay, I'll leave the biggest secondary bedroom for
you!

Just then, Hannah'’s phone rang. “Nelly, | need to take this call”
Comelia nodded

Hannah answered the call and heard the security guard’s voice, “Miss
Hannah, theres a woman and a kid carrying two big bags claiming to be your
mother, Pandora and your brother, Farley | didn’t quite believe them, but they
gave your number”

Hannah said, ‘They are indeed my mother and brother let them come up.”

After hanging up, Hannah turned to Cornelia and said, “My family is here It
was a family gathering moment, Cornelia didn’t want to intrude. “Then | should
leave. You guys. have a good time

Hannah looked rather upset, “Have a good time? Not everyone wants to be
with their family, and not every family is full of love.”

Cornelia didn’t know much about Hannah'’s family situation But judging by
Hannah's tone, it seemed like she didn’t have a good relationship with her
family.



Now Cornelia couldn’t just leave Then I'll go to your study. If you need me just
call.”

“Okay Thank you for staying with me” Hannah smiled, Pandora has always
been dominant. She’s definitely going to question me about my divorce. She
probably thinks I’'m a loser who cant even keep a man

Cornelia advised, ‘Don’t jump to conclusions.”

In the midst of their conversation, Hannah'’s family had arrived. She waited for
Cornelia to go to the study before she went to open the door. When the door
opened, a woman and a boy were standing there.

Pandora looked about fifty, dressed in a plain blue t-shirt and black trousers,
carrying a big bag on her back. The bag seemed so heavy that she couldn’t
stand straight. Farley looked around fourteen or fifteen, still very young. But
he was much taller than Hannah. He too was carrying a big bag on his back.

Whether his bag was lighter or he was just stronger, he stood quite straight
“‘Mom “Hannah called out and jutekly stepped back to let them in

Pandora brought the bag into the room, put it down in an open space, and
looked around. “This is the house you just spent a fortune on?

Hannah nodded obediently like a child who had done something wrong, “Yes”
She was afraid that Pandora would scold her for spending money recklessly

Pandora said, “This place doesn’t look too bad”
‘Really Hannah's eyes lit up, “Really”
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Pandora said, “Your place is pretty decent’



Hannah flashed a smile. “| spent a good chunk of change on it you know.”

Pandora didn’t pick up on Hannah's hint, instead, she opened the big bag she
brought and started to unpack. These are some local goodies from back
home”

Hannah responded, “I've told you countless times, | can get anything | want
here, and you don’t need to haul so much stuff each time you come You
lugging such a big bag around, its exhausting, not to mention a pain when
you’re on a plane or train”

“Can what you buy here really compare with the stuff from home?” Pandora
retorted, somewhat peeved

Hannah was speechless. She had a point. Some things, were indeed only
delicious when they were from home. No matter how expensive the stuff she
bought here, it just didn’t have that authentic taste

Pandora continued. Remember these com cakes? You used to gobble them
up. | don’t know if you still like them, but | brought a big bag just in case. And
there’s also these......

Hannah just looked on, silently listening. Suddenly, Farley rushed up to
Hannah and threw his arms around her, “| ve missed you.” Hannah chuckled
and asked, “How’s your grades? You're graduating next year, think you can
make it into a top high school?”

*Can we not talk about school the moment we meet? Farley let go of her, a
touch annoyed

“You're a student, what else should we talk about? Hannah said.

Farley frowned, “You don’t have to worry about my grades, why don’t you
focus on your own stuff? “What did you say? Hannah grabbed Farley’s ear,
Tm your sister, if | dont look out for you, who will? “Hannah, you should sort
out your own stuff before you start meddling in mine.” Farley said.

Hannah stared in disbelief, “You dare to talk back to me? You’ve got some
nerve



“'m almost an adult, stop pulling my ear all the time, | have my own dignily
Farley didn’t back down Hannah pouted, “Even if you're eighteen, or eighty.
I’'m still your sister. If | want to pull your ear, | will

“Is that why Mr. Dixon divorced you, because you were always yanking his
ear?” Farley said

Suddenly, the conversation shifted to Steven and the atmosphere became
tense. Hannah glanced at Pandora nervously, thinking that the storm she had
been expecting was about to hit. She braced herself for the impending storm.

Unexpectedly, Pandora said, “Steven divorcing Hannah is his loss. Our
Hannah he’s young and beautiful. It's not like no one would want her. If
nobody does, she can stay single It's a modern age now, there are more and
more women who are single and childless, what’s one more?”

