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“‘And if | refuse?” Kai asked. There was a sinister glint in Toyotomi’s eyes as he replied,
“If you refuse, | will kill you and destroy your soul so you can never reincarnate! As for
your friends, they will become sacrifices on the altar. | will sacrifice them to the heavens
in exchange for a physical body.”

The atmosphere in the shrine changed instantly as the front door was slammed shut.
Flaxseed and the others quickly put up their fighting stances and prepared themselves
for combat.

“‘Relax, Mr. Flaxseed! This is just a remnant of a soul! We have nothing to be afraid of!
I'll absorb his strength and destroy this shrine! I’'m surprised you have the audacity to
call yourself a deity. Just how shameless can you get? If this is how the deities are in
Jetroina, then | might consider absorbing them all and having the Jetroinians adore me
instead!” Kai said calmly.

Kai had gotten a lot stronger after becoming. a Martial Arts Saint, and that made him a
lot more confident. How dare he insult our shrines and deities like that?

Infuriated, Hiroichi shouted, “You insolent b*stard! I'll kill you!” As soon as he spoke, Kai

waved his arm without even looking at him. The next thing Hiroichi knew, an intense
burst of aura was surging rapidly toward him.

Hiroichi’s face went pale when he saw that, but it was too late for him to do anything
about it. Just like that, the powerful burst of aura sent him flying out of the shrine in a
single hit.

He coughed up a huge mouthful of blood as his body crashed into a stone pillar outside.
What the... Kai was able to severely injure Hiroichi with an effortless wave of his hand!
Ryosuke swallowed nervously at the thought of that. Having witnessed Kai’s strength,
he became even more of his loyal follower.

“Shut up! Dogs like you have no business interrupting me when I’'m talking!” Kai said
while glaring at Hiroichi. He then flashed Toyotomi a faint smile as he continued, “Your
dog was annoying me with its incessant. barking, so | had to teach it a lesson. You
wouldn’t mind, would you?”

“You’re pushing your luck far too much, Chanaean!” Toyotomi was on the verge of
exploding with rage at that point. His blood was boiling with anger, and the look in his
eyes was as cold as ice. His clothes even began billowing in the wind as he charged up
his aura.




The entire shrine was then plunged into pitch- black darkness as the shrill cries of spirits
echoed all around them. Yuri was so scared that she quickly hid behind Ryosuke.

Flaxseed whipped out a few charms, bit his finger, and drew some symbols on them. He
then pasted the charms on everyone’s bodies, which made the creepy voices disappear
instantly and dispelled the black fog around them.

Everyone else around them without the charms, however, could still see the fog and
hear the scary voices. That was because the black fog contained a sinister power.

“For hundreds of years, no Chanaean has ever dared speak to me like that! Since you
had the audacity to insult us, then | shall destroy your soul as punishment! You will not
be able to reincarnate ever again!” Toyotomi shouted as he slowly pointed at Kai and
clenched his fist.

The next thing everyone knew, the air in the shrine began to vibrate as a gigantic palm
reached out to grab Kai. The gigantic palm then went right through Kai’s body and
yanked his soul out.

Kai’'s soul could be seen floating in the air while his physical body remained seated and
motionless. Both Ryosuke and Yuri went wide-eyed with shock when they saw that.

Neither of them was expecting someone as powerful as Kai to have his soul removed
so easily. There’s no way his body will survive without its soul!
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Flaxseed, on the other hand, was not worried in the slightest. Noticing the anxious looks
on their faces, he reassured them, “Don’t worry. Kai will be fine!” Kai had achieved the
Spirit Divider stage, so he could have his soul part with his body even without Toyotomi
yanking it out. Toyotomi burst out laughing when he saw how. easy it was to pull Kai’s
soul out of his body.

“‘Hahaha! You were running your mouth so arrogantly, so | thought you'd be more of a
challenge! Who would’ve thought your soul would be so weak that | could remove it this
easily?” he gloated while staring at Kai’'s physical body excitedly.

“Are you done laughing yet?” Kai asked all of a sudden as a bright green light appeared
on the palm of his hand. Although Kai’'s soul was unable to use the Dragonslayer
Sword, he could still condense the energy around him into the shape of a sword.

