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“What? Their deposits?” Oliver gasped as his heart leaped into his throat.

After establishing his food and beverage company, Oliver had hastily opened
dozens of chain stores in Jadeborough in an attempt to monopolize the market.

Furthermore, there was a membership system with his restaurant. If the
customers used the restaurant’s e-wallet, they would get twenty percent off
every meal.

Many of the customers wanted that discount, so they had topped up their
e-wallets.

That was the money Oliver had used to quickly expand his business.

In other words, there was no way he was going to pay them back at such short
notice.

“Sir, what do we do now?” the assistant anxiously asked.

“D*mn it!” Oliver cursed again as a scowl appeared on his face. “They won’t get a
refund! Ignore them. Their protests will die down soon.”

“But…” the assistant mumbled with a deep frown. “They’re really adamant about
getting their refunds. When I was on my way up, I even heard them talking about
how they’re going to report us to Specialized Forces if we don’t give them their
refunds.”

“Specialized Forces?” Oliver squeaked as cold sweat began rolling down his face.

His company had not always done the most legal things. If Specialized Forces
were to get involved, not only would his company be closed down, but he might
also end up like Henrick.

After all, Specialized Forces could not be bribed. He would be doomed if he were
to become their target.

Argh. These people sure know what my weak spot is.

Oliver then said, “Go downstairs and calm them down first. Tell them to mull over
it for a day first. If they still want a refund after a day, we’ll then refund them.”
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“But…” The assistant hesitated for a moment before going on, “They’re really
insistent on getting their refunds. I’m afraid they’ll be back after a day. Moreover,
the company has no money left. We’ve spent them all on the opening of
branches.”

Oliver clenched his fists out of frustration.

At that moment, he started regretting his decision to mess with Arielle.

Now, Arielle had turned out to be a philanthropist while he became the
despicable villain.

Oliver then huffed, “I’ll find a way. Just go and calm them down first.”

“Understood.” With a nod, the assistant then left.

Oliver paced and panicked in his office.

He had essentially shot himself in the foot.

Back then, he wanted Southall Group, which was now named as Moore Group, to
collapse. That way, he would be able to get the money to expand his own
business.

However, he never thought that his company might turn out to be the first to
close down.

After a long moment of contemplation, Oliver called Jacob.

He could temporarily put aside Southall Group’s matter, but he could not let
anything happen to his company.

A few seconds later, Jacob picked up the call and mocked, “Have you finally
realized that you’re insane?”

“Shut up! You won’t be able to escape this either. I have the dirt on you, so I’ll
drag you down with me if I’m doomed,” Oliver snarled.

Jacob’s tone instantly turned cold.

“Oliver, this is the mess you’ve made. What are you trying to do by dragging me
into this mess? If you’re really that capable, go after that girl! If you want to drag
me into hell, I’ll make your end way worse than mine, believe it or not.”

Oliver then took in a deep breath to calm himself down. “Jacob, let’s make a
deal.”

“What is it?”



“I’ll transfer you all the shares I have of Southall Group, and you give me a
hundred million. From then on, I won’t compete with you for Southall Group
anymore.”
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“One hundred million?” Jacob scoffed. “Ever since what happened to Mr. Southall,
the company stock price has dropped tremendously. What makes you think the
puny amount of shares you’ve got there are worth one hundred million?”

“Jacob! Stop it with your dirty tactic! You know for certain what this one hundred
million means!” Enraged, Oliver slammed his desk and held his phone ever so
tightly.

In fact, it would mean that he was ready to completely let go of the precious
Southall Group. If it was not for his own F&B company’s sake, he would have
never let it go. It was just that the company was in deep trouble, so he had no
choice but to turn to Jacob.

Upon hearing that, Jacob kept silent. If Oliver goes crazy and drags me down with
him, it’ll not end well for me either.

“All right, one hundred million it is. I won’t be able to gather that much money in
such a short period of time, though. The soonest I can do is in three days’ time.
But before that, I want you to set things straight and make sure everyone sees it
online. Tell everyone that I had nothing to do with what happened, and it was you
all along.” After not less than two minutes, Jacob finally spoke again.

Caught between a rock and a hard place, Oliver had no choice but to comply. “All
right. Three days.”

Both of them then agreed upon a date for the official agreements to be signed.

