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| knew Ashton’s stubborn personality like the back of my palm. He
wouldn’t take no for an answer. To achieve his goals, it was likely
that he'd already started to brainstorm for other ideas to
convince me.

Nevertheless, | was happy that he had his attention fixated on
something else. It meant that Ashton was finally breaking free
from the Hall family.

After waiting in the car for several moments, Ashton finally
arrived late on purpose. When he got into the seat next to mine,
there was a dark expression that loomed across his face.

Even when the car started, Ashton did not spare me a single
glance. Instead, he kept his hands firmly on his knees. It looked
like he was drawing an invisible boundary between us.

Although | had only ever seen women sulk in silence, Ashton’s
sullen demeanor was no different. In fact, the petulant pout on his
face looked extremely out of place.

The sight of Ashton’s clenched jaw caused me to stifle my
laughter. In an attempt to catch a better glimpse of his Face, |
leaned Forward. At the same time, the car drove over a sudden
bump that sent my flying forward because I'd forgotten to put on
my seatbelt.

The next thing | knew, a pair of muscled arms had wrapped around
my waist and guided me back to my seat with a firm yet gentle

grip.

Immediately, | looked up and saw a deep frown across Ashton’s
forehead. A look of exasperation and frustration was present in
his jet-black eyes.

It felt like I could read his inner thoughts. Even though he's angry
at me, his rage wouldn’t stop him from protecting me.
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Unable to hold back my laughter anymore, I burst into a fit of
giggles.

When he heard my laughs, Ashton’s mood seemed to worsen.
After all, he must have never faced such a predicament before. In
the past, he was the one who put others on the spot. Now that the
roles have been reversed, he must be feeling very gloomy.

Despite his foul mood, he kept one of his hands stubbornly
wrapped around my waist. Ashton spent the rest of the journey
with his face turned to the window as we sat in silence.

On the other hand, | followed in Ashton’s past footsteps. Brazenly,
| ignored his Foul mood and leaned my head on his shoulder
throughout the entire car ride.

The couple who planned to adopt Shaun were a pair of university
professors. Although they spent a long time waiting for our arrival,
they did not complain. Even when they greeted us, the couple was
amicable and cordial.

From this act alone, | could discern their true personalities and
character.

Ashton and | quickly settled down opposite them. Although we
were supposed to discuss Shaun’s adoption, Ashton’s
subordinates had already done a thorough background check on
the couple. Hence, we made idle small talk.

After mulling it over, | said to Yuna earnestly, “Shaun is
introverted and shy. Once you bring him home, | hope you and
your husband will be patient with him. Please give him ample time
to adjust.”

Throughout our entire conversation, Yuna had a warm smile on
her Face. When she heard my advice, she quickly nodded. “Mrs.
Fuller, please relax. We can’t bear any children of our own. Shaun
will be in safe hands. We promise to treat him like he's our own
child. Eventually, we believe Shaun will accept our sincerity and
love.”
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While she spoke, Yuna glanced at her husband as they laced their
hands together. | could see a spark of gratitude and joy gleaming
in the couple’s eyes.

| nodded my head in satisfaction. It looks like Shaun has found the
perfect home. Fate has led him to this loving couple.

Right then, loud yells echoed from the back of the house.
“Oh no, Ms. Audrey fell into the water! Please help!”
“Quick, she is choking on water!”

When | caught wind of the panicked cries, it felt like a bolt of
lightning had struck my body. Instantly, my entire mind turned
blank.

Immediately, | jumped to my feet and hurtled toward the back of
the house without any regard for my appearance.

When | got to the scene, the bodyguard had rescued Audrey to
shore. Judging from her limp body, she must have fallen
unconscious. Without any delay, the guard began to perform CPR
on her.

Fortunately, Audrey’s condition was not severe. It only took the
guard a few pumps before the water she’d swallowed earlier came
spluttering out of her mouth.

Swiftly, the maid wrapped a large towel around Audrey’s wet
body as Ashton scooped her into his arms and rushed into the
house.

