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“Of course, | do! | even know there are many of you among the royal family. You guys
are in charge of observing celestial phenomena and predicting luck.”

As the precious daughter of Duke Ross, Anne naturally had knowledge about Flaming
Sect. Even so, the sect was foreign to commoners, for commoners would not have the
chance to come into contact with them.

But as soon as Anne finished talking, Joel snorted. “Don’t even mention them. They’re
no longer a part of Flaming Sect. They’'ve betrayed our sect and broken our ancestral
rules. In fact, they’ve been kicked out of Flaming Sect long ago.”

“Ah... | see.” Anne was utterly dumbfounded. She wasn’t aware that the members of
Flaming Sect in the royal family were outcasts of the sect.

“Ladies and gentlemen, as you've seen, someone cast a spell here earlier. They used
the spell for searching caves and tombs,” said Danny to Kai and his group.

“Oh, we saw a few people in robes earlier, but they’ve left already,” responded Kai.
“Looks like someone’s going to beat us to it. We need to leave now.”

After saying that, Joel dashed forward. Though he was blind, he moved around as if he
could see. Seeing that, Danny quickly ran after Joel with his men.

“ Kai, what do we do?” Anne asked. “We go after them, of course!”

With that, Kai followed after them. Although the path heading up the mountain was
windy, it was a piece of cake for them to catch up with Danny and Joel.

When Danny noticed Kai and the others had caught up with them, he could not help but
frown. “Why are you people following us instead of descending the mountain?”

“We just want to enjoy the scenery and see if you guys can find the entrance to the
ancient ruins. Don’t worry though. We definitely won't fight against you over the things in
the ruins. We’re just curious,” assured Kai.

Danny frowned slightly before glancing in Joel’s direction. “Let them tag along. Who
knows? They might be useful,” Joel uttered coldly.

Hence, Danny had no choice but to say to Kai, “Keep up, then. Don’t blame me if
something dangerous happens.” Kai and company followed the duo and walked a
distance up the mountain before Joel suddenly halted in his tracks.




“What's the matter, Mr. Joel?” Danny asked. “There’s a restrictive energy ahead of us.
We can’t move forward until we break it.”

As Joel was talking, he shoved both his hands into the ground and chanted something
in a crazed manner.

Immediately, a ray of light emerged from the ground and shot ahead before exploding
all of a sudden when it was dozens of meters away.

Following the sound of the explosion, a faint glow appeared where the barrier of the
arcane array was at. If they had marched forward blindly, they would have been
trapped.

Danny was stupefied by what he saw, while Kai was impressed by the blind man. This
man’s blind, but he can still accurately detect where the arcane array’s barrier is.

“Break the barrier!” yelled Danny. Immediately after that, dozens of men behind him
gathered around and formed a weird shape. Not long after that, they unleashed their
auras, gathering the auras together, and charged toward the barrier.

Boom! A deafening sound erupted, and chunks of snow on the surrounding tree
branches were blown everywhere.

However, when the huge wave of aura struck the barrier, the barrier glowed brilliantly. In
the next second, waves of rebound energy shot out continuously like a tidal wave on a
rough sea..

At that moment, immense pressure broke the group’s formation. Some even winced and
gritted their teeth, struggling to hold their ground.

Thump! Right then, a powerful force that resembled a huge punch sent the group of
people flying. Though they were alive, they suffered from severe internal injuries.

Danny’s expression instantly turned
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“‘Hmph! What a bunch of useless fools...” Joel snorted coldly and took out his bronze
handbell before he started chanting. The sound waves reverberated through the air and
rolled toward the barrier like rising tides, growing increasingly strong as he chanted on.

Boom! Boom!




Boom! The sound waves collided continuously with the barrier, and the barrier trembled
under the impact. The huge rebound energy rendered Joel's face pale.

“Let’s secretly lend them a hand, or | doubt they’ll be able to get in,” Kai whispered to
Flaxseed. Flaxseed smiled and took out a charm. He then casually scribbled some
strange patterns on it.

The moment Flaxseed let go of his hand, the charm soared into the sky and stuck itself
on the barrier. In the blink of an eye, the barrier cracked as if it had received a hard
blow.

Joel's forehead was covered in cold sweat when the barrier collapsed.

“That’s amazing, Mr. Joel!” Danny complimented Joel. “I didn’t expect the arcane array
to be this powerful. There must be a lot of magical items in the ruins,” Joel said.

Kai sneered coldly at Joel’s words. In actuality, this supposed arcane array guarding the
ruins was not left by Engarder Sect.

If it were developed by Engarder Sect, it wouldn’t have been easily destroyed. Instead,
the arcane array was rebuilt by someone who had intruded into Engarder Sect.

