


: just one luuk that the shnes Iane was .
‘wearing had been torn and fixed from the
inside before, so one could only see the
threads from the outside, which were not
obvious.

The shoes that were fixed were in the size
of 40 and made Jane's feet look as though
they were swollen. She tied the shoelaces
tightly to prevent them from slipping off,

which emphasized the fact that she was
wearing shoes that were enormous for
her tiny feet. It looked hideous and
awkward, but at the same time, heart-
1'-!ii'}lt'u\l‘lfu‘:hirng Alex's eyes traveled upward
.

 from her feet and noticed that Jane was |
ez pail af-:uid cotton pants wit




when worn by Jane. Luckily, the sweater
she wore was slightly better-looking. It
was a medium length cotton top in a

copper-red color with a hoodie that came
with it. The hood had white fur sewed to
the edge that cupped her face, which had
visually made Jane's face look even
smaller despite her outfit. She did not
wear any makeup, but her skin and lips
were extremely pale.

Alex's heart ached at the current state
Jane was in. His heart was heavy with

emotions and bitterness.

Behind him, Andrew asked, '"Master,

should we act now?"
"Later," Alex said.

On his way here, Alex had been anxious
and desperate; he even urged Andrew
countless times to hurry. Upon arrival, he
could not stand to delay any further and
took over to drive himself as Andrew was
exhausted from driving. All that just to
' see Jane as soon as possible; to hold the




>ast triree montns in nis arms. However,
once he was there, he stopped at the sight
of the content smile on her face. He had
not a clue as to how he could possibly get i
n between a couple like that.

Under the bridge, two star -crossed lovers
lean against one another, sharing the
same plate of food. Their meal was the
simplest thing, with nothing but potato
and vegetables, but the two shared bites
with one spoon among them and were
both incredibly happy with it. Alex
thought back to when Jane used to feed
him with a spoon in her hand the exact
same way; the only difference was that he
was leaning on the couch while Jane
spoon-fed him, one bite after another.
She did not eat, nor did she rush to put
the plates away after he was done.
Instead, she circled back to stand behind
th'E 'c:uuch with her fingers buried deep
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feel that Jane did not let her nails |
and now, he could also see that despite ]ier
hideous and outdated outfit, her hands

were beautiful. She had let her nails grow
out and had trimmed them into perfect
shapes. He had always wondered through
all the years he had spent with Jane, all
women who were inspired to be beautiful
would love manicures, but why had Jane
not ever gotten a manicure before? It was
not until this moment that Alex finally
realized that it was not that she did not like
getting her nails done. It was just that
when she was with him, she had to take
care of him, cook for him, and cut fruits for
him. For fruits that needed to be peeled, she

would always do so herself, before feeding
him. When she had the time, she would

massage his head and his entire body; after
that, she even had to wash his feet for him
while massaging every acupoint on his

feet. All those chores did not allow her to
~ grow her nails in fear of scratching him.
Even y 'hgn thejr were bemg intimate, her




d du wnuldalwaysfeale tremely guilty
afterward and said, "Alex, I... Mjr ek ik_ -
into your skin again. I should probably uut |
my nails. I'm sorry that I forgot about ) g

She was so sweet and caring back then.
She obeyed him in every possible way; and

now, though she remained submissive,
there had been a hint of mischief and
cheerfulness on her expression and she
had learnt to grow out her nails. Her nails
were so beautifully kept that Alex could tell
that she did not have to do any chores in
that man's house, despite having to dress
like a beggar without a job and refrain from
buying her own food. He could even
visualize how she did not need to wash her
own clothes now.

When his subordinate asked him, "Master,
should we act now?" Alex stopped him.
There was a burning pit of fury in his heart;
he desperately wanted to cut the man that
- Jane was feeding into pieces right there
_ and then, but he held back. He wanted to
! ';%hemn lwed. andwhatthe tvm
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~ Alex waited near the bridge, and every
second felt like a year. The couple finished
up their meal and Jane put the cutleries
back into the hole under the bridge before
the two went their separate ways to look
for jobs again. Alex did not go after Noah,
but instead followed Jane.

After she split up with Noah, Jane found
her way to a restaurant not far away from
the bridge. She stood before the restaurant
for a while but did not go in.

Alex, who was watching her from a
distance, was confused. ‘Perhaps she hasn't
had enough food to eat just now? Pregnant
women eat a lot, after all. Did she give all
the food to that man so she didn't eat her
fill? Does she want to go into the restaurant
for a good meal, but doesn't have any
money on her? he thought.

B .
Alex was about to have Andrew head over
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glancmg at her in contempt, "'Yui‘j?*-___ hich
cave did you climb out of? Can you even
read?"

Jane smiled. "What are you talking about,
ma'am? It.. It's not like I'm that old, how...
How could I possibly not know how to read?

L

The owner scanned her up and down,
before saying, "What can you do?"

"[...I can do anything. I don't mind the dirty
and exhausting work," Jane responded
hurriedly.

"Well, you definitely can't work as a
waitress, considering what you are
wearing. You look hideous."

A cheerful and relaxed smile appeared on

| ;Jane s face, as she was getting the feeling




pl“etely dumbfuunded at w
I'heanng His driver Andrew felt chills down'
. his spine just looking at his master's

reaction.

"Tell me how much you want, then?" the
owner asked.

"How... How much can you offer me?"

"We pay our dishwasher eight hundred a
month. But.." The owner scanned her over
again, before grinning sarcastically. "You...
are pregnant, aren't you?"

Jane had wanted to cover up her belly to
hide the fact that she was pregnant. She
smiled awkwardly at the woman's question
and said, "Y--yes.. 'm pregnant, which is
why I need a job more than ever. Otherwise,
I..1 won't be able to raise my child once I
give birth to it. Please have mercy, ma‘'am;
| pltlaase let me work here. I...  might be




-fur a juh in tl:us c:ty, but ahe was rejected
even when she wanted to work as a cleaner
" for public washrooms. She could not just
not work for the food on their table. She
could not watch as Noah worked alone to
support his mother and her, not to mention
for her child in the future. She simply could
not. Noah and his mother never let him do
a single chore back at home and spoiled
her as best as they could, so she could not

be ungrateful. Jane looked at the owner, doe

-eyed.

The owner turned around and shouted
toward the back of the restaurant. “Sammy,
bring the bucket of dirty water out and
have her dump it out. I need to test her out.
We don't need spoiled princesses here!”