Now that Audrey was out of harm’s way, | heaved out a huge sigh
of relief. However, just as | began to Follow Ashton, | noticed a
few guards hovering in a circle nearby. When | ventured closer, |
realized Shaun was also a victim of the drowning incident.

Although another guard was trying to resuscitate Shaun, the
young boy showed no response.
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“What's the matter?” | exclaimed in worry.

Even the guard'’s shirt was drenched with water. “When we
hurried over, we saw him pulling Ms. Audrey out of the pool. He
must have choked on the water while he tried to rescue her!” the
guard replied as he continued to pump Shaun’s chest.

Even after the guard completed the first-aid measure, Shaun
remained unconscious. In haste, the guard carried him into the
house. “Move aside! Contact Dr. Evans right now!” he yelled as he
ran.

Since Dr. Evans was the Fullers’ private doctor, he lived in the
neighboring villa. After a quick phone call, he arrived in just two
minutes.

The sudden incident threw the Fuller residence into a state of
utter chaos. Worried about Shaun’s wellbeing, Yuna and James
trailed after the guard’s heels.

Although Ashton was keeping Audrey company, | decided to pay
her a visit and calm her emotions.

As expected, | heard Audrey’s sobs the moment | made my way
upstairs.

After all, she’s still a young child. She wouldn’t be able to control
her emotions after such a huge fright.

When | entered the bedroom, Audrey was huddled in Ashton’s
arms. Furthermore, there were tears and snot streaked across her
entire fFace.

“Mommy, | want a hug,” Audrey whined when | arrived at the foot
of the bed.

| quickly hugged her and patted her back to calm her down. “It’s
all right. Daddy and | are here now. There's nothing to be afraid
of,” | murmured to console her.
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After a long moment, Audrey’s sobs finally subsided.

Promptly, | noticed that Audrey was still clothed in her wet
garments. Afraid that she might catch a cold, | ushered Ashton out
and helped her into a new outfit.

“Mommy, how is Shaun?” Audrey asked when | brushed her hair.

It took me a moment before | realized she was asking about
Shaun.

“Do you like Shaun?” | couldn’t shake the feeling that something
was amiss. | urged Audrey to turn around and face me before |
continued, “Audrey, tell me the truth. How did you fall into the
swimming pool? Didn’t Uncle John teach you how to swim?”

“Yes.” Audrey nodded with a look of innocence.
“Then how did you drown?”

Audrey pursed her lips as she looked at me pitifully. “Shaun didn’t
know how to swim. Although | wanted to teach him, he refused to
go into the pool. Hence, | decided to swim alone.” Audrey lowered
her head in guilt. “But | swam too far from the edge. In the end, |
didn’t have the energy to swim back to shore.”

“So Shaun leaped into the pool to save you even though he didn’t
know how to swim. If the guards hadn’t arrived on time, the two
of you might have drowned. Audrey, do you know what you've
done?” Although | didn't want to reprimand her. The situation at
hand was too severe for me to brush it off. | needed to be strict
enough so Audrey could understand the consequences of her
actions.

However, Shaun’s bravery caught me by surprise. In an attempt to
save Audrey, he didn’t even think twice about his own life.

When | chastised her, Audrey hung her head even lower. “I'm sorry,
Mommy. | won’t do something like that again...”

Toward the end of her sentence, Audrey sounded like she was on
the verge of tears again.



Usually, Audrey had a bright and cheerful temperament. She
rarely cried or sulked. Judging from the guilty look on her face,
I'm sure this incident will serve as a lasting reminder.

“All right, it's good that you learned your mistake. However, don’t
forget that Shaun was the one who saved you. What should you
do?” | asked her.

“l will pay Shaun a visit to thank him. | won’t forget to apologize
too,” Audrey replied earnestly.

| nodded in agreement before helping her tidy up her appearance.

When we walked out of the room, Ashton was waiting right
outside. With a single glance, he could tell where we were going.
He quickly carried Audrey in his arms and led the way.

Outside Shaun’s room, Yuna and James were pacing back and
forth anxiously. When we arrived, they tagged along and followed
usin.