Farley chimed in, “Hannah, if no one wants you, I'll take care of you

“Who needs you to... Hannah was expecting a lecture from Pandora, but she
never expected to hear such words, and her eyes welled up. “Mom...”

“Do you really want to make me watch you cry? Pandora looked disgusted

The tears that were about to fall from Hannah’s eyes suddenly stopped, No, |
don'’t like crying”

Pandora chuckled. ‘If you want to cry, just let it out. There’s no one else here,
no one’s going to laugh at you.”

Hannah asked. “You're really not upset about me getting divorced?*

Pandora looked at Hannah, her eyes filled with sympathy, “Why would | blame
you? Its just a divorce, it’s not like you did anything illegal”

“You didn’t want to marry Steven in the first place, you only did it because you
needed money for family medical bills. You’ve spent so long without freedom,
now that you finally have it, | should be happy for you” Pandora took a deep
breath, a relaxed expression on her face.
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Hannah whispered. “You used to chirp in my ear every day, telling me to live a
good life with him, and kept reminding me that no woman in our family had
ever been divorced. Why is that?”

Pandora lightly tapped her forehead, “I was wishing you guys a happy life,
would | want you to divorce? As for the fact that no woman in our family has
ever been divorced, am | not allowed to say that?”

Hannah pouted You hit me again”

Pandora retorted, “Without a few knocks, you wouldn’t think, wouldn’t consider
for yourself. You’ve always been like this, putting family first and yourself last.”

As she spoke, Pandora’s eyes were suddenly rimmed with red, but she didn’t
want to cry in front of Hannah, ‘Farley, what are you standing around for?

Hurry up and get out what i brought, put what needs to be in the fridge in the
fridge

Farley tried to dodge, | just got here, haven’t even had a drink.

“There are cups and a water dispenser over there, go pour some water
yourself. I'll sort out these specialties Hannah said

“‘Hannah..” Farley suddenly became very serious.

“What’s wrong?” Hannah was a bit nervous

‘| love you so much” Farley whispered.

Hannah suddenly relaxed, her nose tingling, “Me too.”

Hannah also deeply loved her family. Back then, she had no job, no income,

and her father Jeo was senously ill and needed money. So when Steven
found her, she agreed to his terms without hesitation.



Although she and Steven registered their manage and became legally married
under the protection of the law, she did not tell her parents about the marriage
because of her

inner unease.

It wasn’t until Hannah transferred a large sum of money home for Jea’s
treatment that Pandora sensed something was wrong and called to inquire,
and Hannah confessed to the marriage. At that time, Pandora asked her,
“Dixon is the president of the Dixon Group. Such a wealthy man, he must not
lack women around him, why would he marry you?’

Pandora was very sensitive, and it was hard to deceive her. So, Hannah told
Pandora about the deal between her and Steven.

After listening, Pandora was silent for a long time, then said ‘Since you're
married, whatever the reason, you should live a good life with him from now

”

on.

At that time, Hannah actually hoped that Pandora would reprimand her,
criticize her for not loving herself, or say something else, but Pandora did not.

At that time, Hannah was very disappointed. Sshe thought Pandora loved
money more than she loved her.

For these reasons, after the divorce this time, she did not tell her family and
did not go home immediately, but came to Riverton to find Cornelia. A few
days ago, Pandora called to inquire about her situation, and Hannah told
Pandora that she was divorced.

Pandora listened, and did not react too much, just calmly said, “It’s your life.
You make the decisions

Yes, Hannah'’s life should be her own to decide. But occasionally, she also
hoped that Pandora would interfere in her life and make her feel cared for

Today, Pandora brought homemade specialty foods and the increasingly
sensible Farley to visit. After Farley finished drinking water, he came over to
help sort out the luggage. Pandora was quick and soon took out all the food
from the bag, “I made these cornbread and hot sauce. Gonna make some for
you at lunch today”
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Hannah said, “It's been ages since I've had a real taste of home Thanks,
mom!”

Pandora replied, “Last time when Steven came over with you, | noticed he
seemed to enjoy my cooking, so | sent him a pack of cornbread and some hot
sauce before | left” “Steven doesnt really like those foods, so please don’t
send him anything in the future. It would be a waste if he just throws them
away. Plus, his girlfriend could get the wrong idea and think we’re up to

something.” Hannah said

Pandora explained, “Steven helped us when we were down and out. We
should be grateful. | couldn’t offer him much, so | just sent him some local
goodies. | didn’t mean anything by it

‘Let it slide this time, but please don’t do it again” Hannah said.