Knowing that she had a chance, Jane
agreed joyfully, “Test me all you want. I won'
t charge you if I fail."

A teenage boy that looked no older than
eighteen years old stepped out with a
' bucket of dirty water out hurriedly. Jane's
'| %ﬂ "Wlli;l'EnEd In shock as the bucket of
- ;,.-'-E?E?Qh at least thirty
114 s. She gritt ha:rtgeth nd told
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“ took a deep breath to anchor herself
‘before gathering up her strength to her
'.l

,, arms. She picked the bucket of dirty water
- up with both of her hands.

“ .."Everyone, including the owner, the
teenage boy, Alex, and Andrew were
rendered speechless. Alex could not take it

X - any longer and opened the car door
-2 bruptly.

.._' .

hgfere he was about to get out of the

‘?nh ard the owner shoutmg, “Stg
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. up. Please Iust gwe mea chan“é’é‘ e
| money. Eight hundred a month would
mean so much to me."

" " Alex watched in pain, feeling as though
there was something stuck in his throat
and in his heart.

"Let it go, I'll take you in. Just let the bucket
go first," the owner said.

Jane set the bucket down and looked at the

owner in joy.

"I can tell that life hasn't been easy on you.
Our restaurant doesn't usually accept
pregnant employees. After all, we can't
afford the consequences if you are to bump
into something and get hurt. We'd much
rather have a sixty-year-old lady to wash
our dishes with a higher pay instead of
hiring you," the owner continued.

. "1 can take care of myself, ma'am. Even...
-h-l Even if something is to happen, .. I won't
'-.aiter you. Please believe me. I'm not
Ly e {&-andl went thruugha lﬂt >




F. take you in! But considering the fact that
you are pregnant, I can't let you wm:k Ioﬁﬁ '
hours. You will come to work for half a day :
everyday and I'll pay you six-hundred every
month. The job is yours if you are willing to
take 1t."

"Six-hundred?" Jane swallowed hesitantly.
Eight-hundred had already been
insufficient, and now the owner was only
willing to offer her six-hundred. She still
wanted to fight for the eight-hundred. "Can
L

"Forget it, forget it. It's out of my place to
hire a pregnant woman like you to begin.
All I said was that you get six-hundred a
month for working half-days only. We are
both women, so I couldn't help myself

when I see how desperate you are, when in

reality I couldn't possibly hire you."

"I'll take it! I'll take it, even for six-hundred! I
‘Il show you how good I am at this, ma'am. I
will do well. Just for six-hundred!" Jane




~ "Okay, I get it, thank you, thank you so 1
much.” Jane was overwhelmed with joy.

Behind her, Alex felt as though his heart
had been carved out by a knife.

"Master, should we go and take Mrs. Poole
away with us?" Andrew asked.

"You go in there and pretend to be a
customer. Order the most expensive dishes
they have and observe how she..”

"l understand, Master!" Andrew, too, was a
sharp-witted man. He immediately got out
of the car and rushed into the restaurant.

Every second Alex spent waiting in the car
felt like years. He could not figure it out.
How could he miss Jane so much, and yet
manage to refrain from pulling her into his
arms at this very moment? What was he
thinking?
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Jane washing the dishes. She had already
been quite far along in the pregnancy, and
even if it had not been obvious for others to
notice, it was still very difficult to squat
down. She remained in the squatting
position with her hip pointing up while she
washed the dishes, and every now and
then, she would stand back up and lean
against the wall to massage her own back.

The owner went over every now and then
to check with her. "Hey, pregnant lady, are
you okay? If you can't do it, I'll still pay you
for your work today. You can just go and
still you won't be losing anything. It's hard
to watch you work like this."

"I can, ma'am, I can! You don't need to pay

me now. I won't take money from you for

today's work. Just think of today as some

sort of probation. I won't charge for
g.;pmbatinn Don't worry, I will be fine. I will
T tﬂct my child. This is my first child, so I

e lt,,". 'Jane reassured the owner
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tect my child. This is my first child, so I

will treasure it," Jane reassured the owner
‘with a smile.

| ‘_ Alex could no longer hold it in with the
~ scene he had just witnessed. He slammed
~ the car door open and started his way
- toward the restaurant, all the while

commanding, "Andrew, call our men and

get them here. We need to surround the
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} Iai':lmnected Alex's phone rang. He glanced

| mat it and realized that it was from Sabrina.
He instantly picked it up and said, "Why are

you calling me at this time, Sabrina?  Fa

He was just about to tell Sabrina that he
had found Jane when Sabrina’'s voice came
from the other end of the line. "There's
something that I forgot to tell you, Alex.
Just now when I was taking a nap in the
afternoon, I was woken up by a bad dream,
which reminded me of what  needed to tell
you."

"What is it? What dream?”

"I dreamt of Jane jumping off a cliff. Four
months ago when the old Master Shaw

i | -'pama to force me into giving my kidney to
Selene, VI had the exact same dream that




ansrl-unger If that's the case, the
| pussihlht}' of you finding her would be
l,- much bigger compared to before, but..."

She sighed. "But that also means that Jane
is planning to face you off, which means
that the day you find her might just be the

day that she loses all hope and choices. Don
't.. Don't you dare push her into killing
herself. If you do, | am going to hunt you
down for the rest of my life, or until your
death! Remember, Alex Poole! It was you! It
was you who chased Jane out; it was you
who left her with no chance to survive; it
was you who didn't treasure all the things
that she has done for you! That ex-
girlfriend of yours? She is a wh*re! You
threw your lover out for a woman that you
haven't seen for the past ten years! You

were the one who was merciless at the very
beginning! If you force her into killing
herself, I'll kill you!"

m 1
T

ey 'M‘s words had shook Alex to the
e suddenly reahzed that Sahnna




| eastern region. He had invested enormous

| -

from the e nort -E_ﬂ_ﬁtﬂ ut 1 to Soutk ;!_;_1'3.:?]._
and then from South City bacl: to the north-

manpower in each of the searches but
could not find a single trace. HowevVer, he
somehow managed to find Jane after
merely half a month. What did that mean?
It meant that Jane was not hiding from him
any longer. Did that mean that she planned
to fight him with everything she has,
including her own life? Alex's heart
immediately sank at the thought.

"I understand! I am here to look for my wife,
not to kill her! Of course [ wouldn't let her
jump off a cliff. Besides, all things aside, |
don't want any conflict with you either.
Relax, she will be perfectly fine, whether I
decide on bringing her back or not!" Alex
promised sincerely.

