The More the Merrier Chapter 761

Chapter 761 A Feast For His Eyes

Sensing Benjamin’s scorching gaze, Arissa felt her heart racing. Thump! Thump!
She could almost feel her heart collide against her rib cage as the deafening sound
echoed in her ears. Benjamin couldn’t help pinching her cheek with his slender, bony

fingers.

Arissa’s beautiful eyes turned and glanced at him. The man’s amused and playful
expression only served to make her blush more. “Graham, it hurts!” she yelped.

A look flashed across Benjamin’s eyes before he offered, “Oh. I'll rub on it for you.” With
that, he started massaging the spot where he pinched her. However, Arissa avoided his
touch, the blush on her cheeks extending to her ears.

“Your face is very red,” Benjamin pointed out. He was quite pleased with himself as he
took note of her bright red cheeks.

She felt awkward and boldly retorted, “How can my face not turn red when you’re
touching me like that? Any straight woman will have the same reaction.”

Benjamin arched an eyebrow. His gaze, which resembled a bottomless abyss, seemed
to emanate a mysterious charm that captivated people.

“But | won't react like that if you were my guy best friend,” Arissa added.
The corner of Benjamin’s lips twitched when he heard that.
‘Do you have a guy best friend?”

Arissa glanced at him in amusement. “Of course! Everyone has friends of the opposite
gender!”

Benjamin’s expression fell as he heard that.
“If that’s the case, do you have a lot of male friends?”
Alas, Arissa continued enjoying her supper instead of explaining herself.

Benjamin kept his eyes fixated on her and felt his displeasure grow increasingly intense
as the silence dragged on.

“I'm done.”




Arissa promptly stood up to clear the table.

Benjamin spoke up. “You can leave these to the housekeeper.”

Her eyes flitted over to him before she said, “That’s not necessary. | can do it.”
In minutes, she kept the dishes and even wiped the table while she was at it.
Meanwhile, Benjamin sat in his chair and watched as she busied herself.

“Are you too bored?”

Arissa shot him a look. “I thought you wanted me to do this. Plus, I'll feel bad for staying
here without helping with anything.”

Benjamin pursed his lips and uttered in a low voice, “You don’t have to do this next time.
If you want to help, you could make some food for me instead.”

She looked at him, smiling ear to ear. “Very well. 'm holding you to your word!”

Benjamin nodded and hummed a reply before standing up. With his hands in his
pockets, he tilted his head, gesturing to the stairs. “Let’s go upstairs.”

Arissa chirped cheerfully, “Coming!”

She quickly hopped into the kitchen to wash her hands before rushing back out.

His lips curved to form an inconspicuous smile when he saw how happy she was.

Arissa linked arms with him and asked, “Would you like to take a bath first? Or should
|?”

The look in Benjamin'’s eyes softened as he looked at the woman’s bright expression.
“You can go first.”

Delighted, Arissa loosened her grip around Benjamin’s arm and hopped up the stairs.
“Okay, I'll be going first!”

He watched as her figure disappeared from his sight, feeling somewhat empty.
Slowly, he trudged upstairs behind her.

Arissa checked on the kids before going to take a bath and saw that Edwin had already
tucked them into bed. They were all fast asleep.




She said gratefully, “Edwin, you should head to bed too. You don’t have to stay here to
watch over them.”

“All right, Mrs. Graham. I'll head to my room in a bit.” Edwin nodded and smiled.

She returned the smile and greeted him goodnight before heading to the master’s
bedroom for a bath.

When Benjamin entered the room, he could hear the sound of running water in the
bathroom.

He lay down in bed with his head resting on his hands. His gaze subconsciously
traveled to the bathroom, and his mouth felt dry, causing him to swallow every once in a
while.

It did not take long for Arissa to finish washing up and emerge from the bathroom.

When she saw Benjamin in bed, she urged, “Your turn. I've got the bathtub ready for

you.
As she said that, he kept his eyes locked on her figure. Though the pajamas she was

wearing weren’t revealing at all, he still thought she looked exceptionally alluring. His
eyes darkened as his lustful desires grew.