+

Alright Pandora raised her hand and caressed Hannah’s face. “Don’t worry,
sweetheart”

Pandora was a strong willed woman, a real fierce woman at home. Hannah
hardly saw her gentle side growing up. But today, the way Pandora was
looking at her, calling her name so tenderly, Hannah'’s heart was melting.

“Mom, just spit it out.” Hannah said
Remember, first you're you, then you’re a daughter or a sister. No matter what
comes your way in the future, don’t forget, you’ve got family. We ve got your

back.” Pandora

reminded



It turned out. Hannah was not alone She had family and friends. That was her
rock. Why did she foolishly think at one point, that if she lost Steven, everyone
would turn their backs on her?

‘Do you understand? Pandora asked

Hannah sniffed and nodded, “Yeah, | got it

Pandora said, “There’s one more thing | need to tell you”
“What is 17” Hannah asked

‘Over the years, you've sent quite a bit of money home, and Steven has been
pretty generous with us. So Jeo and | saved up some money. We bought two
houses with it, one for you and one for Farley” Pandora said

Hannah said “I have a place to live, you don’t have to.

Pandora cut her off, “You can choose not to live at home, but you must have a
house of your own. This way, no matter what you do, you can have peace of
mind. Even in the worst case scenano, you’ve got a safety net”

Hannah looked at Farley who was busy tidying up and said, Farley is about to
start high school, and then he’ll go to college. Money will be needed for lots of
things.” “You dont need to worry about his tuition. He's not only self-sufficient,
he can even bring in money for the family” Pandora said

“Oh? Farley, how do you manage that? Hannah asked curiously
“It’s just the usual stuff, nothing special. Farley replied.
“You little rascall’ Hannah chuckled.

Pandora said, “Although Farley may seem like a fun loving food-loving kid in
everyday life, he’s a real brainiac. His grades are top-notch. He ranked first in
the city this year so top high schools are fighting to recruit him. Not only did
they waive his tuition, they also awarded him a scholarship of several
thousand dollars.”

Hannah was surprised. ‘Farley is that brilliant?

Farley gave her a ‘you’re just realizing how awesome | am” look.



Hannah said proudly ‘Farley have top high schools fighting over him and also
get a scholarship, His future is definitely going to be bright.
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Farley smirked, saying, “Well, duh.”
Hannah retorted, “Don’t get too cocky Right, Mom?”

Pandora chuckled, “Farley will have plenty of options in the future. But | think
it's up to him. He can go wherever he wants”

Hannah sighed, “Mom, Farley and | are both your kids with Jea. Why is he so
good at studying while | was always a slow leamer? | barely scraped by with a
bachelor’s degree”

“‘Everyone has their strengths Your academic performance may not be stellar,
but you have strong leadership and empathy. That's why you won an award
for your acting. even though you didn’t graduate from a acting school’
Pandora explained.

Pandora was never good at giving compliments, so Hannah rarely got praised
by her. Thus, Hannah always thought Pandora didn’t think she was good
enough.

But today she realized she was indeed the best daughter in Pandora’s eyes

Cornelia was right. Kids should communicate more with their parents. They
shouldn’t think their parents don’t love them and feel afraid to come home.

Thinking of this, Hannah remembered Cornelia was still in the study, ‘Mom,
Farley, | have a friend here at home. Let’s go meet her”

“What friend?” Pandora asked.



Hannah ran to the study, opened the door, and found Cornelia engrossed in
her drawing, not eavesdropping on their conversation Hannah called her,
“‘Nelly*

Cornelia looked up and saw Hannah looking happy guessing that she must
have sorted things out with her family Hannah pulled her along and
introduced. This is Pandora and Farley, my mom, and my brother”

Pandora glanced at Cornelia standing at the door and guessed, “You must be
Comelia, right?”

“Hello How did you know I'm Cornelia?” Cornelia asked.

‘Hannah mentioned you. She rarely talks about her friends to us, but you’re
one of them Pandora said.

“When tid | mention Nelly?” Hannah asked.
Pandora replied, You may not remember but | do.”
“‘Really?” Hannah was surprised

Over the years, Hannah and Pandora’s relationship wasn’t close. Whenever
they talked on the phone, it was just polite chitchat. She even forgot she had
mentioned Cornelia She forgot, but Pandora remembered.