The bright green light then took the form of a long sword that lit up the entire shrine.
With a gentle and effortless swing of his arm, Kai slashed at the gigantic palm with that
energy sword of his.




Spurt! A dull noise was heard as the gigantic palm got cut in half. Kai’s soul then went
back into his body immediately after, much to everyone’s surprise. “What the...”

Toyotomi was so shocked by the sudden turn of events that he instinctively took a few
steps back. He did not expect Kai’s soul to be capable of combat after leaving his
physical body.

A soul that had left its physical body would become a lot weaker, and some souls
wouldn’t even be able to fight at all. The only way those souls would regain some of
their strength was by binding themselves to a host body.

However, Kai had managed to create energy. swords and deliver such devastating
attacks while his soul was outside of his physical body. Even Toyotomi wasn’t sure if he
could reach. Kai’s level of strength as a soul.

“Looks like | may have severely underestimated you, young man. | had no idea your
soul was as strong as your physical body. Even so, it won’t do you much good. | could
just kill you and take over your physical body. Golden Dragon’s True Form will be
weakened as a result, but it would still be good enough for me. Just so you know, | hold
ultimate power in this shrine! You can never kill me!” he said as the gigantic palm, that
had been cut in half, regenerated and reappeared above Kai’'s head.

Toyotomi then had the gigantic palm slam itself down on Kai. Despite having a gigantic
palm crashing down on him, Kai calmly waved his right hand and summoned the
Dragonslayer Sword before slashing it forward and sending a sword energy. wave
through the air.

Each and every one of the disciples outside had fear and shock written all over their
faces when they saw that. Although the being living inside this shrine was their deity,
they couldn’t help but panic when dark clouds suddenly gathered above the shrine.

A rumbling noise echoed throughout the area. as everything around them started
shaking violently. The next thing they knew, the majestic-looking shrine cracked and
exploded before their very eyes.

Most of the disciples were not able to run in time and ended up getting crushed to death
by the falling concrete. In just a few seconds, the compound outside the altar was
covered in blood. A black figure leaped into the air and landed on top of the sculpture.

Upon closer inspection, they saw that it was an elderly man who was so thin that they
could clearly see the shape of his bones through his skin. Everyone gasped in shock as
they had no ideal who that elderly man was. A young man, too, flew through the air and
landed on the altar.




“You would destroy your own shrine, which has been used to worship you for hundreds
of years, just so you could survive? | wonder how your disciples would feel about this,”
Kai said coldly while flashing Toyotomi a faint smile.

Toyotomi’s face was incredibly gloomy as he stood on top of his sculpture and glared
daggers at Kai. Hiroichi, Flaxseed, and the others came running out of the shrine shortly
after.
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Hiroichi was covered in mud from head to toe and suffered some injuries as well. It was
incredibly miraculous that he even managed to escape with his life, so he couldn’t care
less about his appearance. The disciples, however, nearly fainted from shock when they
saw the state Hiroichi was in.

After all, Hiroichi was the president of Thousand Crane Shrine, so he was a highly-
respected individual as well. Even so, he looked no different from a beggar on the
streets in that disheveled look. Kai called out to the disciples standing in the courtyard,
“This old man here is the deity you guys worship. Now, allow me to show you all what
he really is!”

The disciples simply stared at him in shock and disbelief. They couldn’t believe that the
deity they had been worshipping all this while turned out to be a skinny, elderly man.

“l told you, | hold ultimate power here. Even if you destroy the shrine, you cannot kill me
as long as we are on this mountain.” Toyotomi then cocked his head back and shouted,
“By the energy of heaven and earth and the blood of all mortals, come back to life!”

A loud rumbling noise rang out in the background as dark clouds shrouded the peak of
the mountain. The next thing they knew, a strong suction force began sucking the blood
out of the dead disciples’ bodies. The blood then gathered above the sculpture before
splashing down on it.

Crack! A second later, the sculpture was covered in cracks all over. The pieces of the
sculpture then started falling off along with the mud, revealing a corpse with monstrous-
looking teeth and black scales that covered its entire body.