His low and gruff voice made Arissa’s heart skip a beat.

She reckoned he was either angry or trying to imply something by bellowing that
command.
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Chapter 762 A Woman Called Him At Midnight

A man and a woman were alone in the room in the dead of night, rendering the
atmosphere as suggestive as ever. Under such circumstances, Arissa could feel her
heart flutter. She stole a few glances at the man while drying her hair with a towel.

Benjamin was leaning lazily on the headboard. A few buttons on his black shirt were
undone, revealing his muscular, attractive abs. She gulped and wondered why he
summoned her over.

All of a sudden, he let out a soft grunt, his deep tone almost bewitching her. She
suppressed her emotions and put an end to the sensual vibe by saying, “Go take your
bath now!”




When he realized that she showed no intention of heeding his order, he got up and
strode over to her. Arissa was dumbfounded. Before she knew it, Benjamin had already
bent over to pick her up.

Her eyes widened, and she stared at Benjamin in disbelief.

She felt suffocated upon seeing how close her face was to his.

Without hesitation, Benjamin pinned her on the bed and began kissing her passionately.
As she was enveloped by the man’s hormonal scent, she felt her mind go blank.

Just as the man was about to take things a step further, his phone began ringing.

Immediately, Arissa regained her senses. She pushed the man’s chest and said
breathily, “Your phone is ringing!”

He bit the corner of her lips and deepened the kiss, seemingly couldn’t be bothered to
take the call.

Worried that the call might be about something urgent, Arissa patted the man’s back,
prompting him to take the call.

The phone continued ringing incessantly, ruining the mood.

After a while, Benjamin finally stopped what he was doing and fished his phone out of
his pocket. “Who is it?”

Anyone could hear the irritation in his voice.

“Benjamin...”

When Benjamin heard the voice, he froze before heading to the balcony to take the call.
“Yes?” His voice sounded extra gentle.

A look of confusion flickered across Arissa’s eyes. The distinct change in his attitude
was too evident to ignore.

As she stared at the man’s tall figure on the balcony, she felt her heart aching, as if
pricked by needles.

She was quite sure she heard a woman’s voice coming from the other end of the line.

All of a sudden, she felt too embarrassed to still remain in that room. Thus, she slipped
out of bed and headed to the children’s bedroom.




Moments later, Benjamin ended the call and returned to the bedroom. To his surprise,
he found the room empty.

He left his phone on the bedside table and went to take his bath, but when he came
back out, Arissa still didn’t return.

His forehead creased.

Having a vague idea of where she might be, he headed to the children’s room and
twisted the door handle. Alas, the door was locked from the inside.

His frown deepened, and he could only return to his bedroom.
Arissa glanced at the door before turning to hug the children.
She felt a surge of mixed emotions.

Who is that lady on the call? Benjamin has never been so gentle to anyone before. Is it
someone he fancies?

She could not stop her mind from running wild.

Women were sensitive creatures, and most of the time, their hunch would turn out to be
true.

After a long while, Arissa finally managed to fall asleep.

Benjamin found it hard to get any sleep as well. He tossed and turned in bed multiple
times throughout the night, feeling frustrated.

He kept staring at the door, sulking quietly.
Is that woman seriously sleeping in the kids’ room?

Exasperated, Benjamin turned his back against the door.

At that moment, his phone lit up.

It was a message from an unknown number that read: Benjamin, we should meet up.

An inexplicable look flashed in his eyes as he read the message before putting his
phone back onto the nightstand with its screen facing down.

It was almost dawn when he finally fell asleep.




The next morning, Arissa rose from bed and woke the children up. After helping them to
freshen up, she headed back to the master’s bedroom to change.

She stood at the door and hesitated for a while before entering.
However, the room was empty.

Stunned, she stood in the doorway. Did Benjamin go out for a run? Or did he head out
last night?

Her lips curled into a bitter smile. She then changed her clothes and left the room.
“Kids, let’s go to the hospital to visit your great-grandaunt.”

