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Upon seeing the glowing dragon, everyone tensed up. No one knew what was
happening, and they were afraid that Kai’s move might have activated another arcane
array.

Kai, on the contrary, didn’t seem to share the same concerns. After seeing the dragon
light up, he hurriedly turned around and touched another pillar.

Sure enough, the dragon’s eyes on that pillar started glowing too. With that, Kai rushed
off to touch the rest of the pillars. By the time he was done, the entire area was awash
with light, and a dragon had gradually. formed midair.

Everyone was taken aback at the sight of the massive dragon. Boom! The next second,
the entire square shook, and the stone door behind them closed almost immediately.

Just like that, escape was no longer an option. “What the f*ck are you doing, Kai? Are
you trying to kill us all?” Emiliano bellowed. Kai, however, couldn’t be bothered with him.
He stared dazedly at the dragon before levitating himself till he was eye to eye with it.

He slowly stretched his hand out to touch the dragon, but before he could, the creature
let out an ear-splitting roar that hit him with a powerful blast. Kai was instantly tossed
like a rag doll till he slammed against the stone wall and fell to the ground.

“Mr. Chance...” Skyler muttered as she ran up to the man, only to see blood trickling
down the corner of his mouth. Everyone knew how formidable Kai’'s body was, yet a
mere roar from the dragon had dealt him so much damage.

Even as anxiety surged, Emiliano, Avery, and the rest of the group went on high alert to
ensure they were safe from the dragon. The square shook even more violently, to the
point where the eighteen stone pillars began collapsing one after another..

Within seconds, clouds of sand and dust engulfed the area while shattered rocks flew
everywhere, sending everyone dodging the falling debris and running for their lives.

Afterward, the giant dragon let out another roar before swooping down from midair. It
slammed its body into the ground, which resulted in an immediate surface collapse.

The powerful blast almost knocked everyone out, and by the time they refocused their
gaze on the center of the square, the dragon had already vanished, leaving behind a
dark underground tunnel.

There seemed to be no end to the tunnel, and given that it was shrouded in pitch
darkness, it felt very much like a descent to the depths of hell.




Everyone stared at the tunnel, at a loss for what to do next. One thing was for sure-no
one dared to take the first step because who knew what’d await them in the abyss?

Kai stared into the tunnel and promptly conjured a flame in his hand that illuminated the
entire space. Now that there was light, he walked bravely into it, determined not to let
anything stand in his way of achieving his goal.

Skyler and Luol followed closely behind Kai, but Avery and Emiliano remained outside.
Try as they might, they still couldn’t decide if they should follow suit.

Their hearts were still thumping away after the encounter with the giant dragon, and
they were deathly afraid of what'd happen if the creature were to barge into the tunnel.
There was no way they’d make it out alive. “Avery, why aren’t you going in?” Emiliano
asked.

“‘Why aren’t you going in?” Avery retorted. “Look how tight the tunnel is. If it’s littered
with traps and arcane arrays, there’s no way we’ll be able to escape! That’'s why | think
it's better to be more prudent,” Emiliano replied.

“You’re not the only one who’s afraid of death...” Avery muttered as he rolled her eyes
at the man. “Let’s wait it out, then. | don’t hear anything yet, so let them venture
further...”

After waiting for a while and realizing there wasn’t any commotion in the tunnel,
Emiliano and Avery finally decided to enter with their teams.

Meanwhile, Kai continued leading the way with Skyler and Luol in tow. Although the
tunnel was small and cramped, everyone was thankful for the absence of booby traps
and arcane arrays.
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However, the tunnel in front of Kai soon branched out. Three identical passages
emerged, causing him to fall into a dilemma. Evidently, one of the three identical
passages. was safe while the other two would be fraught with dangers.

Yet, he had no idea which was safe. Kai scrutinized the three passages carefully. Not
only was there nothing on the smooth rock walls, but their shapes were also identical. It
was a tough choice to make.

Just when Kai and the others were hesitating, Avery and Emiliano had already caught
up. They were stunned when they saw the three passages in front of them and did not
know which way to




“What should we do?” asked Emiliano with a frown. Everyone ignored him. When Kai
closed his eyes slightly, three bolts of spiritual sense rushed out of his body and
zoomed toward the three passages.

However, the passages were so long that Kai’s spiritual sense did not spot anything.
different among the three of them even after traveling for multiple miles.