"As long as you know what to do!" she said,
before hanging up.

Sabrina had not been sleeping well lately,
nai: muld she eat well. It happened to be




Chapter 14
pter.

She ended up sleeping for a couple of
hnurs, and while she slept for a rather long
period of time, she kept dreaming. In her
dream, she could distinctly see that Jane
had been cornered by a group of people and
had been forced up to the edge of a cliff.
Jane turned around to look down the cliff,
before smiling bitterly at the people that
were after her and said, "I've been waiting
for this day for so long. The weather today
is so nice that it's just perfect for me to
jump off this cliff! But you listen to me, Alex
Poole! The one thing that I regret doing
most is coming to know you and longing
for the protection you have provided me. |
should have known how fate works. I
should have known that the protection you

provided me will only end up being the one
thing that hurt me most. I would rather be

uppnsnned for life, or to be beaten to death,
than to knnw 'fnu. A.t least I wouldn't be




Chapter 14
pter.

She ended up sleeping for a couple of
hnurs, and while she slept for a rather long
period of time, she kept dreaming. In her
dream, she could distinctly see that Jane
had been cornered by a group of people and
had been forced up to the edge of a cliff.
Jane turned around to look down the cliff,
before smiling bitterly at the people that
were after her and said, "I've been waiting
for this day for so long. The weather today
is so nice that it's just perfect for me to
jump off this cliff! But you listen to me, Alex
Poole! The one thing that I regret doing
most is coming to know you and longing
for the protection you have provided me. |
should have known how fate works. I
should have known that the protection you

provided me will only end up being the one
thing that hurt me most. I would rather be

uppnsnned for life, or to be beaten to death,
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3 S‘outh GltY Why would you suddenly thmk
" back to all those things that happened in
the past? You shouldn't think about it, Mrs.
Ford, because it's all in the past. There will
only be good days awaiting you from now

L1

on.

Sabrina smiled bitterly and said, "Aunt
Lewis, do you know that I've been in jail
before? I never graduated from college and
there hadn't been anyone who was willing
to be friends with me. [ grew up alone. How
I wished that I could have someone to call
my friend? Back when I was a child in the
Lynn family, I saw that they would invite so
many kids over for Selene's birthday and
each one of them would dress up
beautifully. In order to befriend them and to
get them to play with me, | had even gotten
down on all fours for them to ride me as a
horse. Back then, they would tease me.
‘There was this game they called the horse-
_hopping game. I would bend down and
support my ankles mth both 1y hands




Sabrina leaned against Aunt Lewis and
continued in a hollow voice, "That's how 1
got through it, until the day Sebastian
brought me back from Ciarrai County. He
took me to one of the gatherings with his
friends and that's the first time [ saw Jane.
She was so beautiful and elegant, and yet
not at all arrogant. She was so caring that
when everyone ignored me, she was the
one that handed me a bottle of water.”
Sabrina could still remember it like it was
just yesterday.

"But now, Jane is also pregnant. She is also
scared of being found by Alex. I can tell
from her tone that she didn't care anymore.
Aunt Lewis, will Jane die?"

Aunt Lewis did not know how to respond,
‘and Sabrina did not wait for her answer
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pulling her phone out to call
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Sebastian was making food
th his mother-in-law along with his
child, thinking that he could take some

~ back and put them in the freezer for later.

- When his phone rang, he picked it up for a
~ brief glance and answered, "Alex, how...
How are things going on your end?”




| asked in a depressed voice, "Sebasuan. you
.. Back when you were looking for Sabrina,
had it been difficult for you to approach
her?"

|1

"Did you find Jane?" Sebastian
immediately asked.

Alex shook his head. "Your darling Sabrina
just called and warned me not to push Jane

too far if I manage to find her. Otherwise,
Jane would kill herself "

Sebastian sighed. "Based on Sabrina's
personality, had I approached her
recklessly without any leverage over her,
she would end up before you as a corpse.
Back then, I went straight to Ciarrai County
after finding out that she was there, but |
didn't meet with her right away. Instead.."

“Instead what?" Alex urged desperately.




| "I plotted fora while before approaching
her!" Sebastian blurted out.

"For a woman that fierce, if I had just gone
and captured her right away, she would
have killed herself. How could I let her do
that?" Sebastian said in an extremely
loving tone.

"I get it. Sabrina was right.”
"What did Sabrina say to you?'

Alex retorted impatiently, "She threatened
me the entire time!"

Sebastian laughed. "You deserve 1t!"

"If Sabrina calls you, tell her something
good about me. That wife of yours dislikes
me so much. How could she, considering
how humble [ was to her from the
beginning? Try talking her off of resenting
me."

- "Yeah”

I' {
|,I 1 %

ave to go, Sebastian."




"Get them to back off! Back off!" he
commanded hurriedly.

"Master.." Andrew hesitated.
"Back off right now!"

Andrew immediately took out his phone to
execute his command. After that, he looked
over to Alex in awe. What was going on
with his master? He had never seen him
panicking or hesitating when he was

dealing with his work back in Kidon City.

Why had he become so timid over a
woman?

confused, Alex looked back at Andrew. "
What are you looking at?”

Andrew had not been directly under Alex's
command before and was not familiar with
his temper. Andrew, who was a straight-
forward young man, directly proceeded to
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i He stared into the restaurant mtently as
time went by.

Not far from him in a hotel around the
corner, Lily was sitting by the window and
peeping out of the gap between curtains,
and she felt as though her heart had been
stabbed by hundreds and thousands of
needles. She clenched her fists so hard that
her nails were digging into the flesh as she
glared furiously and gritted out
uncontrollably, "Damn you, Jane! What's so
good about you, huh? You are just a maid!
Just a plaything! How can my fiance care
for you so much, to the point that he gets so

emotional?? Damn it! Curse you, Jane, just
die already! No! I will never allow you to be
happy! You don't deserve to be happy!”

No one knew when Lily snuck into the
'hatel room across the street, not even Alex,
‘because his entire focus was on Jane.




.: "he would have to bid farewell to his wife
after only seeing her once? No! Alex could
not accept such an ending. He had no idea
when, but before he realized it, he had
already acknowledged Jane as his wife. It
had been a thought that he had never had
throughout the years he spent with Jane.
Humans truly were strange beings. Why
was it that they never learned to treasure
what they had until after they had lost 1t?
Luckily, he found her again. The only thing
that was missing was to find an
opportunity to appear before her without
scaring her off. For the entire afternoon,
Alex kept his eyes on the restaurant while
thinking about how he could find said
opportunity.

