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Chapter 1119 Sharp Tongue

Yumi knew Sophia had misunderstood the reason Zophie was kidnapping

people. However, because the matter had too many ties to her background, she
couldn’t let Sophia, Xavian, Franklin, and Clayton learn the truth. Thus, she had no
other choice but to let Sophia continue to misunderstand the situation.

“It's not like that, Sophia!” Yumi shook her head. “It was a coincidence that | was
caught. We're all fine right now.” Upon hearing that, Sophia finally felt much better.

After taking a tissue paper from nearby, she rubbed her tears and snot away. Xavian
and Clayton arrived in front of Yumi and uttered in unison, “Welcome back, Yumi!”

Yumi nodded while crying and smiling. “Thank you, Xavian, Clayton.” Meanwhile,
Franklin glanced at Yumi’s face rather expressionlessly. His usual coldness was still
present on his countenance.

Seeing that Franklin wasn’t saying anything, Yumi didn’t feel like it was a good idea to
say much to him either, so she smiled at him faintly instead. “I'm back, Franklin.”

‘Mhm,” Franklin replied. When Yandel noticed how cold and reserved Franklin was, he
grumbled in a low volume, “You’re resembling your father more and more...”

“Where’s Mommy?” Sophia inquired after she wiped her tears away. Then she sniffed
and turned to Yandel. “Since Yumi’s back, Mommy should be coming back to pick us
up, right? Why don'’t | see her?”

The other children thought the same when they heard that. “That’s right! Why isn’t
Mommy back yet?” “We’ve been staying here for long enough! | want to see
Mommy!” “Me too! | want to meet Mommy!”

Before Billy arrived, he had already informed Yandel of Natalie’s condition. Yandel knew
the children valued Natalie more than anything else in the world. Therefore, if they
learned she was severely injured, they would no doubt make a fuss about wanting to
meet her.

Left with no other options, Yandel could only smile playfully and lie, “You lot will be
staying here for a few more days. After your mommy captured that woman, she
obviously needs to investigate her background and history. Your mommy doesn'’t trust
anyone else to handle this matter, so she’s conducting the investigation herself. |
promise that she’ll be back in a few days.”




Billy was relieved as he watched Yandel lie. The children didn’t suspect anything
because Yandel's expression appeared natural and normal. Thus, they nodded, trusting
his statements.

Seeing that the children all bought into his lies, Yandel took a sip of water before turning
around and releasing a massive breath of air. That was intense! Even though they are
only five or six years old, they won'’t be fooled if | don’t pull out all the stops while acting
naturally! | need to get out of their faces right now. Otherwise, if | accidentally expose
my lies, even just a little bit, they won'’t be easy to deal with!

During the night, Yumi was walking down the second-floor corridor when she suddenly
realized Franklin was leaning against the wall. “Franklin,” she greeted. “What'’s the
matter?”

Under the moonlight, Franklin shifted his gaze away from her and handed a porcelain
bottle in his hand to her. “Take this.” She furrowed her eyebrows. “W-What is this?”

“You have a lot of bruises on your face. Applying this to those bruises will help remove
them.” His tone sounded urgent and slightly annoyed.

Upon grabbing the bottle, Yumi opened the cap, allowing the fragrant herbal scent from
within to enter her nose.

Even though she hadn’t applied the medicinal ointment to her face yet, she could
already tell it was good. Hence, she smiled at him with gratitude. “Thank you, Franklin!”

Franklin involuntarily turned his gaze to her and saw her beaming at him. It was so
sweet that he almost fell into a daze.

Even though he liked looking at her smile, he pretended as though he didn’t care. “Don’t
misunderstand anything. | just think the bruises on your face are an eyesore. That's why
| gave you the bottle—to help you get rid of those bruises quicker. Once those bruises
go away, you'll look much better...”

After he concluded his sentence, he turned around and left in a hurry. As Yumi held
onto the warm bottle, her smile became brighter.