The disciples were shocked to find out that the sculpture they had been worshipping
actually contained a monster’s body inside. “Whoa! Is this Toyotomi’s physical body? It
sure looks ugly!” Flaxseed exclaimed with disgust written all over his face. “| have never
seen something this hideous my entire life!”

Fandor, too, was shocked to the core. “I'm guessing his mother was with some kind of
monster or something. How else would he turn out like this?” Flaxseed commented.




Naturally, Toyotomi did not take kindly to his statement. He shot Flaxseed a vicious
glare in response but didn’t attack him or anything. The disciples screamed in fear as
they backed away. None of them expected a hideous body like that to be inside that
majestic sculpture..

As Toyotomi shook his body, a cloud of black smoke came out of him and entered the
monstrous-looking physical body. The elderly man’s body collapsed immediately after
the black smoke left it and erupted into flames a few moments later.

‘I can’t believe you made me activate my physical body ahead of schedule! I'll kill you!”
Toyotomi shouted in a voice that resonated throughout the area like a bell.

“‘Now | see why you wanted my physical body! You look so freaking ugly! I've never
seen. someone this ugly in my entire life! | doubt you’d even have a single disciple if you
recruited them looking like this!” Kai said. while pretending to retch in disgust. “You
b*stard! I'll kill you!”

Toyotomi’s eyes went wide as the area around them was shrouded in darkness. He
then unleashed his spiritual sense in Kai’s direction in an attempt to destroy his mental
energy and Kill his soul within his body.

Toyotomi knew that his physical body looked ugly, but hearing Flaxseed and Kai insult
his appearance angered him to the core. “Hmph! Bring it on!” Kai retorted defiantly.

A dragon’s roar echoed around them as his body was covered in golden scales. Kai
levitated into the air while the faint image. of a golden dragon appeared behind him.

There was a huge contrast between Kai’'s golden scales and Toyotomi’s black scales.
Visually, Kai’s shiny, golden scales looked majestic and grand. Toyotomi’s black scales,
on the other hand, looked terrifying.
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“You know what? I've changed my mind. | no longer want your physical body. Instead,
I'll consume your draconic essence, devour your divine soul, and absorb your power
instead!” Toyotomi’s voice was so powerful that it hit like a tsunami as he unleashed a
powerful spiritual sense attack.

He had gotten so much stronger after returning to his original body that even his voice
packed a huge punch. While such a spiritual sense attack would not hurt an ordinary
person at all, it was absolutely devastating for cultivators.




Flaxseed and the others covered their ears and had pained looks on their faces. “What
a coincidence! | plan on devouring your power as well!” Kai replied nonchalantly with his
arms behind his back.

Such spiritual sense attacks had no effect on him whatsoever. The eyes of the golden
dragon behind him glowed brightly as it roared at the top of its voice. Kai unleashed his
spiritual sense, which clashed violently against Toyotomi’s. Flaxseed and the others felt
a lot better after hearing the dragon’s roar.

Boom! A loud boom tore through the mountain as the two powerful spiritual sense
attacks collided and spread out in all directions. The areas affected by the soundwaves
looked. like that of an apocalyptic world as it destroyed all buildings in its path.

It was a good thing the spiritual sense attacks did not affect ordinary people. Otherwise,
the disciples would have all died on the spot. Toyotomi frowned as a blood-red light
formed on top of his head.

The next thing everyone knew, a huge red wave surged in Kai’s direction, turning into a
roaring dragon as it continued heading toward him. The dragon was covered in blood-
red scales and looked incredibly ugly.

“Not only do you look ugly as a person, but your spiritual soul looks ugly as well. Maybe
it's true that your external appearance does somewhat reflect your inner self!” Kai
commented with an icy-cold sneer.

“You may have the Golden Dragon’s True Form, but you're still far too weak to defeat
me! You won’t be mouthing off once you withess my power!” Toyotomi snapped back at
Kai as the blood-red dragon continued charging toward him. Kai snorted in disdain
when he heard that. “Weak, huh?”

The golden dragon behind him exuded a goldent light that illuminated the entire
mountaintop. It was so bright that even the sun paled in comparison. The golden dragon
looked so majestic when it roared that it made Toyotomi’s dragon look like a joke.