After Oliver hung up the phone, he sat in his chair for a long while. His mentality
toward the whole situation had changed.

After he chain-smoked two cigarettes, he logged onto Twitter. Just a few
minutes later, a trending upload appeared, which read: Oliver Confesses.

The netizens all clicked into it and saw Oliver confessing to his mistakes. Along
with the confession, Oliver had announced that he had resigned as the director
of Moore Group with immediate effect.
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However, the netizens didn’t sympathize with Oliver one bit. Their comments
started flooding in.

My goddess could’ve easily been in his exact position now if it weren’t for the
victims in Jadeborough University and Southall Village. Shame on you, Oliver!

Isn’t it a bit too late now to confess? What’s the point?

When Oliver read how the netizens were all criticizing him, he smashed his phone
in frustration. B*stards! All of them!

Meanwhile, Vinson’s car arrived at the technology department building.

When Arielle was about to get out of the car, she heard Vinson commanding
Rayson in a cold voice, “Shut your eyes.”

Heeding his words, Rayson shut his eyes instantly. The next second, Vinson kissed
Arielle passionately, making the woman’s face turn beet red.

Oh, my god! What’s the point of asking Rayson to shut his eyes? Wouldn’t that
make it even more obvious?

Embarrassed, she lightly pushed Vinson off. Fortunately for her, he backed off
right away because he meant for it to be just a playful smooch.

Blushing, the woman blurted, “This is inappropriate.”

“How is it inappropriate for me to kiss my own wife?” Vinson asked directly. “I’ll
leave Rayson here with you. Come find me after you’re done.”

“Find you?” Arielle was puzzled. “Is something wrong with your company?”

“Rayson’s wife fetches him every day after his work. I’d like to have my wife fetch
me off work too,” Vinson replied awkwardly.

Although Rayson had his eyes shut, his hearing was definitely not impaired. Upon
hearing what Vinson said, all he could do was cringe. He’s absolutely shameless!
My wife has never fetched me from work!

Without knowing that Vinson was just spouting nonsense, Arielle felt
sympathetic toward him.

With his status and unfriendly aura, it’s no wonder no one ever dared to pick him
up from work. With that in mind, Arielle nodded. “All right, I’ll come to get you
later.”

“Oh! Before I forget…” Vinson paused and smiled enigmatically. “Bring along
dinner, please. Preferably if you prepare it with love!”
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Although Arielle was blushing uncontrollably, her voice remained icy. “Don’t push
your luck.”

“But Rayson’s wife prepares lunch for him almost every day!” Vinson complained
with a pout.

Once again, knowing his wife was actually working in Epea, Rayson was cringing
over what he had heard. This guy is unbelievable!

Without any knowledge of the truth, Arielle sighed helplessly. “All right then, off
you go. So annoying.”

Her words did not reflect the thoughts on her mind, though. She called him
annoying, but she already had an ideal menu for him in mind.

Meanwhile, in the technology department building, the designers found out
about the truth, and people started to talk.

“The table has turned! The trending topic says that Oliver has confessed about
what he has done to Madam Chairman!”

“Oh, my god! So that’s what actually happened. Shame on Oliver for bullying a
lady!”

Although Kimi didn’t see the trending headline, he knew what the others were
talking about, causing him to breathe a sigh of relief.

At this moment, someone rushed in and announced, “Madam Chairman is here!”

Feeling a weight lifted off his shoulders, Kimi rushed out to welcome Arielle.

However, the person in charge of the technology department was caught in a
dilemma upon receiving the news. After Oliver had resigned, he told him that all
of his ex-subordinates would be answering to Jacob instead. Now that the
circumstances have changed, should I continue executing my plans? But the
reason Arielle got off the hook is because of the hundreds of millions instead of
her own capabilities. She wouldn’t be able to hold on as chairman for long.

After much consideration, he gritted his teeth and decided to continue being a
spy for Jacob. Then, he got to his feet to welcome Arielle as well.
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When he arrived at the entrance of the building, he saw Kimi talking with the
woman.

“Madam Chairman, where’s the bionic arm?” Kimi was puzzled when he noticed
that Arielle had arrived empty-handed.

Casting a glance at the person in charge, she instantly knew that he was secretly
working for Jacob. Well, one down, one more to go. That’s a relief.

Arielle pursed her slips slightly. “I needed the bionic arm for something else. I
came over to pass you guys the codes.”