Right then, a few men in black were bustling about in the ancient ruins inside the snow
mountain. A blond male foreigner with a pair of blue eyes was sitting in the main seat.

Sitting beside him was an elderly clad in a black robe.

Right then, one of the men in black hurried over and reported, “Prince Harold, someone
broke through the barrier. The intruders are heading in our direction.”

The man frowned and cast a glance at the elderly beside him.

The elderly, on the other hand, remained unperturbed by the news. “Release the tiger
demon. Send our men to stop them. We must not let them enter.”

“Understood.” With that said, the man in black left to carry out the orders. “Mr. Alex, who
do you think is capable enough to break through the barrier?” the man asked curiously.

“Prince Harold, there’s no need to be worried. Even if they managed to break through
the barrier, they won’t be able to survive the tiger demon’s attack. They would have to
tackle dozens of arcane arrays and traps before they could get to us. No one can make
it here alive!” said the elderly, Alex, with a confident look on his face.

“Great! We've been managing this place for a few months. | wonder when we can enter
the tomb of swords? Once | acquire the magic sword, the title of a noble would be mine.




Heck, | may even be able to claim the throne,” exclaimed Harold, his eyes gleaming
with greed.

“‘Rest assured, Prince Harold. As long as we have enough crystals, we can break into
the tomb of swords in a few months,” Alex promised.

“That’s great. | will ask them to mine more crystals. By the way, my sister may come
here looking for King of Herbs. If you see her here, kill her on sight!” Harold said.

“Understood!” Alex nodded.

After Harold left the scene, Alex stepped onto a platform that was built with crystals, and
a devious smile appeared on his face.

Meanwhile, Kai and the others had passed through the barrier and were ascending the
snow mountain. However, the higher they climbed, the steeper the route was.

A terrifying aura enshrouded them along the journey, and the whole group was
constantly on high alert.

All of a sudden, Joel raised his hand and gestured for everyone to stop. “Mr. Joel,
what’s the matter?” Danny asked. “We’re in danger. | smell a demon beast...” Joel
frowned.

“A demon beast?” Danny’s face changed. “Could it be the tiger demon?” Before Joel
could utter a response, a loud tiger roar pierced through the air.
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Everyone tensed up immediately while Kai and his friends were filled with excitement.
After all, the tiger demon’s beast core was a superior cultivation resource. Their journey
would be worth it if they could run into a few more powerful demon beasts.

Kai glanced at Evangeline, who had mastered the beast-taming technique. If she could

succeed in taming the tiger demon, they would gain an additional helper for their team.
Right then, a gigantic tiger demon trudged up to them and let out a deafening roar upon
spotting.

them, as if trying to threaten Kai and company. The moment the tiger demon showed
up, everyone including Joel and Danny panicked. They brandished their weapons,
bracing themselves for the attack.




“This tiger demon is as powerful as a Greater Martial Arts Marquis. There must be some
good stuff in here, or the place won’t be guarded by such a powerful demon beast.”
Kai’'s eyes instantly lit up when he noticed the cultivation level of the tiger demon.

However, Evangeline’s brows creased as she said, “This is not the spirit beast guarding
this place.”

Confused, Kai turned to Evangeline. “What do you mean?”

“This tiger demon is not the spirit beast that’s guarding the ancient ruins. It’s reared by
someone and is not a wild beast,” Evangeline explained.

“It's reared by someone?” Kai instantly recalled what Flaxseed had just said about
others beating them to it. The person who reared the tiger demon must be among those
who had entered the ancient ruins before they did.

Hence, in order to prevent others from entering the ancient ruins, the owner released
the tiger demon and spread the news to stop people from approaching.

Kai’s curiosity was piqued at the moment. He wanted to know who had set foot in the
ancient ruins before them.

The owner of this tiger demon must be unimaginably strong since they were capable of
rearing a pet with the capability of a Greater Martial Arts Marquis.

Roar!

Seeing that Kai and the rest didn’t make an attempt to flee, the tiger demon bared its
teeth and howled again.

The roar was filled with a terrifying aura, and the force caused several weaker disciples
of the Flaming Sect to suffer severe internal injuries. Their internal organs contorted,
and blood gushed continuously out of their mouths.

In the end, they dropped dead, killed by a mere roar from the tiger demon. Danny’s
expression turned grim as he looked at the dead bodies of his subordinates.

The rest of the disciples were shaking like a leaf despite still holding their weapons. Joel
seemed to be the calmest among all, but a layer of cold sweat covered his forehead.

“Mr. Joel, this tiger demon has the power of a Greater Martial Arts Marquis, w-we’re no
match for it...” Danny said to Joel in horror.

Their group only consisted of Greater Martial Arts Grandmasters or Martial Arts
Marquises at best. None of them had reached the level of a Greater Martial Arts
Marquis.