“Mr. Fuller, Mrs. Fuller,” Dr. Evans greeted us politely. He was in
the midst of gathering his medical equipment.

Ashton merely nodded his head before he asked, “How is he?”

“He’s out of danger now. However, he still needs to avoid any
strenuous movement as the lack of oxygen has weakened his body.
It'd be best if he has a good rest.”

“Doesn’t this mean that he cannot travel today?” Unbeknownst to
us, John had entered the room. With his hands in his pockets,
John leaned against the doorframe and said darkly, “This accident
doesn’t seem like a coincidence.”
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When Audrey First brought Shaun back from the orphanage, John
was displeased with the boy’s sudden arrival. Right now, it
seemed like John was deliberately picking on Shaun.
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Although Shaun had saved Audrey’s life, | couldn’t help but agree
with John's suspicions.

In comparison to Summer and Gregory, Audrey had always been
more playful and lively. However, she still knew how to control
herself in the right situations. Knowing Audrey’s character, this
drowning accident did not sit right with me.

When John said that, a tense atmosphere Filled the room. No one
tried to refute his statement too.

After a few moments, Dr. Evans was the Ffirst to break this
awkward silence.

“Although he’s in a stable condition, he's displaying some
symptoms of malnutrition. During this period of rest, it'd be best
if you could be more mindful of his diet. If not, it might have
devastating consequences when he's older,” Dr. Evans instructed.

“We will keep that in mind. Thank you so much, Dr. Evans,” | said
gratefully.

“Mrs. Fuller, please don’t thank me. | was merely fulfilling my duty
as a doctor. If there isn’t anything else, will it be all right if | take
my leave?”

“Sure,” Ashton replied nonchalantly.

After Ashton dismissed him, Dr. Evans and the nurse left the
room.

In the wake of the doctor’s departure, Yuna, James, and Shaun
were the only outsiders left in the Fuller residence.

Clearly, John's pointed remark had affected Yuna and James.
Their delight upon hearing that Shaun was fine had morphed into
one of worry and pain. Before we could say anything, Yuna
stepped forward. “Mr. Fuller, Mrs. Fuller, since Shaun is in such a
weak state, it wouldn't be wise for him to go embark on a long
journey. Why don’t we bring him home another day?”
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Judging from the look of worry scrawled all over Yuna’s face, she
must be feeling sympathetic toward Shaun. As a woman myself, |
could empathize with her feelings.

Shaun’s adoption was something Ashton and | agreed on. Hence, it
was bound to happen sooner or later. Nevertheless, it wouldn't
hurt to delay it for a week. This way, we can repay our gratitude to
Shaun for saving Audrey'’s life.

Before | could reply, | heard Ashton’s husky voice echo behind me.
“Can you stand it?”

Immediately, | whirled around and noticed Ashton looking at
Shaun. Clearly, Ashton was telling Shaun that his adoption would
proceed no matter what.

Even when talking to a young child, Ashton remained as
headstrong as ever. How is he so bold? If | were in his shoes, |
wouldn’t even know where to start. Maybe that’s why we are so
compatible together. After all, opposites attract. There are some
things that we just can’t do alone.

Promptly, silence descended over the room. We were all stunned
by Ashton’s coldness toward Shaun. At the same time, everyone
was waiting for Shaun’s reply. As everyone waited with bated
breath, the room was so silent that one could hear a pin drop.

We had kept Audrey in the dark about Shaun’s adoption. Hence,
she assumed that Ashton was merely asking Shaun if he was
strong enough. “Shaun, Daddy is asking if you can stand up and
play with me! Quick, stand up! I'll cheer you on.” Audrey clapped
her hands excitedly to encourage him.

The stark contrast between Audrey’s cheerful demeanor and our
solemn expressions was glaring. Despite that, everyone remained
silent as they did not reveal the harsh truth.

Ashton’s gaze was devoid of any pity. In fact, it was as cold as ice.
Wordlessly, he stared at Shaun as a menacing aura began to
emanate from his tall figure.