It was not until the sky was completely
dark at eight o'clock that he saw Jane
~ coming out with her own hand suppurting
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v tﬁémbney on food."

*Mm-hm, [ know! Thank you, ma'am, you
are so nice to me.” Jane nodded repeatedly
with the bag of food.

The owner sighed. "How pitiful. You seem
so delicate. Just look at those hands of
yours; they aren't meant for hard work. You
don't look like ordinary folks with that pale
skin. Even if you haven't said a thing about
it, [ already know that you probably used to
be a lover to some wealthy big boss and
now he has abandoned you. Is it because he
grew tired of watching you get old? Sigh...
Just look at you.. Why do something that
you would end up regretting? Women can't
just focus on enjoying the moment. Here
you are, dressing up like a beggar with a
child in your belly... Sigh! Go back to sleep
until late morning and come back

tomorrow in the afternoon.”

- The owner was clearly someone who had a
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; :»mnem and turned to leave with the.

" food. She dragged her exhausted boclsrb
to the bridge and Noah had already heen
waiting there.

Noah had gotten lucky and managed to
find a job of helping move big furniture for

a moving company in the city, such as
refrigerators and closets. He went back and
forth over a dozen times and earned more
than two-hundred at the end of the day. He
was exhausted and had been sitting
underneath the bridge to wait for Jane for
over an hour. When he saw Jane stumbling
toward him, he ran up to her excitedly and
cupped her cheeks. "Wh--What have you
been doing?? I was worried sick! You can't
follow me out tomorrow. Let me tell you
something, [ earned two hundred today!
That's enough money to support our
expenses for the next week! Be good and

stay home tomorrow. I will keep taking jobs
B 'é.ithis frnm now on. The wurking hours
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jard ‘ymore " Once she was done
I g ms sweat off, she went oninan
_ _-:.InEl}' excited tone. "The owner gave
me these. There are a few prawns, half a

chicken thigh, and a few pieces of chicken,

too!

Noah rubbed his hands together happily. *
Come, let's go home for a big meal!”

~ ".." Alex, who was observing them from
afar, did not know what to say.

._”.-!-_i.




fmm a sma]l restaurant hke it was a
luxurious meal... Were those things not
supposed to be something one would throw
away? Alex's heart ached and what hurt
him most was seeing the expression on
Jane when she looked at Noah. Her eyes
were filled with contentment, happiness,
and boundless love toward the man.

“This woman! She has only been away from
me for four months! Just four months, and
she has already fallen in love with
somebody else?’ he thought. For a moment,
he wanted desperately to run up to them
and cut the man in half with a sword, but
he managed to hold back, as the words of
Sebastian and Sabrina remained
distinctively in his brain. He had to wait for
the best timing. However, the best timing
aside, Alex did not know if he could even

get through the night. Could he still refrain

himself if he was to follow them home to
see Jane sleeping with that man? Tens of
thousands of voices echoed inside his

head, telling him that he would not be able




Imstel that annnmmodated-. many
people He spotted people that came m
with one of those strollers they used in
construction sites; there were masonry,
upholsterers, scavengers, and of course,
women who sold their bodies for a living.
There had been over a hundred people
living in the enormous hostel and each
room left little to no space, with the biggest
room being merely thrity square mefters
which accommodated twenty construction
workers; the smallest room was about ten
square meters that provided just enough
space for a queen-sized bed, a dresser, and
a simplistic closet. It was not hard to
picture what kind of people would stay
there.

Sebastian once told Alex, "Sabrina used to

live in the slum. It was a pretty rough

neighborhood where there were all sorts of
people. She has been through it all, and I
'wunt allow her to suffer one single bit from

"
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to a total of thirty square métersat firot:
sight, the area that was further in was
slightly smaller and was taken by Jane
herself. There was another bed in the outer
area that belonged to Noah's mother. Apart
from the beds, there were only a few bags
made from snake skin, a small stove that
was built with simple woodwork and a
cooker for meals. When Noah and Jane
arrived home, the old lady was heating up
their dinner.

When she saw her son coming in with

Jane, the old lady immediately said
cheerfully, "You are back! ] made dinner. I
ve put quite a lot of butter into the mashed
potato I made this morning and it tastes
great. I couldn't bring myself to eat it. An
old hag like me can't eat much anyways, so
I saved them for you." She then opened the
lid of the cooker to reveal the contents to
the two of them.

. _Jane-'-s ayes widened In awe. "Mﬂm what is




| "’l‘here was this kind farmer that sells
| vegetables and gave me all the leaves
because no one would buy them, but they
are edible. I came home and mixed up some
flour to make half a dozen veggie tacos. I
tried one just one, and the seasoning is spot

-on. Go wash your hands and prepare for
dinner.”

Jane sat the old lady down on the chair,
smiling. "Mom, let's just put the veggie
tacos in the hostel owner's refrigerator for
now. We are in for a feast today.”

"Don't spend your money on unnecessary
things. We need to save it for when you
give birth," the old lady reminded her.

Jane showed her the bag of leftovers in her
hand and said, "We didn't spend any
| Iuj:nnney, Mom. Look, these are all given to
: "“l me by the‘ﬂwner of the restaurant. There
v prawns, hﬂfachmkenhgh,




.8 gh 'al"allthe fmdmthebag Sheha&
stayed in South City before and her son
used to be the manager in a factory, but
still, she had not had many chances to
taste such luxurious dishes.

“Mom, you need to eat some once we heat
these up later. The elderly need to eat more
pawns to get more calcium.”

"Oh, oh, okay, okay! Let's set the veggie
tacos aside first. We will just have them
when we have nothing else to eat some
other day,” the old lady responded with
tears of joy

The family of three heated up the dishes
cheerfully while Alex observed everything
with a pair of binoculars from his car that
was parked outside the hostel

There were windows on both areas in the

room and hence, he could easily see
everything that was happening inside. His
healt was uverwhelmed with pain once




';:I'?.HT_-':.' seer ; 111: ai1n such a care
_ inannerbafnre Her smile
¥ -'that she looked like a young womnn- -

- small child at the same time.

Soon, the dishes had been heated up and
the three took their seats around the stove
to eat. Noah gestured for Jane to eat the
prawns and she refused with a smile, "Let

Mom eat. She needs some nutrition. I might
be pregnant, but I can't eat too much, or I
might have a hard time giving birth." She
then proceeded to peel one of the prawn
and placed it onto the old lady's plate.