Kimi’s eyes lit up immediately. “You’re done encrypting the data?”

Arielle nodded. “I’ve also tested it. We should be able to start the manufacturing
process tomorrow if everything turns out well.”

Upon hearing the good news, Kimi was unbelievably thrilled. The other designers
were also bursting with joy.

“Madam Chairman, you’re incredible! Truly amazing!” Kimi praised.

“Oh, stop it.” Arielle smiled before continuing, “Let’s go key in the data into the
other prototypes before testing them out again.”

“Yes, let’s go!”

Along with the other designers, they all headed toward the laboratory. Except
for the person in charge, he stealthily headed back to his office and informed
Jacob about what Arielle said over the phone.

“Not bad,” Jacob responded coldly.

“Indeed, but don’t worry. Oliver had already seen this coming, so we’ve already
reached an agreement with the manufacturers before this. Even if her codes
work, none of them will help her with the manufacturing process. In other words,
her code is useless.”

“Oliver made a smart move,” Oliver sneered. “Proceed with the initial plan, then.
Pay the manufacturers off, no matter the price.”

“Understood!”

Over at the laboratory, the bionic arm was working well after the data was keyed
in. It was a success!

A round of cheers soon erupted.



“Ms. Moore, what did you do with the first prototype, though?” Kimi asked
curiously.
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Arielle paused for a moment and shrugged. “Don’t worry about that. Once the
bionic arms are launched, you’ll have your answer.”

Kimi nodded and didn’t ask further. He then held up the bionic arm and started
caressing it affectionately. Finally! You’re about to be launched! He was so happy
that he started crying tears of joy.

“I’m sorry you had to see that, but I’m just so excited!” Kimi said to Arielle
embarrassingly while wiping his tears.

“It’s all right.” Arielle shook her head. “I know how you feel.”

Arielle knew exactly how Kimi felt because she reacted the same way when the
robotic pacemaker research succeeded.

Laughing awkwardly, Kimi uttered, “Now we just need to market it and start the
manufacturing process. Tomorrow, I’ll personally pay them a visit and instruct
them accordingly.”

“Actually, about that…” Arielle trailed off and glanced around the laboratory.
After she made sure that the person in charge was not around, she continued,
“Regarding the manufacturing process, I’d like to get my friend to do it.”

“Your friend?” Kimi asked, puzzled.

“Yes,” the woman replied with a nod. “This party has a lot of prior experiences
with AI technology products. They are one of the best manufacturers in the world.
However, the factory is located in Lightspring, Epea. I’ll ship the prototype over
directly to them. You just need to prepare a more accurate blueprint for me. By
the time they’re done, they’ll send the products back to Chanaea for us.”

“So we’re manufacturing it in Lightspring? May I know the name of your friend’s
company?” Kimi queried.

“Sann Group. You should’ve heard about them.” Arielle smiled enigmatically.

“What did you say?” Kimi exclaimed loudly as his eyes widened in bewilderment.
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“Hush!” Arielle made a shushing gesture. “As you know, the company is in turmoil
now. Besides, there are people who purposely try to stir things up. In order to
not let this get sabotaged, I’ve decided to let Sann Group handle the
manufacturing process. Hence, you should just keep this piece of information to
yourself. As far as the others are concerned, the manufacturing process is being
carried out somewhere outside of Jadeborough.”

Hearing that, Kimi nodded profusely.

Sann Group was the best manufacturer in the world for AI technology products.
Just the year before, the robotic pacemaker was a groundbreaking achievement,
and it took the industry by storm. However, they were known for extremely high
asking prices, and they were not into mass production. Hence, only the rich
people were aware of the robotic pacemaker.

Although the bionic arm was less significant compared to the robotic pacemaker
in terms of saving lives, they were confident that there would be a high demand
in the market.

Arielle slightly nodded when she received the blueprint from Kimi. Without
wasting a second, she contacted Sann Group right away. With an order from her,
the manufacturing process started.

After she dealt with Sann Group, Arielle proceeded to set up a meeting with the
designers to decide on the selling price.

After a round of constructive discussion, they agreed to sell it at one hundred
and fifty thousand each. That was the lowest price they could go with because
the costs were extremely high. Besides, they had invested a lot of time and
energy into the early stages of the research.