After Shaun locked gazes with Ashton for several moments, he
seemed to admit defeat. Quickly, he yanked the blanket away and
clambered out of bed.



“Mr. Fuller, I'm fine.” Shaun raised his head to look at Ashton.
“The housekeeper has already informed me of this arrangement. |
will leave at once.”

“Shaun, where are you going?” Audrey asked cluelessly.

Shaun glanced at Ashton before he tilted his head to look at
Audrey. He smiled at her and said, “I'm going to buy the world’s
sweetest lollipop for Ms. Audrey! Can you promise me to stay at
home until I return?”

“The world’s sweetest lollipop?” Audrey mulled over Shaun’s offer
before a bright smile broke across her face. “All right! But you
have to promise to return as fast as you can. If you don’t, | won’t
play with you again!”

“I promise.” Shaun nodded before his gaze darted toward Yuna
and James. “I'll be leaving now,” he murmured.
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With that, Shaun walked toward Yuna and James.

Yuna was told that her family had to avoid Audrey. While keeping
Shaun close to them, Yuna and her husband nodded emotionally
and looked at us in gratitude. After that, they brought Shaun to
leave the place.

When they walked to the door, Audrey suddenly shouted, “Shaun,
I'll wait for you!”

When they stopped for a moment, a glint of sadness flashed
across Shaun’s face. However, the next moment, they continued
walking and disappeared very quickly.

Audrey felt disappointed because Shaun didn’t even look back at
her. She pursed her lips sadly, fiddled with Ashton’s necktie, and
murmured, “Hmph! Since Shaun ignored me, I'llignore him next
time!”
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Nevertheless, | thought Audrey would forget about it very soon
and wanted to play with Shaun once they met again.

However, Audrey didn’t know that the little boy she liked
wouldn’t return to this house again.

Children were pure-minded and wouldn’t pretend to love or
dislike someone. Also, Shaun was probably the first kid whom
Audrey treated sincerely as a friend. Nevertheless, | supported
Ashton’s decision precisely because of that.

There were no perfect matches in this world, be it couples, friends,
or family members. Instead, perfect matches only existed because
someone deliberately created the illusion.

We had no choice but to get rid of Audrey’s friend to ensure that
no one deliberately got close to her for personal interests.

After a while, Ashton put Audrey down and instructed the
housekeeper, “Bring Gregory and Summer to the swimming pool.”

“Yes, Mr. Fuller.”

After the housekeeper left, Ashton gazed at me and handed over
Audrey’s hand to me. “Bring the kids there. I'll get changed and be
there later.”

With that, he left the room.
Does he—want to teach them to swim?

But John has taught the children before, and Audrey almost
drowned not long ago. Is it necessary to teach them to swim now?

By the time | regained my senses, Ashton had already left. Hence, |
couldn’t raise my doubts. As such, | put on the swimwear for
Audrey before bringing her to the swimming pool.

Gregory and Summer had changed into their swimwear and
enjoyed playing around in the water with their floats when we
arrived.
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Apparently, the two kids didn’t need any guidance with swimming.

Seeing Gregory swimming happily, Audrey let go of my hand and
rushed toward the swimming pool via the ladder.

“Greg, Summer! I'm coming!”

Audrey cautiously dipped her legs into the water but was afraid to
get into the pool. Meanwhile, she fiddled with water excitedly and
wished to get closer to Gregory and Summer.

| couldn’t help but shake my head smilingly. No one can tell that
she has just escaped from drowning!

Since Audrey looked anxious, Summer grabbed her hand and led
her into the swimming pool.

Suddenly, a whistling sound came from behind.

John had changed into his swimming trunks, showing his muscular,
flawless, and slightly tanned body.

“Uncle John, you're so cool! Wow!” Audrey hit the water excitedly
as though she had become John’s fan.

John came up to me with an arrogant smile while putting on his
swim cap.

| couldn’t help but shiver and purse my lips upon seeing his
arrogant face. My God! Does he know how old he is already? How
can he be that shameless before the children?