At that moment, Avery took out the geomantic compass. He bit his finger and let a drop
of blood fall onto it. Soon, the geomantic compass glowed red. The compass needle on
it trembled vigorously.

It slowly stopped and pointed at the passage on the left. Avery kept the geomantic
compass and said to Kai with a smile, “ Kai, the passage on the left is the right one.
Would you like to come with me?”

When he did not get any responses from Kai, he led his subordinates into the leftmost
passage. Emiliano quickly rushed after them when he saw that. “What are you doing,
Emiliano?” demanded Avery coldly when he saw him.

“‘Avery, if we stick together, we can take care of each other if something happens. Don’t
worry! I'll let you have the first pick if we find the magical items,” said Emiliano
appeasingly, humbling himself in front of Avery.

He knew that no matter how powerful he was, he would remain trapped if he did not
know magecraft in a place like this. The mages whom he had brought along were
nothing but pieces of trash. He had no choice but to tail behind Avery so subserviently.

When Avery heard that, he did not say anything else and continued leading Emiliano
and the rest forward. “What should we do, Mr. Chance?” asked Skyler anxiously when
she saw Kai still standing there while Avery and Emiliano had left. “There’s no hurry.
Let’s wait for while more...”

Kai stood there quietly. Although he had already withdrawn his spiritual sense, he did
not hasten to make any decision. No one could read his mind.

After a while, he strode toward the passage in the middle directly. Upon seeing that,
Skyler and Luol had no choice but to follow him. They trudged forward for ages.

Just when they were on the verge of breaking down, they saw light finally appear in the
far distance. There was an exit. When they saw that, they rushed forward excitedly
Everything became dazzling for a moment as they stared at the scene in front of them in
surprise.

Flowers were blooming all over, accompanied by the chirps of birds and the leisurely
flowing stream. It was as if they had entered another world.




Except for the fact that there were no humans staying there, everything else was
identical to the image of the Immortal Village that Luol had conjured.

“This place is gorgeous...” exclaimed Skyler as she took in the scenery in front of her.
However, Kai did not stop to appreciate the scenery. He walked toward the stream and
touched the water gently.

Immediately, a look of excitement spread across his face. The stream water was
identical to that of the Spring of Regeneration. Perhaps the water from the Spring of
Regeneration came from this stream.

Kai decided to look for the source of the stream. He wanted to find out what exactly
gave the water its special function. However, just when Kai and the others were
prepared to head upstream, they saw Avery and Emiliano walking over. Judging from
their expressions and injuries, it was evident that they had just emerged from a huge
battle.
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Emiliano was fuming when they walked out of the passage and saw Kai and the rest.
looking so relaxed. He did not understand why Kai had such amazing luck.

Kai merely ignored them and followed the stream. After walking for a short while, they
saw an ancient tree that was dozens of meters tall, stretching toward the sky.

Swirls of spiritual energy were emerging from the top of the ancient tree. When the
stream passed by the tree, it kept splashing against the roots of the tree.

Staring at the tree in front of him in shock, Kai continued forward and dipped his hands
in the water. The water was normal, without that special aura.

Yet, when Kai dipped his hands into the water that had flowed past the roots of the tree,
that special aura appeared again. He finally understood that the source of the Spring of
Regeneration’s special function was that ancient tree.

When he raised his head, he spotted spiritual fruits, which resembled apples, hanging
on the branches. Furthermore, spiritual energy was swirling around those fruits, “What
an amazing tree! | didn’t expect something like this to exist in the depths of the Kazillion
Mountains...” exclaimed Kai in shock.

Emiliano and Avery walked over at the moment. When they saw the ancient tree, they
were similarly dumbfounded. “Spirit Connecting Tree! This is a Spirit Connecting
Tree...” yelled Avery like a madman. There was a look of excitement on his face.
“‘What's a Spirit Connecting Tree, Avery? “asked Emiliano in confusion.




“I've read about it in an ancient book. The Spirit Connecting Tree is a magical tree that
bears fruits called Spirit Connecting Fruits. If you eat one of them, you can level up your
cultivation instantly! The ancient book also recorded that after someone ate a few Spirit
Connecting Fruits, his body transformed and he became a spiritual energy cultivator. In
the end, he even ascended to the heavenly realm...”

The more Avery spoke, the more excited he became. His body even trembled. Emiliano
widened his eyes when he heard that, his face filled with disbelief.

Skyler and Luol were also astonished upon hearing that. Neither of them had expected
that ancient tree to be so valuable. “In that case, those from Narcissus Palace are
probably spiritual energy cultivators...” said Kai.