“Okay!”

The children were all dressed in their school uniforms and were carrying backpacks.
Smiling warmly, Arissa brought them downstairs.

Edwin, who had prepared breakfast for them in advance, gestured for them to take their
seats around the dining table.

“You're up early, Edwin.”
Arissa was surprised. Initially, she thought of bringing the children out for breakfast.
“You mentioned that all of you would be leaving the house earlier today, so | got up

slightly earlier too. Mrs. Graham, would you all like to eat breakfast now, or should |
pack it for you guys to bring to the hospital?” Edwin questioned with a smile.
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Chapter 763 Benjamin Left Early

Arissa glanced at the time and replied, “I think we’ll eat it in the hospital.” Edwin nodded
and quickly headed to the kitchen to pack the food. Meanwhile, Arissa took the
children’s water bottles to fill them up.

“Sweethearts, you all should drink more water. Refill it when the bottle’s empty, but be
careful not to burn yourselves, okay?” she reminded the children. “Yes, Mommy!”

The six children nodded in acknowledgment. Arissa finished preparing everything, yet,
Benjamin was still nowhere to be seen. After she helped the children into the car and
was about to leave, Benjamin still did not show up.




“Edwin, is Benjamin not at home?” “Mr. Graham left early in the morning. Did you not
know?” Edwin looked at her in confusion. With an awkward smile, Arissa answered, “I
slept with the children last night, so | wasn’t aware of it.”

After bidding Edwin goodbye, she brought the kids to the hospital. As Edwin watched
the car leave, he felt worried. Mr. and Mrs. Graham were fine the night before. Why did
Mr. Graham leave early in the morning without informing Mrs. Graham?

He was not the only one who noticed that something was amiss. Meanwhile, in the car,
the six children studied Arissa’s expression and could sense that she was upset.

‘Mommy, what’s wrong?” Gavin asked out of concern. Zachary echoed, “Mommy, is
something bothering you?”

Arissa snapped out of her trance and immediately felt better upon noticing the concern
in the children’s eyes. She assured them with a smile, “l was just wondering if your
great-grandaunt is awake yet.”

“‘Ms. York, we will see her soon!” Tim comforted her. Arissa caressed the children’s
heads affectionately. “Would you guys like to have some food first?”

They all shook their heads and answered in unison, “We’ll have breakfast with Great-
grandaunt after we reach the hospital.”

“Okay,” Arissa replied with a smile.
“‘Mommy, why did Daddy head out so early in the morning?” Gavin questioned.
“I'm not sure either.”

“Oh.” Her response made the boy frown. It's been a long time since Daddy left this
early.

Zachary looked at Gavin and then at Arissa. “Mommy, did you get into a fight with Mr.
Graham?”

The boy was particularly sensitive to such things.
Putting on a smile, Arissa pinched his cheek. “No, we did not.”
“Then why did you sleep with us instead of Mr. Graham last night?”

Jasper stared at the woman unblinkingly.

Arissa was put in a tight spot, but she insisted, “That’s because | enjoy sleeping with all
of you. Is that not allowed?”




“Of course it is allowed!” Jasper beamed.

“‘But Mommy, whenever you sleep in our room before this, Mr. Graham would come and
carry you away. Why didn’t he do the same last night? Did anything happen?”

Oliver, being a smart boy, noticed something was amiss.

Arissa touched her nose awkwardly and explained, “That’s because | locked the door
last night, and he couldn’t come in.”

Benjamin did come looking for her, but she wasn’t sure if he was planning to carry her
back to their bedroom.

If Benjamin did intend to do so, he could have come up with a way to do it.
However, he left right after one failed attempt at opening the door.
Perhaps he only thinks of me as his sleep aid and wants to hug me in his sleep.

Recalling the phone call he received last night, Arissa felt a pang of displeasure in her
heart.

| don'’t think | have the courage to pursue him anymore. He doesn’t love me, so it's
pointless for me to go after him.