The old lady did not hold back and dug in
happily. However, when Jane went to peel
another prawn, that was when the old lady
refused to eat and insisted that Jane have
it.

She then placed the peeled prawn onto
Noah's plate and said, "You need to eat
more, Noah. You are the breadwinner of

this household. Mom, my unborn child, and
I all depend on you.” !

Noah did not respond directly, but instead
- placed the prawn back to Jane's plate




| ”' 'rhe three agreed happily. Jane was the one

| whu peeled all the prawns as she was

[Th
l||| |
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exceptionally good at it. It was mainly
because back when she was living with
Alex, she was usually the one that peeled
the prawn before feeding them to Alex.
Alex was extremely particular when it
came to prawns, as he would not take ones
that were overcooked or undercooked. He
only accepted the ones that were cooked
tenderly with a bouncy texture to i1it. The
prawn must remain in its full shape

without being torn in the process of peeling
the shell. Jane had figured that she needed
to devein the prawn and follow the path to
break the shell apart to reveal the entire
prawn. That way, the prawn would taste its
best.

Even at that moment, Jane was still skilled

; m p-e-elmg prawns, but the one that she was

ng them to was no longer Alex. He did

" w how hemanaged tu watr.:h as the




eu'en a day and a mght and you ha ”

| even touched the bed fora second. Y‘o‘ﬂ i .|| ol
need rest. We already know that Mrs. Pnule
stays here anyways, so things will be easier

from now on."

However, Alex could not hear a word. His
eyes remained fixated on the inside of the
room until he lost sight of it after a while,
as most of the people in the hostel closed
their doors and dimmed their lights.

Alex went out of the car abruptly and went
straight into the hostel. The main door of
this type of hostel often remained open, as
no one knew who needed to exit or enter at
night. Alex went to stand underneath the
window of the room where Jane and Noah
stayed boldly, just in time for him to hear
something.

'Haah. stay in my room tonight and let me

ke ¢ Wdcare of yuu, okay?" Jane




was something that he knew wnuld
happen. Those two had spent four months
together, so how could they not be staying
together as well? And yet, when he heard
the words coming from Jane's mouth, he
still could not help the overwhelming
despair he felt within him. He felt a
throbbing in his head as he desperately
wanted to tear the room down. However,
what Noah said next had snapped Alex out
of his blinding anger.

"Silly girl' How could you be so silly? Have
you forgotten what the doctor told you? It's
not easy for you to carry this child to begin
with, so you must be careful. One accident,
and you will lose the chance of becoming a
mother forever. We are bound to get
married someday, so what's the rush?"

; ‘Noah said gently.

e hecame even softer, "But I want
of you, I qe]:hrlt sbeenfuur




s tﬂken m};P mother and fn]]uwed ynu all the
way here if I was not interested in you. of
course I do, but I can't hurt you. I can wait. I
1l wait until after you give birth and
recover. Once it's time, I won't let you go,
even if you don't come to me! [ will show

you what a majestic beast  am then!”
"So talkative!"

"I enjoy being talkative with my wife!” He
laughed, before continuing, "Go in and
sleep. My mom and I will keep you

company out here.’
"Okay. Good night, Noah."

After that, Alex heard small noises of
footsteps from outside the room. At that
very moment, Alex felt such relief that
there was a lump in his throat as he
listened to the noises in the room from the
outside.

'Than]t God! I'm so glad! My wife is still
' not sumeone else's, even 1f her heart




hr.ltel fora shnwer and felt as ene:getm-- '
ever. His driver Andrew kept him company

and the two chatted for a long time until
Andrew ended up falling asleep during the
conversation. Alex realized that Andrew,

too, had not rested for the past day and

night from driving the entire time. He
decided to give Andrew the time to rest, but
was still unable to suppress the excitement
as he laid alone on the hotel bed. Who
should he tell? Who should he tell?

Alex took out his phone and called
Sebastian without a moment of hesitation.
Though Alex, Kelvin, Martin, and Sebastian
were four brothers, but in private, Alex
shared the deepest bond with Sebastian

It was twelve at midnight. Sebastian had
just finished all his tasks of the day back in
South City. Sabrina had not been feeling
well lately; she had been drowsy almost the
nntll'e time and could barely eat. Sehastian




s&nﬂ a few 1mportant emails before

L
i |¥:teppmg into the bedroom.

|| Iff

'f: | "What's going on? Have you been in a bad
' mood these days? Has something
happened? Or are you encountering any

difficulties at work?" he asked.

Sabrina was still depressed. "I don't know
why, Sebastian, but I can't eat, I can't sleep,
and I keep feeling like I want to cry.” As
soon as those words were out, Sabrina
found shelter in Sebastian's embrace and
began crying.

He pulled her close, a surprising
assumption bouncing off his mind, but he
could not be sure. He decided to put
everything aside tomorrow and take
Sabrina to the gynecology clinic for a body
~ check first thing in the morning. Once
Rl &emﬂed, he suftly cnmfnrted the woman in
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' ”ia her eyes shining with tears, she
00 yoked at him seductively and wrapped herr
}i*: ms around his neck before offering her
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was nght he had to refram. He pus
away gently. "Be a good girl, Sahnna.- ﬁ;
today!"

She immediately started crying again. "Do...
Do you not love me anymore, Sebastian?
Don't you want me?" She pouted with a

fragile expression without a trace of the
fierceness she showed a month ago when
she planned to break up and divorce him.

" [}

.- Sebastian did not respond. What was he
supposed to say? That he thought she
might be pregnant, and that was why she
became so emotional? If they went for the
body check and it turned out that he was
wrong, would Sabrina not be even more
upset? He never asked for much when it
came to her getting pregnant. They had
already had Aino, so he did not mind if they
never had a second child. However, her

~ em 'Iponal and physical health was the

,-Er u ' I- Lan .,_
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e for a few days now... ... 1 want you
she muttered whﬂe burymg her; ead/ .
" under his arm.

" 1t would have been a lie if he was to say
that he did not have the urge, but he simply
had to refrain. He had to! But before he
could organize his speech to tell Sabrina
that they could not do it today, Sabrina’s
soft and tiny hands found their way to his
body again. She was so aggressively
seductive and somehow seemed more
fragile than usual. For him to have to see
her acting this way was killing him!