Once the selling price was set, Arielle stood up and said, “Leave the marketing
tasks to the people in the marketing department. All of you should take a break
and have a good rest.”

Upon hearing that, everyone in the conference room cheered joyfully.

In the midst of all that, the person in charge was standing by the door outside the
conference room. Haha! Laugh while you still can! Wait till you all find out that no
one in Chanaea would help with manufacturing! By then, all of you are doomed!
He then left and continued bribing the manufacturing companies he had yet to
meet.

In the meantime, Jacob had just transferred the first payment to Oliver from his
office. That was when the technology department’s person-in-charge paid him a
visit. He went there requesting the money needed for bribery purposes. At that
instance, Jacob’s heart ached for his pocket.

Never mind, once I get my hands on Moore Group, I will sell off all of its assets. I
can recoup the money in no time. He managed to calm his nerves.
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After Arielle left the technology department building, she went to Maureen’s
Kitchen to get dinner for Vinson. However, Rayson left her there because he was
needed somewhere else, so she had to go to Nightshire Group’s headquarters on
her own.

She felt nothing out of the ordinary when she was at Maureen’s Kitchen, but
when she arrived at the main entrance of the headquarters, she felt inexplicably
nervous, even though it was not even her first time there. She had been there
numerous times back when she was shooting commercials for Soir Coffee.

The reason her heart was racing was because it was her first time at the company
as Vinson’s wife.

When Arielle raised her head and saw the skyscraper before her, she gulped
nervously. Since I’m already here now, I can’t possibly just run away! Taking a
deep breath, she entered the building.

Vinson’s headquarters comprised a total of seven floors. The highest floor was
where Vinson’s office was located.

Wow! This is indeed the biggest company in Chanaea. One day, I’m going to build
something just like this for Sann Group just for the sake of showing off!

“Hello.” Arielle arrived at the front desk. “I’m here to look for Vinson.”

The receptionist didn’t bother to lift her head as she was busy signing for a
courier. “Do you have an appointment?”

“Appointment?” Arielle’s mind went blank for a moment. She then held up the
food in her hand and uttered, “I guess so.”

“You guess so?” The receptionist frowned before picking up the appointment
schedule. “What’s your name?” she queried.

“Arielle.”

“Arielle?” The receptionist flipped through the schedule and shook her head.
“You didn’t make an appointment. Please fill out a form first.”
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“You want me to fill out a form?” Arielle’s brows furrowed incredulously. Vinson
was the one who requested for me to bring him dinner. Yet, I’m required to fill
out a form?

“Yes. It’s our procedure.” The receptionist then put the schedule aside and went
back to dealing with a man from the courier service company. While she was
checking through the paperwork with him, she blurted at Arielle, “After you’ve
made your appointment, it’ll be vetted by the CEO’s office. Once you’re cleared,
we’ll then set up a date for you.”

Hearing that, Arielle muttered expressionlessly, “And how long will it take?”

“I can’t give you an exact date, but usually it takes two to three days. It depends
on when the CEO will be free.”

“Two to three days?” Arielle could not help but laugh upon hearing that. How
could I wait two to three days? His food will be all moldy by then! He asked me to
bring him dinner, just to make me wait for a few days? What’s wrong with him?
It’s a different story if I came here on my own accord, but I was requested to be
here!

Arielle had always been an unflappable person. Even when Henrick forced her to
kneel before him back then, she remained calm. That was because Henrick meant
nothing to her.

Without realizing it, Arielle had become a short-tempered person, especially
when it concerned Vinson.

Darn it!

Clenching her teeth in anger, she took out her phone to call Vinson. “Vinson, I’m
downstairs now. Your receptionist told me to wait for two to three days. Do you
want your dinner or not?”

“You’re here?” Vinson stood up abruptly and rushed down. “Just a minute. Wait
for me. I’m coming down to get you now!”

Upon hearing that, the fire in Arielle’s eyes dampened.

Throughout the phone call, the receptionist was still busy dealing with the
courier. Hence, she didn’t know that Arielle had already spoken to Vinson over
the phone.

The moment she was finally done with the courier, she slightly gazed toward
Arielle from the corner of her eyes. When she noted that the other woman was
still there, the receptionist grew annoyed. “Are you going to fill out the form or
not? If not, then get out!” she thundered with a frown.
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