Arissa and the children had breakfast with Mary when they reached the hospital.
Afterward, Arissa sent them to school before heading to the company.

She kept herself busy till noon and was unsure whether Benjamin was in his office.
Finally, she could not find any excuse to avoid him as she had to pass him a document
that needed his signature.

To her relief, Benjamin was not in his office, so she left the document on his table
before heading to the cafeteria for lunch.

The daily news was broadcasted on the television in the cafeteria.

Only then did she find out that Benjamin had gone to attend a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
She stole a few glances at the handsome man on the television.

He looked elegant and charming in his suit and leather shoes.

As she was about to look away, she noticed a woman passing him a water bottle.
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Chapter 764 She Is His First Crush

When she looked over, the scene had already changed. Maybe it's not what | think it is.
“Hey, did you see that? That's Rosetta Adams, right? | can’t believe our CEO is with
her!”

“You haven’t heard about it, have you? | heard they used to be really close to each
other. They’re a match for each other, so it's nothing strange if they’re getting married.”
“Isn’t that Danna?”

“What Danna? Danna’s a loser in comparison to Rosetta. Even Rosetta’s toe is worth
more than an entire Danna. If you insist that there’s some kind of similarity between
them, I'd say the only thing they share is their surname. That’s also why our CEO had a
relationship with Danna.”

“So that means Rosetta’s the CEQO’s first love?”

“‘How can she not be?” Arissa shuddered. That woman’s his first love?

After taking a few more bites of her food, she lost her appetite. She then excused
herself from her coworker and went back to the office.

Her coworkers shared a look with each other at that.

Just the day before, Mr. Graham left the office with Ms. York, so how could he possibly
be with his first love right now? Is this what all rich men do?

Everyone could not help but begin feeling sympathy for Arissa. “Hey, hey. You guys,
why are you all such busybodies? Mr. Graham might overhear you and fire you,” they
angrily told the gossiping people, and the place immediately fell silent.

Everyone knew how much Benjamin hated gossip. “Ms. York didn’t eat much earlier.
Let’s bring some desserts for her.”

“That’s a good idea. She can snack on them if she gets hungry.” A few of them agreed
on that. After their meal, they bought some desserts and brought them back to Arissa.

“Ms. York, we’ve got some desserts to go for you. Hurry up and dig in. Don’t starve
yourself and dive into work instead. It’ll be bad for you.”

Arissa was touched by how her coworkers had brought her food.

“Thank you!”




“It's nothing. Dig in while it's hot.”
“All right!”

Arissa smiled and nodded. Sensing the concerns radiating off the others, she tamped
down the negative emotions in her and gobbled up the desserts.

Men are nothing. | still have work, coworkers, and friends with me. | still have someone
else to worry about me, was what Arissa consoled herself with, and those words lifted
her spirits slightly.

Benjamin never said anything outright anyway. Those heart-throbbing feelings were just
a hallucination. I'll make sure not to feel that way from now on.

Once Arissa polished off her food, she returned to work.

Her coworkers continued to observe her. When they saw her return to her usual
hardworking way, they were baffled.

“Were we wrong? Is Ms. York not with Mr. Graham?”
‘Il be good if they’re not together. She won'’t be sad at the very least.”

“‘Ms. York seems fine. | don’t think they’re actually in a relationship yet.”

When Arissa opened the door and stepped out of her office, she saw them whispering
to each other. Promptly, she arched a brow and asked, “What are you people doing?”

The few of them smiled sheepishly. “Ms. York, we're only worried about you.”

Arissa was touched by their concerns. She chucked and said, “I'm fine. You should get
back to your work. Sorry for making you worried. Go now. You'll be chided if you don’t
complete your work.”

The others turned to look at her to make sure that she really seemed fine before going
back to their work.

Arissa smiled and went back to her office to continue working.

She lost track of time. If not for her coworker reminding her that it was time to finish
work and pick up her children, Arissa would have still been busying away with her work.

She hastily packed up and reminded the others to go home earlier before rushing to
school to pick up her children.