Sebastian turned around and pinned her
down underneath him. That night, he had
been extremely careful with his strength,
not to do as he pleased with her while, at
the same time, satisfying her needs. A

couple of hours later, he was exhausted,
while the woman in his arms drifted off to
. sleep in contentment. He studied her face
~ while she -slept It had heen almost seven
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| am just so happy, you know?"

Sebastian managed to suppress hm .
and asked, "So Jane is willing to come back
with you?"

"ND."

"Then why are you telling me this in the
middle of the night??"

"Because she hasn't become someone else’
s wife," Alex chirped like a small child.

"So you are getting all cheered up because
of just that?" Sebastian asked impatiently. "
Alex, I don't even know if you are truly Alex
Poole anymore!”

"Of course I am. Why wouldn't I be? I'm your
brother, Alex."

L

The woman in Sebastian's arms ended up
veing woken up from the sounds. Sabrina

.
. MCL CTYCS - Y S lal
. e & - e - - g ot L e
- i =X - (- g e e W - o e e ——— A
1 2 el U A e R T M T e B




‘Alex's voice immediately came through the
phone distinctly. "What woman?? It's me,
Sabrina' It's me! 1. I found Jane. You

should be able to see her again in no time!"

Alex could not see Sabrina's expression
through the phone, but Sebastian captured
every expression on her face. Sabrina froze
at Alex's words before breaking into tears

abruptly

She snatched the phone away from
Sebastian's hand in tears and shouted
through the speaker, "What did you just say,
Alex? You.. You found Jane??"

Alex paused for a moment, before asking, *
What's wrong, Sabrina? Why are you
crying?”

"What are you going to do? Are you going to
take her back?" Sabrina's voice was filled

"Alex Poole, be

1 h

] C




out m réﬂe‘asly, 1t wasy .

| "Whn almost beat her to death, antl he was

| left with no choice! She finally met a man
she likes and who likes her back, so why
would you go and disturb her? Why?? I'm
asking you why, Alex Poole!! Jane isn't your
property! Are you a pig or a horse? Do you
not understand English? Do you think of
yourself as God? Do you really think that
you can chase her out when you want to,
and get her back just like that when you
feel like 1t? What are you, God? How dare
you?? You don’t have the right to do that!"

"..." Alex could not react in any way from
Sabrina's relentless attack. He did not
manage to snap out of shock after a while
and stuttered, "Sa--Sabrina, what.. What's
wrong?"

Sabrina felt much better after ranting and
| said, "I'm sorry, I.. I haven't been in a good
e muod lately. I can't really control myself. I'll

i |
|I1|||'1r ;4 ¢ mnuwl"




| ITel l"‘l. 1 \,_.' '.J,- _, T ran off
Ebl‘IY,I Iha?en : Hl h .ad goo
"‘ Iately I can't really control mysb £

ng up now!"

She ended the call and placed the phone
I'.'-'L' over the nightstand before looking up at
. her man with the urge of crying again. She

had never been a crybaby, and she rarely
even asked for attention, but for some
unknown reason, she could not seem to
control her tears for the past two days. In
truth, Sabrina had received a call from Jane
earlier that morning.
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Chapter 1479

It was around two in the afternoon when
she received a call from Jane. Sabrina
answered with surprise, "You are calling

me quite frequently these days, Jane."

Jane chuckled casually. "I don't have to be
afraid of calling you from now on, Sabrina. I

won't run from Alex anymore.

"If there's a crisis, we simply need to
resolve it. There isn't a problem so severe
that we can't resolve it," Jane said
smilingly.

Jane's tone had sounded depressed and

Sabrina got a feeling that Jane was saying
goodbye. Sabrina immediately asked,
Jane, is there anything--"

"Nothing," Jane interrupted her and said, "I
have some good news to tell you. I found a
job washing dishes at a restaurant. I'm just
taking some rest right now since I've
finished washing the dishes. There's

“another good thing that I wanted to share

with you."
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importantly, I found a man that truly loves
me, so [ feel so blessed "

"All the best, Jane," Sabrina replied
sincerely.

Through the short phone call, Sabrina could
sense that Jane was truly living her life
with happiness and contentment, but at the
same time, Jane was also in a state of mind
where she felt as though there was no

hope. Sabrina could not help but feel upset
by it, which led to her bad mood for the
entire afternoon. She could not eat well
even after going home and finally started
feeling better after being intimate with her
husband. Alex called just when she was
about to sleep

Sabrina stared at her hushand with tears in
her eyes. "Say, why are all men this
disgusting? She didn't want to be with him,
so why would he go and intrude on
someone else's life?"

Sebastian held her close. "Go to sleep. I'll be
sure to lecture Alex about this tomorrow!"

"Okay, remember to do that!" With that,
Sabrina went back to sleep.

‘That night, Sabrina managed to fall deeply
. asleep in Sebastian's arms. She dreamt of _




Jane again and this time. She was already
a few months into her pregnancy. Jane was
holding the arm of a middle-aged man as
she looked at Sabrina with a joyful smile_ "
Look, Sabrina, I'm almost due. You should
hurry up and get another child too."

Sabrina felt relieved at how Jane looked
and responded, "I feel so relieved seeing
you like this, Jane. Truth is.. Wealth isn't
really what matters most to a woman. The
most important thing is to find a man that

loves you. Congratulations, you've found it!"

In the end, it was just a dream. When

Sabrina woke up from the amazing dream,

the sky had already brightened up and it

was Sebastian who woke her

‘Get up, we need to take you to the hospital
today."

Confused, she asked, "Why are we going to
the hospital?”

Sebastian pinched her nose and explained, "
You've been having mood swings lately.
You get depressed easily and cry all the
time. Haven't you notice that your period is-
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aying "Hubby,l Am. Pregnant!!!”
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Sabrina stepped out of the bathroom with
tears streaming down her face. Her eyes
were filled with joy when she said, "Hubby, I
'm pregnant, hubby! I am pregnant! Hahaha!

... Sebastian was completely stunned.

Sabrina wrapped her arms around him and
murmured, "I finally know why I'm so
emotional and finding it so easy to cry
lately, hubby! It's because I am pregnant.”

The surprise in her tone and in her
expression was unconceivable, while
Sebastian's joy remained hidden in his
heart. Regardless of how overwhelmingly
happy he felt inside, he did not let it show.

Instead, he simply whispered to his wife, "
Don’'t move so aggressively."

"I know!"

“No more being picky about your food.”