Joel was the strongest among them all, but he was only a Top Level Martial Arts
Marquis and was no match for the tiger demon as well.

“A tiger demon with the strength of a Greater Martial Arts Marquis. Indeed, there’s no
way we can beat it...”

Joel knew that when a demon beast and a human were at the same le e level of
strength, the former would always be stronger than the latter.

Hence, it was simply impossible for them to defeat such a powerful tiger demon. “Mr.
Joel, what should we do?”

Danny was sweating bullets. Since even Joel himself admitted that they were no match
for the tiger demon, he wondered if that meant they could only give up and wait for their
dooms like sitting ducks.

Joel didn’t say anything. He scrutinized the aura of the tiger demon and said after a
moment, “We can only try to get past it.”

“Get past it? How? The tiger demon is faster than us...”
Danny was confused, for he didn’t know how. Joel planned to bypass the tiger demon.
A malicious look flashed across Joel’s face as he said, “There are still people tailing

behind us, no?”

Danny was stunned for a moment before he caught on to what Joel meant. “Mr. Joel,
are you planning to let them deal with the tiger demon?” Danny asked.
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“Precisely. We'll let these people deal with the tiger demon. Then, while the tiger demon
is gobbling them up, we can take another route to get around it.”

Joel intended to let Kai and the others become the tiger demon’s meal so that he and
his companions could sneak past the beast while it was busy devouring its prey!

“‘Uh... That doesn’t sound like a good idea,” Danny said uneasily.
“Not a good idea? What's wrong with it? We're in a life-or-death situation now. Don't tell
me you’re thinking of letting them live and sending us to our deaths?” Joel questioned

Danny in a frosty tone while frowning.

Danny did not know what to say in response. Seeing how Danny was standing there
motionlessly, Joel personally led the other members toward Kai.




While Kai was feeling frustrated over the knowledge that the tiger demon had been
raised by humans and could not be tamed, he noticed that Joel and his men had
already surrounded them.

The members of Flaming Sect were all staring menacingly at Kai and his companions
while holding weapons.

Joel wore an icy expression as he said, “The tiger demon is blocking the way. Since you
chose to follow us, you'll have to pay a price.”

“What do you mean?” Kai enquired, feigning ignorance. In truth, Kai had guessed what
was going on when he noticed Joel and his gang hemming them in.

“Go and fight that tiger demon,” Joel replied bluntly.
Shocked, Anne turned to Joel and demanded, “What? You want us to take on the tiger
demon? It's obvious the creature is utterly vicious. With our rudimentary skills, wouldn’t

us trying to fight it mean certain death?”

Joel whipped out a bronze handbell. Then, al burst of hypnotic aura erupted from his
body. and instantly engulfed Kai’s group.

“If you go and kill the tiger demon, you might have a chance of survival. If you don't,
however, you’ll undoubtedly perish...”

After he said that, the members of Flaming. Sect glared at Kai and the rest with
murderous looks and pointed their weapons directly at them..

If Kai and his companions dared to refuse, they were ready to attack immediately.
Infuriated by those words, Anne was about to fly into a rage when Kai stopped her.

“We’re not as strong as you, so don'’t you think that asking us to take on the tiger demon
doesn’t seem quite right?” Kai asked cautiously.

“‘Hmph! Right or wrong has nothing to do with this. The law of the jungle rules in our
society. Better for you to die than us...”

With that, Joel shook the bronze handbell he was holding, his expression as glacial as
ever. The crisp, clear peal of the bell rang out.

Immediately after that, a series of sound waves rippled toward Kai and his companions.
“‘Please stop that! We'll do it!” Kai hurriedly pleaded.

Joel snorted coldly. “Smart choice. You guys go and fight the tiger demon with
everything you've got. As soon as we’ve left, you can escape. That way, you'll at least
have a chance to survive.”




Anne’s face flushed red from anger. | can’t believe these are the true colors of Flaming
Sect. And yet, they go around promoting themselves by claiming they’re all about
saving the world and helping others.

Meanwhile, Kai shot the others a look and started approaching the tiger demon. For
someone of his caliber, eliminating the tiger demon would be like a walk in the park.

When Kai and the others walked past Danny, the latter turned away in shame and
dared not look at them.

Suddenly, the tiger demon let out a terrifying roar as it watched the group walk up to it,
and strong gusts of its aura swept through the air like gales.

Kai waved his palm gently in front of him, and a shield instantly emerged, blocking the
waves of aura. Joel turned to Danny and urged, “We should hurry up and get away.”

We must take this opportunity to escape as soon as possible. Based on those people’s
capabilities, | know there’s no way they can hold back the tiger demon for long.

Danny had no choice but to follow Joel and the rest. After that, they took another route
and continued their j mountain.