Did this mean Pandora cared more about her than it seemed? Maybe.
Pandora naturally liked Hannah'’s friend, ‘Nelly, | brought some homemade
cornbread and Mexican hot sauce. | don’t know if you like them. | know you’re

from Rosenberg. You guys have corbread there too, but the way you make it
might be different from ours.”

Hannah exclaimed in surprise, “Mom, how did you know Nelly is from
Rosenberg?”

“I know a lot of things.” Pandora smirked.
“That’s great, | love it. Can help you make them? Cornelia’s eyes sparkled.

“No need. You guys go have fun. | can handle it Pandora said. With that, she
turned and headed to the kitchen.



Farley looked at Cornelia and said, “You're very pretty”
“You’re handsome too. Cornelia complimented.

Farley blushed, “So, do you have a boyfriend?

“Why do you ask?” Cornelia asked

Farley’s face turned even redder, “If you don’t, can | be your boyfriend when |
grow up?”

Before he could finish speaking. Hannah grabbed his ear, “You little devil, how
old are you? Instead of focusing on your studies, you're after my friend”

Farley argued. “I said when | grow up”

‘Go read in the study. You’re not leaving without my permission.” Hannah
said.

“‘Aw, | don’t want to” Farley sulked.
Hannah raised an eyebrow, ‘Even if you don’t want to, you have to.”

Farley looked like he was about to cry and quickly tattled, “Mom, Hannah'’s
bullying me again!”
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Chapter 1260

“If you run to mom every time someone bullies you, how are you gonna get a
girlfriend? Hannah said.

Farley didn’t respond.

Awkwardness filled the air. Cornelia was amused by Hannah and Farley’s
banter. Clearly, they got along really well. That was something she didn’t have



Cornelia finally found Tahlia, but before they could really settle into life
together, Tahlia left. Every time she thought of Tahlia Marcus would creep into
her mind.

When she really thought about it, it had been half a month since she and
Marcus split. They hadn’t crossed paths since their last court meeting

This was what she wanted, but in the depths of the night, feelings she
shouldn’t have would creep up on her

Suddenly, her phone started buzzing non stop. Cornelia took out her phone,
and a bunch of messages from a strange number flooded her screen.

The first one read (I told you, Marcus and Jeremy are not the same person,
but you didn’t believe me

The second one read [Watch the video | sent you, you'll see the real Marcus
Then, a video was sent

Without hesitation, Cornelia deleted all the messages and blocked the number
Shortly after another strange number called

Cornelia guessed it was probably Brennen. She didn’t want to listen to his
nonsense, so she hung up. But he kept calling, even when he had to switch
numbers.

Cornelia couldn’t take it anymore, so she picked up. “Who is this?

On the other end, sure enough, Brennen’s voice came through. “You know
damn well who this is why ask?”

“‘Marcus and | are done Whatever problems you guys have, sort it out
yourselves, dont involve me.” Cornelia said

This news stunned Brennen, You guys split? You could bear leaving him? He
could bear leaving you?”

“So why exactly are you calling me? Cornelia asked.

Brennen replied. “You have to watch the video | sent you. After you do, give
me a call”



Cornelia responded. “l won’t watch it

*Cornelia, what are you so afraid of? Afraid of the truth? if you really trust
Marcus, what'’s there to be scared of?” Brennen said.

Cornelia chuckled lightly, “Your provocations won’t work on me!
“Heh, in that case, let Marcus await his late. Brennen said.

“Brennen, Marcus is your own flesh and blood. Even a brutal tiger wouldn'’t eat
its own cubs. Look at what you’ve done to him. Now you’re even cursing him
to die. Having you as a father is his biggest misfortune in life Cornelia
frowned.

Brennen replied, “You guys split and you’re still defending him. | guess your
breakup was pretty amicable.”

“That’s none of your business.” Cornelia said.

“Well, let me tell you something that is my business. Brennen said
mysteriously

“I have no interest in your affairs Cornelia replied

Brennen said, ‘I just want to let you know, the Hartley Group, the one that
should’ve always been mine, will soon be back in

my hands.”

Cornelia couldn’t believe it. Marcus was so formidable, how could Brennen
possibly take the Hartley Group away from him? But oddly enough, she felt a
sense of unease creeping up on her
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