Sabrina had not been a fussy eater to begin

with, she simply lost her appetite for the
| ;p'ast few days. "I get it!"
II | "I
l |I| 1'| - -, u_;dAmoInf l,’;ﬂ school and gﬂ tura .
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The couple stepped out of their beﬁfo: :
happily. Aino had just woken up herself
and immediately noticed something
different about her mother.

"Ms. Sabrina, have you won the lottery?"

"Hmph! I have billions of wealth that
belongs to your father, so do I need to win
the lottery?" Sabrina gloated.

“Then what is it?"
‘I'm not telling you!"
Aino sighed. "I got all excited for nothing."

"What were you excited about?" Sabrina
asked.

‘I thought that there's a baby in my Mommy
's belly, so I got all excited for nothing, didn'
t I? Mommy, can you take me to the mall to
buy a Barbie doll as tall as me next Sunday?

I want to take one home to be my sister,"
Aino said.

s ""Sabnna sneakily threw a smile her




kindergarten before heading over to the
gynecology department of the hospital. An
hour later, Sabrina went out after
completing the body check with a
depressed look on her face.

"What's wrong?" Sebastian asked in
concern.

‘Nothing, hubby. Let's go," she said calmly.

Sebastian grabbed onto Sabrina abruptly. "
Just tell me, what happened?"

She shook her head. "Let's go, hubby. [ don't
want to talk about it now."

"You are going to be the death of me!" The
usually calm man had lost all of his

composure at that very moment and looked
at Sabrina anxiously.

Sabrina lifted an eyebrow lazily. "Stop

asking, hubby, okay? I want to get back into
the car first."

"..." Sebastian paused for a moment, before
pulling her into his arms. "Something
happened, didn't it? Are you not pregnant?
‘ _That's fine, babe, that's fine! It's okay if you
Itﬂt pl'egnanL We nan always try agam

q ada E‘Fﬂn if?““'
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~ other children in the future " ’

He had given up on asking about the

results and turned to reassuring Sabrina
over and over again. Finally, Sabrina could
not hold it in any longer and let out a laugh

before handing the test results over to
Sebastian.

Sebastian took the report and read it word
by word. "Monozygotic twins...
Monozygotic twins? What does that mean?
" He was completely dumbfounded. :

"For a man as smart as you are, how could
you not know what monozygotic twins
mean?” Sabrina looked at him teasingly.

Sebastian shook his head dazedly. He was
the almighty Sebastian Ford of South City,
and who would even dare to utter a noise in
front of him had it been any other time? But
at that moment, he did not feel like he had
been teased by his wife. He was simply




" Chapter 1481

The man was even more confused.

“It means that in the past, you only needed
to serve two people in this family. One of
them is Aino and the other is me. In the

future, you need to serve four people.

“There is another meaning, which is if you’

re first changing the diaper of baby number
one, there is a possibility for baby number
two to climb on your arm and bite you!”

Sebastian was speechless.

“We... We are going to have two new
babies?” the man asked haltingly.

“That's right"”

Sabrina looked at her husband with a broad
grin. “From now on, you have to change the
way you address me, alright?”

Sebastian asked, "Change? Change to
what?"

"'Your Majesty, the Queen! From now on,

II nu" ha?e to address me as Your Majesty!”
i '.1‘ i
II
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~ been cold, calm, solemn, and a person who

f
|

~ never joked around, respectfully bent his

body slightly and raised his hand to
support the woman's arm. “Greetings, Your
Majesty. Please be careful, Your Majesty.
Let me support you.”

Sebastian was not bothered at all by the
people looking at him in his surroundings,
and he just supported Sabrina like this all
the way to the parking lot.

Until she had gotten in the car, Sabrina was
still so smug as if she was on cloud nine. “
You! Sit in the front passenger seat! This
queen is happy today! I'll drive!”

Sebastian did not move.

He could let her do as she pleased for other
things.

He was more than willing to address her as
Her Majesty, the Queen.

However, driving was the only thing he
would not let her do.

| re two children in her belly, so it

o not dm;p in lnlst in case she
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‘The man raised his gaze and looked at the
woman, and then said in a cold and calm

tone. “Get back to the front passenger seat
now!”

Sabrina was speechless.

“One! Two.."

Sabrina obediently ran to the front

passenger seat and sat tight.

Her heart was pounding.

After messing around for a while, Sabrina
was still afraid of him. How had her status
in the family still not risen when she was

carrying two children at once in her belly?
It was not enough for her to sit tight.

The man gave another command. “Be good
and put on your seat belt properly!”

Sabrina responded, “Alnght, I know!"

After taking a pause, she cautiously asked, “




| machismo in his bones!

~ "0Of course! Why not? I'll be the one picking
you up and dropping you off at work every
day anyway. You can even go to work when
you're nine months pregnant,” said the man

while driving.
Sabrina was speechless.

The man sneaked a glance at the silly lady,
then he lightly scolded and sneered.

‘Silly girl! I simply can't do anything with

you!

After sending Sabrina to her company, the
man immediately went to his company.
Kingston, who had been waiting for the
man at the parking lot, immediately came
up to him and asked, "Well, Master
Sebastian, you didn't let me pick you and
the Madam up today, so what's the result of
the check up at the hospital?”

“From today onward, your salary is raised
by ten thousand dollars.”

) l ;,'--;.. nwas Bpeechless



unprecedentedly called out to the
receptionist, “Jane, you are very pretty
today.”

The receptionist was speechless. She was
absolutely dazed.

“Also, from today onward, your salary 1s
raised by two thousand dollars.”

The receptionist was dumbfounded.

When they walked past the logistics
department, Sebastian saw a few janitors,
he then bowed to them with a smile. “Keep
up the good work. From today onward, each
of your salaries is increased by one
thousand dollars.”

The janitors were all speechless.

Sebastian practically entered his office
while humming a tune.

Everyone behind him was confused. They
then grabbed onto Kingston and asked, “Is
this... Is the director okay?"

g Emgﬂtun was not certain as well. Just as he
v ﬂhﬁ“t to go up and get to the bottom of
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f “| 1 10!19 while, only thElfﬂ d
il ask slowly and calmly, “Alex, what e actly

| happened for you to make such a demamn?"

On the other end of the line, Alex's anger
was already so intense as if he was a
volcano that was about to erupt.

Last night, the call Sabrina made to Alex
made him silent for a long time.

He was so happy, but he had forgotten
about the most important thing.

Jane did not cohabitate with that man, but
Jane had already fallen for that man. All of
her heart was for that man!