Toyotomi’s eyelid twitched slightly when he saw the golden dragon floating above Kai's
head. A chill ran down his spine, and the blood-red dragon backed away slightly in
response as well.

Whatever ferocity it had moments ago was gone without a trace. Although both the
dragons were formed by their spiritual souls, the contrast between them was incredibly
huge..

Right as Toyotomi was starting to waver, Kai seized the opportunity and had his golden
dragon charge at the blood-red dragon. The blood-red dragon tried to put up a fight by
clawing at the golden dragon, but it was to no avail.




The golden dragon opened its mouth and swallowed the blood-red dragon in an instant.
Just like that, the battle between their spiritual senses ended without a fight or struggle.

The golden dragon then slowly faded away after winning that exchange. “How... How

could you possibly have such powerful mental energy? How can this be?” Toyotomi
exclaimed in shock and disbelief.

He had assumed that Kai’s golden dragon only looked intimidating, as a young man in
his twenties couldn’t possibly have such a powerful mental energy.
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Although Toyotomi had been surviving on his divine soul and thus had been unable to
enhance his own strength, he could still cultivate his spiritual soul, and he had thought
his spiritual soul could rival anyone in the world.

However, Kai had changed his perception entirely. The man was so young, and yet his
spiritual soul was already more powerful and refined than Toyotomi’s!

The believers, too, were in disbelief as they watched their revered deity being crushed
by Kai easily, especially when Kai’s golden dragon appeared. They almost knelt down
to worship him, sensing the dragon’s majesty.

Their faith was starting to crumble at this moment. “Do you have any other tricks? If not,
I’'m going to make my move.” Kai’'s face turned serious, and he suddenly swung his
Dragonslayer Sword forward.

Light, of several meters long, instantly shot out, aiming straight for Toyotomi. Toyotomi
narrowed his eyes, crossed his hands, and stabbed them into the ground. Flames
suddenly emerged from underground. These flames began to converge, finally forming
a giant fireball. Toyotomi then hurled the fireball.

Boom! Boom! Boom! The light collided with the fireball, causing the earth to tremble.
The believers kept retreating, petrified by the scene before them.

Flaxseed and Fandor hurriedly cast body protection spells. Otherwise, the residual force
would seriously injure or even kill them! “You do have some skills...” Kai stared at
Toyotomi.

“Young man, I've told you, as long as I’'m here, this is my turf, and | can use everything
here. What about you? When you run out of spiritual energy, what will you use to fight
me?” Toyotomi said coldly.




“Let’s see if you can make me use up all my spiritual energy.” Kai leaped up again with
his Dragonslayer Sword. In an instant, Kai and Toyotomi fought on the mountaintop,
with continuous booming sounds echoing across the area.

“Mr. Flaxseed, Master...” Yuri looked worriedly at Kai fighting with Toyotomi. “Don’t
worry. Kai will definitely win.” Flaxseed spoke with a determined face.

Soon, the battle between Kai and Toyotomi reached a climax. At this point, Toyotomi
could only defend. He grew increasingly shocked, for he couldn’t understand why Kai’s
spiritual energy was like a fountain, endless and never running out.

Toyotomi could only dodge and evade Kai's attacks in a sorry state. Not far away,
Hiroichi watched his deity, the divine being he had spent half his life worshiping, being
beaten miserably with mixed feelings in his heart.

“Young man, you keep suppressing me by relying on your spiritual sword. What kind of
skill is that?” Toyotomi felt he had reached his limit.

Moreover, the Dragonslayer Sword in Kai’s hand was too sharp. Even though
Toyotomi’s body was covered with thick black scales, they were still easily broken. His
body was now covered with wounds of all sizes.

If only he could make Kai stop using the Dragonslayer Sword, he might still have a
chance to win! Otherwise, he could only be suppressed and beaten by Kai.

“Do you feel that it's not fair for me to use a weapon while you’re unarmed?” Kai asked
indifferently. “Of course it’s unfair!” Toyotomi exclaimed. At this moment, Hiroichi and
the believers

looked as if lightning had struck them. Their deity, the mighty Toyotomi, was actually
haggling and using provocation tactics. This completely shattered their understanding of
him.