Even though he has a sharp tongue, his heart’s soft! He was very worried about the
bruises on my face, yet he pretended as though he didn’t care.
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Natalie was getting much better thanks to the Sutton family’s care. Most of the time, it
was Jerome taking care of Natalie. When he wasn’t around, Patricia would assume the
responsibility.

Patricia couldn’t help but sigh when she thought about the lost potential of Natalie
becoming her daughter-in-law. “Jerome told me all about you and Samuel, Natalie.
What a shame! | should’ve brought you and Jennie with me when I returned to Loang. If
| had done that, Jennie would’ve been alive longer, and you would’ve been the Sutton
family’s daughter-in-law!”

Natalie knew Patricia really liked her, but when it came to matters involving feelings, no
one could force it.

In response, she smiled at Patricia. “Don’t lament the past, Aunt Patricia. The decisions
made back then are always for the best! Jerome may have missed out on the
opportunity to get together with me, but perhaps he’ll meet someone who's even more
compatible with him as a result. No need to keep sighing. If you sigh again, your beauty
will decline a little.”

“‘Really?” The older woman promptly touched her own face in a slight panic. “| was just
joking!” Natalie smiled. “You’ve always been beautiful. No wonder Uncle Daniel was
always enamored with you.”

“You have such a good way with words.” Ever since she was a child, Natalie had always
been excellent at cheering Patricia up. She only needed to utter a few words to make
Patricia smile very brightly.

Even though the older woman had stopped talking about the topic, she couldn’t hide the
disappointment and regret swirling in her eyes. What she said sounds easy, but in
reality, it's likely not. What are the chances Jerome will meet another woman more
suited for him after missing out on Natalie?

Not long after, Jerome returned. It was pretty obvious he wanted to say something but
was holding himself back from doing so.

As the saying went, a mother knew her son best. Hence, Patricia could tell from a
glance that her son had something he wanted to speak with Natalie about in private.
She provided an excuse about wanting to prepare some fruits and left the guest room,
giving the two a space to talk.

After the older woman left, Natalie cut straight to the chase. “Do you have something
you want to ask me, Jerome?”

“‘Natalie...” Jerome hesitated but ultimately inquired candidly, “How did this jade key
arrive in your possession? Zophie said the kid you adopted, Yumi, is a descendant of
the Jankovich family, Loang’s tomb guards for generations. Even though the jade ke




has been retrieved, the girl’s identity is too special. It's not appropriate for you to keep
her by your side. Additionally, her existence may draw danger to you...”

“So you’re saying...” “You should hand the girl over to His Majesty.”
The instant Jerome stopped speaking, Natalie refuted, “No! | won’t do it! Yumi is my
child! I won’t hand her to you or anyone else!”

‘I know you care deeply about the girl, Natalie, but there are some matters where you
cannot allow your emotions to get involved.” He arrived next to her.

“Look at how severely injured you are after saving her this time. What if there’s a next
time? What will you do if something like this happens again? Will you be prepared?”

Her red lips formed an extremely cold grin. “What will | do? What else can | do? I'll just
continue to protect her!” she responded, unperturbed. “Do you want me to hand her
over to the royal family and then allow them to abandon her without hesitation if it's no
longer beneficial for them to keep her around?

| can’t do that, and I'm not willing to test that possibility either! The royal family is the
most heartless entity around! A king has no problem sacrificing a child. He won’t think
anything’s wrong with that! However, | don’t possess that same mindset. All | know is
that Yumi is just as important to me as Franklin, Clayton, Xavian, and Sophia are after
she called me Mommy.”

Seeing how Natalie had made up her mind, Jerome couldn’t help but sigh. “As |
expected... | knew this was going to be your answer before | even asked you. You'’re
too caring, too inclined to keep your word. It doesn’t matter to you if you're hurt. I'm sure
you’re even willing to put your life on the line to protect those you care about and fulfill
your promise.”

Upon hearing that, she slowly raised her head and smiled at him. “Jerome.”

“‘Don’t worry.” He grinned. “While you have a promise to keep with Yumi, | have one to
keep with you, too. Did you forget what | said when | was at your back in the past?
When we were children, you protected me. Now that we're adults, it's my turn to protect
you!”