After all, eating the Spirit Connecting Fruit would allow martial artists to transform
themselves and become spiritual energy cultivators. Since the Spirit Connecting Tree
was inside Narcissus Palace, its disciples were probably all spiritual energy cultivators.

“That might not always be the case. The ancient books mentioned that it only applies to
gifted individuals. However, it’s true that eating the Spirit Connecting Fruit can improve
one’s cultivation significantly and regenerate one’s body. It’s certainly one of the most
valuable magical items that can possibly exist...” explained Avery.

Kai's eyes lit up when he heard that the fruits could regenerate one’s body. Even
ordinary stream water gained the ability to regenerate one’s body after merely flowing
past the roots of the tree. Yet, it would take forty-nine days, which was too long.

However, if Flaxseed and Godrick were to eat the Spirit Connecting Fruits, their bodies
would recover quickly. Perhaps their abilities might even reach a breakthrough..

At that thought, Kai decided to leap up the tree and pick the Spirit Connecting Fruits..
Although the foliage of the ancient tree was very thick, there were only eight Spirit
Connecting Fruits.

He decided to act first and grab a few Spirit Connecting Fruits to save Flaxseed and
Godrick. When Emiliano saw that Kai was going to pick the Spirit Connecting Fruits, he
jumped and blocked him.

“What are you doing, Kai?” Emiliano glared at him. “Do you think you can pick the Spirit
Connecting Fruits just because you want to?” Avery also walked forward and said
coldly, “ Kai, how improper of you. Do you want to take everything for yourself?”

Confronted by the irresistible lure of the Spirit Connecting Fruits, Avery no longer acted
courteously toward Kai. Friendships do not exist in the face of immense temptation. In
fact, Avery and Kai were not even friends in the first place.
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“What do you two want?” Kai asked while glaring at Emiliano and Avery. “Nothing much,
really. This Spirit Connecting Fruit is a very rare item that everybody wants, but not
everyone has what it takes to get it. There are a total of eight Spirit Connecting Fruits
here. Avery can have five; I'll settle for three. As for you... Not only will you receive
none, but you’ll also have to die here!” Emiliano replied and activated his aura.

| wanted to kill Kai a long time ago, but | couldn’t do so because Avery kept protecting
him! | know Avery won’t choose Kai over Spirit Connecting Fruits, so I’'m willing to offer
him five if he’ll refrain from helping Kai!

Sure enough, Avery’s lips curled into a satisfied grin as he stopped defending Kai. Kai’s
eyes were filled with disdain as he glared at Emiliano.

“You'll have to continue training for another ten years before you even think about killing
me!” he said with a snort. Emiliano exploded with anger the moment he heard that.
“‘Now that I've modified my genes, killing you will be a piece of cake!”

His ego had received a huge boost ever since he had his genes modified. His body
exuded a terrifyingly powerful aura as he launched himself into the air and delivered a
punch from above. The punch had so much power in it that it created shockwaves as it
traveled through the air.

With a cold look in his eyes, Kai activated Golem Body and shrouded himself with a
golden glow. A golden dragon coiled around his arm as he channeled the Power of
Dragons into his fist. The roar of a dragon could be heard as he unleashed a
devastating punch in Emiliano’s direction.

Boom! A deafening boom echoed throughout the area as a shockwave of martial energy
spread out in all directions. It knocked everyone off balance and sent some of them
flying, but the Spirit Connecting Tree was completely unaffected by it.

Not a single one of its leaves moved in the slightest. Emiliano felt a tight sensation in his
chest upon impact. A few seconds later, he coughed up a huge mouthful of blood and
fell to the ground with a loud thud.

“Mr. Fairchild!” The disciples of Stormwind Sect quickly ran forward to help him up.
Avery couldn’t help but gasp in shock when he saw the amount of damage Kai did to
Emiliano in a single punch.

Emiliano’s forehead creased with frustration as he wiped the blood off the corner of his
mouth. | can’t believe I'm still no match for Kai even after strengthening myself with
genetic modifications!




“l told you, you are not powerful enough to kill me right now. You should try again after
cultivating for another ten years. A weakling like you doesn’t deserve to have these
Spirit Connecting Fruits,” Kai said coldly.