“Why are you looking at me like that?” Noticing the change in my
expression, John placed both of his hands on his hips and
questioned, “Can you think of any of my contemporaries who still
has a nice shape like me? See, I still have tanned skin and an
eight-pack. Also, my V-cut abs would be more obvious if I didn't
eat a lot these fFew days. Anyway, you're lucky to have the chance
to look at me without paying. How dare you give me a disdainful
look instead?”
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“I didn’t say anything.” With that, | turned around to avoid
dwelling on it. At that moment, | realized that someone was
standing at the door.

Ashton had fair skin as well as attractive chest muscles and abs.
Besides, even his calf muscles looked perfect. | couldn’t help but
feel that Ashton looked like a young and pretty boy compared to
John.

After many years, Ashton still maintained his nice figure and was
fitter than many young men.

| was shocked for a while, but my lips curled into a faint smile. It
was probably the first time Ashton took off most of his clothes in
front of many people. Moreover, even the maids who stood afar
were stunned.

As soon as John and Ashton arrived, the swimming pool became
virtual heaven for young ladies.

At that time, the craziest ladies were my daughters—Summer and
Audrey.

“Daddy, is that you? | can’t believe you still maintain a perfect
figure! Can I take a picture and share it with my friends?” Summer
commended.

Meanwhile, Audrey’s jaw almost dropped, and she couldn’t utter a
word due to excitement.

Since John didn’t want to be left out, he stood at the nearest
springboard and jumped into the pool perfectly. Summer and
Audrey clapped their hands excitedly and shouted, “Wow, Uncle
John is amazing! We love you!”

After a while, John popped his head out of the water and wiped
the water droplets off his face. As he was gasping for air, he
wagged his fingers at Ashton provokingly. “Don’t pose for
photographs over there. Come and show us what you got.”
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After flashing John a disdainful look, Ashton walked toward the
springboard calmly.

Slowly, he spread his arms, held his breath, and jumped.

There were almost no ripples on the water surface when Ashton
dived. The next moment, he swam quickly and came up to the
children in the blink of an eye.

"WOW!"
"Ah h_l'

Once Ashton popped his head out of the water, he placed Audrey
on his left shoulder and maintained his balance with another
hand.

After a while, Audrey came to her senses and felt excited. “It's fun!
Daddy, | want to try it again! Hehehe—"

At that moment, Ashton’s hair was wet and stuck to his head.
Besides, water droplets kept dropping down from his hair.
Nonetheless, he maintained his overbearing aura and said, “Do
you know who you should learn to swim from?”

“I know! I'll learn from Daddy! Also, I almost flew just now with a
whoosh! | want to try that again!” Two days ago, Audrey hugged
John and said she wished to learn everything from him. It turned
out that she was fickle, fFor she only admired Ashton now.

Once Audrey finished, the two men exchanged looks. One of them
showed off his victory proudly, while the other looked helpless.

“Ashton, you're breaking the rules. | mean, anyone can lift Audrey
because she’s so tiny, and thus that doesn’t count! Let’s have one
more round by swimming back and forth in the pool. Whoever
finishes it first will be the winner!” John shouted as he swam
toward them.

Nonetheless, Ashton ignored John's provocation and put Audrey
down from his shoulder. After that, he asked Audrey, Gregory, and
Summer to line up in front of him like soldiers before a
commander.



“Today, | will teach you how to deal with drowning—"

“Huh?” The glint of excitement on Audrey’s face vanished once
she heard Ashton’s command. She asked Ashton helplessly and
cautiously, “Daddy, are we not going to play that game again?”

As Audrey was speaking, her voice got increasingly lower. In the
end, she noticed Ashton’s cold face and dared not say that she
wanted so badly to play the game.

Although Ashton didn’t reply to her, his answer was crystal
clear—no way. As the atmosphere became tenser, John gloated
over it and didn’t persuade Ashton for Audrey.

It was Ashton’s principle to do everything attentively and
wholeheartedly. “Work hard, play hard” was not his motto in
learning any skills. Since children’s attention could be easily
swayed, | agreed with Ashton’s teaching method. Moreover, it was
better to remain cautious because they were dealing with water
now.
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