The other children had already been picked up by their parents. Only Gavin, Tim,
Zachary, Oliver, Jasper, and Jesse were still sitting on the stairs at school, waiting for
their mother.

That was the sight that greeted Arissa when she arrived. Her heart ached, and she ran
toward them.

“‘My sweethearts, I'm sorry that I'm late.”

As she said that, she told herself to set an alarm so that she would never lose track of
the time again.

The children dashed over to her excitedly.

They did not mind that she was late at all.
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Chapter 765 Half For Everyone

Jasper said, “Mommy, it’s fine. You came!” Gavin also said, “Mommy, we were just
discussing if we should visit Great-grandaunt in the hospital!”

Jesse chimed in as well, “Mommy, we knew you were going to come, so we waited for
you here.” Arissa hugged them and patted their heads. “I was too caught up with work
that | lost track of the time. I'm sorry. If I'm late again, call me.”

Arissa felt immensely apologetic. “Mommy, we don’t blame you for this at all! It’'s not like
you were very late. The other kids just left,” Zachary consoled.

Nevertheless, Arissa still felt bad. She had broken her promise to her children many
times, yet the children had always forgiven her. “Are you hungry?”

The six children stared at her and beamed. “Come on. I'll bring you to eat.”

After bidding the teacher goodbye, Arissa led the children away. The children also bade
the teacher farewell, waving their hands. “Mommy, let’s get takeaways and eat with
Great-grandaunt instead!” Oliver suggested.

When Arissa saw that the other children were in agreement, she nodded. “Okay, we'll
get takeaways and eat with Great-grandaunt in the hospital. What would you like to
eat?”




“Something convenient. What about some buns and pastries?” Zachary suggested.
After all, in an hour or two, his great-grandaunt was going to be having her dinner.

“Buns will be fine.”

Tim nodded in agreement.

When Gavin saw someone selling buns near the school, he pointed at the person.
“‘Mommy, there are buns there.”

Arissa led the six children over.

After ordering buns with the children’s favorite fillings, she ordered a few bottles of milk
for them as well.

Once she was done ordering their portions and a little extra, she brought them to the
hospital.

“You can dig in first if you're hungry; you don’t need to wait until we reach the hospital. |
have plenty more with me.”

Arissa was worried that the children would be hungry, so she asked them to start eating
first.

“Let’s share for now. When we reach the hospital, we’ll eat with Great-grandaunt.”

Jasper was indeed quite hungry, so he took a bun and split it into six parts.

He even dropped a bit of the filling on his lap, but he quickly picked it up and ate it.
The others laughed at that.

Jasper then gave the portions to the rest of the children.

“Thanks, Jasper!”

After that, Jasper happily munched on his portion of the bun.

“‘Mommy, we don’t have enough for you. You should eat one whole bun!”

Arissa smiled at her children.

“All right!”

She then gave three more buns for them to share.




“Half for everyone. There’s no need for you to split them into such small portions. It
won’t even be enough for you. Remember, | bought plenty!”

Arissa took one out and began digging in. It was a small bun, and she soon finished it.
The children were delighted.

Gavin shared with Tim, Oliver shared with Zachary, and Jasper shared with Jesse.
They had a merry time eating the buns.

After having some buns and some milk in their stomach, they beamed.

“Sweethearts, was everything all right in school today?”

“Yes!”

“Did you learn anything new?”

The children took turns reporting their days, and Arissa enjoyed every moment of it.

It was a lively moment on their way there. Even after they arrived at the hospital and
went to visit Mary, the children remained energetic.

Arissa’s smile remained glued on her face as she watched the happy children.

The eight of them had dinner together.

It was only after Mary fell asleep did Arissa bring the children back to the Graham
residence.

The children were perplexed when they saw that Benjamin was not home.
Gavin asked, “Mommy, is Daddy still working in the office?”

Arissa did not know how to respond to the boy’s question, for she did not know where
Benjamin was.

She had only seen him at noon when she went upstairs to deliver documents; she did
not know if Benjamin even went back to the office after that.