Having witnessed how powerful Kai was, Avery stepped forward and said with a smile,
“Since we entered the ancient ruins of Narcissus Palace together, how about we split
the Spirit Connecting Fruits? I'll only take four, so you and Emiliano can split the
remaining four among yourselves. That way, you both get to walk away with two of
these Spirit Connecting Fruits!”

Heh... Fat chance! | bet he wouldn’t even let me have a single Spirit Connecting Fruit if
| didn’t show him my strength! With that in mind, Kai said coldly, “Dream on! Why should
| let you have four Spirit Connecting Fruits? Because you’re a feminine guy? | want all
eight of these Spirit Connecting Fruits, so you guys can either leave now or die here!
The choice is yours!”

Avery’s face grew cold the moment he heard what Kai said. Whatever friendliness he
had earlier was gone in an instant. “Do you really think you can get away with anything
simply because you defeated Emiliano? | was kind enough to let you have two Spirit
Connecting Fruits, but you just had to be a greedy and ungrateful b*stard...”

Avery narrowed his eyes as waves of murderous intent surged through his body.
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“Stop wasting your time arguing with him, Avery! Let’s just team up and finish him off!
We can split the Spirit Connecting Fruits between us after that!” Emiliano shouted.

| may not be powerful enough to defeat Kai, but Avery and | should be able to beat him
if we work together! An elderly man from Flying Star Sect dashed forward before Avery
could even respond. “I'll grant your death wish, punk!” he yelled while launching a huge
fiery net at Kai..

Does he seriously think he can defeat me with that? What a joke! Kai’s lips curled into a
smile as he activated the Power of Dragons. His body exuded a golden glow, and a
huge golden dragon appeared behind him.

Waves of fire erupted from the dragon’s mouth and destroyed the fiery net in an instant.
The elderly man froze in shock and disbelief when faced with the golden dragon.

The golden dragon let out a majestic roar as it swallowed the elderly man whole and
devoured him before spitting his bones out. Just like that, a Martial Arts God had been
reduced to a pile of bones.




Everyone at the scene was utterly stunned by what they had just witnessed. Avery’s
eyes went wide as he stared at Kai. “W-Who on earth are you?”

How could a mere martial artist from outside the hidden realm be so powerful? He’s
only a Level Eight Martial Arts Saint, so he hasn’t even become a Martial Arts God. How
is he able to defeat a Martial Arts God so easily? I've withessed people defeating those
of a higher level than theirs, but only the most talented of elites are able to pull that off!
The gap between their cultivation levels is far too huge, though. This is ridiculous! Have
martial artists outside the hidden realm become so powerful these days?

The golden dragon slowly disappeared while Avery was lost in thought, and the golden
light around Kai faded away as well. “Who | am is none of your concern. If you guys
leave now, | will spare your lives,” Kai said calmly.

“‘Hahaha! You’re getting cocky there, buddy! We may not stand a chance against you in
a one- on-one fight, but we outnumber you, so we have strength in numbers! I'm pretty
sure we can kill you with ease!”

“Yeah? Go ahead and give it a try, then!” Kai’s face grew solemn as Dragonslayer
Sword appeared in his hand. Seconds later, a beam of light came out of its blade and
sliced one of Stormwind Sect’s disciples in half.

“What the fck? You sneaky bstard!” Emiliano yelled furiously. He was not expecting Kai
to even dare attack them, let alone strike first. “Emiliano, let’s attack together and Kill
this b*stard!” Avery shouted as he and Emiliano charged at Kai.

The disciples from Stormwind Sect and Flying Star Sect, too, followed suit. Realizing
that they were in a battle to the death, Skyler drew her sword and leaped into the air.

Luol, on the other hand, stepped aside and stayed out of the fight. He knew that Kai
was at a huge disadvantage, so he could very well end up dead if he took Kai’s side..

Instead, he chose not to help anyone and simply observed from the side. There wasn'’t
the slightest hint of panic in Kai’s eyes even though he was facing many opponents at
the same time.

“Die!” Emiliano swung his palm at Kai and launched an energy attack at him. Avery, too,
jumped into the air and fired an energy beam at Kai using his geomantic compass.

They were determined to kill Kai off as quickly as possible. With Dragonslayer Sword in
his hand and a golden dragon hovering behind him, Kai's body exuded a golden light
that lit up the sky above.

“Nine Shadows!” A second later, six clones of Kai appeared next to him. They were all
wielding Dragonslayer Sword and emitting golden beams of light. “What’s going on
here?”




Both Emiliano and Avery froze and stared at Kai in confusion.