After Alex had woken up, he went to the
large hostel again, and he just happened to
see Jane and that man washing their faces
and brushing their teeth outside the yard.
The man had just finished brushing his

teeth when Jane already quickly held the
basin that was under the faucet in front of

™ theman*w.ash your face, Noah."

f love. ‘1119 way Jane
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o gir ggl}lealnusy rising in his hearh
made it ache. However, he still did not act
~ on his impulse. He had never been an

I
|
| impulsive person. Now, Jane was already

under his nose. Also, he was certain that, as
Jlong as Jane had not given birth to the

child yet, even after she had given birth, as
long as it had not been a month after that,
that man would never touch Jane. After

having such a confirmation, Alex became
even calmer, and there was a ruthlessness

in his calm expression!

The man and the woman in the yard had a
kind of conjugal bliss. The way the woman
looked when he held the water for face

washing reminded Alex of the past when
Jane was still with him. Every morning, 365
days a year, she was always the one who
woke up very early. She had never slept in,

even in those days after she terminated her
pregnancy.

WhenAlex woke up every mnmmg, the
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I. | -'up-and came downstairs, the ﬁrat thmg

would do was to serve him his brea-kfast.
When he was about to leave the house after
breakfast, she would come to the entryway
and let him sit down. Later on, she would
then smile and change his shoes for him.

Everything in his life was taken care of by
her.

She had been so gentle and devoted to him.

Her eyes were full of admiration and
affection every time she looked at him.

However, now, that gaze of hers was no

longer on him anymore, but they were on
another man instead.

How could Alex stand this emotionally?

How could he accept it emotionally!

Alex sat quietly in the car, and he just kept
watching Jane, that man, and that man's
.. mqthex have breakfast tugether After the
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‘s the same for me to come back an d | m il
you up at noon," said the man whﬂe he_ il

helped Jane and let her get on the tﬁshaw.

Jane brushed the messy hair on her
forehead and said to him, “Noah, it's going
to take up a long time for you to come back

at noon, and what if there are jobs at that
time?

“Even if there are no jobs, you can also rest
for a while at lunchtime.

“I'm fine. I'll just sit under the overpass.
After stuffing some pieces of cotton in my
ears, it's quite good for me to rest under the

overpass. Also, I can be sheltered from the
rain and wind. How nice.”

The man said honestly, "Jane, I'm sorry to
make you suffer like this.”

Jane then smiled and said gently, “Now, I
have you, your mother, and also a child in
my belly. I am especially happy.”
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The two chatted as they walked past Alex's
car. Neither one of them realized that the
man sitting in the car was glaring at them
enviously.

An hour later, Noah and Jane went back to
the bridge they had been at the day before
Noah helped Jane down and took down a
picnic rug, along with some blankets to lay
out undemeath the bridge. He turned
around to look at Jane and said, "Jane,
come sit on top of this and you won't be

cold Wait for me to come back later at

noon.”

Jane nodded. "Okay. Don't burn yourself
out, Noah."

Noah went, and she sat alone underneath
the bridge like a quiet young woman who
had not learned a thing out in the world yet.
She remained there for the entire morning,

getting up to stroll around from time to
time.

'W:hgn she was walking around, she would
'f_My baby, let's hope that your daddy
Iﬂﬁnﬂ.ﬁa job thisl.mpmmg so that he can




| wod
il |

| her back eventually. Be good mgr baby.baa :
good child."

Jane's eyes did not leave her belly for the
entire time that she was murmuring to
herself. The expression on her face had
been so contented and gentle that Alex
could not help but drown in it. That was his

child! That child belonged to him, Alex
Poole!

At that very moment, as he watched Jane
walking back and forth underneath the

bridge while speaking to her unborn child,
he could no longer take it. He just could not!
However, just as he was about to push the

car door open to get out of the car, the other
man came back.

Noah appeared before Jane with his entire
body covered in dirt. Startled, Jane
immediately asked, "What happened to
you, Noah?"

N‘uah‘ grinned showing his shining white




| d.'-and 1 eamed a hundmﬂ ami fifty in just
one morning!" R

Jane's eyes widened in awe. "A hundred
and fifty, that means three hundred a day
and nine thousand a month. That, plus the
six hundred I earn, we are going to be rich,
Noah!"

Noah nodded. "We will save up for six
months or so and by the time you give
birth, we will rent an apartment with
running water, electricity, and gas, the type
that has a shower room. I know you are the

type of woman that enjoys looking
beautiful "

Jane pushed Noah gently. "Eat first, Noah,
then take a nap. A job like that must be
exhausting.”

Jane pushed Noah toward the temporary
make-shift bed and wiped his hands and
face clean for him before putting the food
for him. After lunch, Noah laid on the floor
with a contented expression. "This feels so
good. Even if I only get to rest for half an
huur here at noon, it would still be enough
o kee mE:gomg”fclnlthehrfst of the
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Jane looked at him empathetically. “You
~ mus be exhausted, Noah." : R

|'H!al| I'. |

turned around to study Jane's belly. “Do
you think it's going to be a boy or a girl?”

"What do you think?" she asked.

"A girl. I would love to have a girl. We will
save up for her to take piano lessons and
dancing lessons and send her to college.

She will be as beautiful as her mother when
she grows up.”

"Girls are often closer to their dads, Noah.

She is definitely going to love you most in
the future.”

Jane kept referring to Noah as the father,
as though she was acknowledging him as
the father on the child's behalf. Alex's eyes
flared with rage as he watched from the car
and, at that moment, he made a decision.
He pulled out his phone and called
Sebastian.

"Sebastian, I want that man by Jane's side
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‘Sebastian could sense the envy mlﬂa :
Alex, this isn't you. You have always be a
gentle person,” Sebastian said after a few

minutes of silence.

Had it been Sebastian in the same
situation, he might have killed the man
without hesitation, but Alex...

"That's my child! Should I let the baby call
some other man ‘Dad'?" Alex questioned
hysterically.

"Then take Jane back!" Sebastian retorted
calmly.

"What's wrong, Alex? 1 didn't agree for you
to take Jane home the day before yesterday
because I was worried that she might kill
herself. But your situation has worsened
since then, so take her back straightaway.
Sabrina and I will try our best to convince
her to get back together with you."

Alex scratched his head miserably. "It's too




‘But Jane's heart belongs to that mann

Al

*-' lex could not bring himself to finish fﬁé '-
~ sentence.

. *_"gebastian understood how Alex felt.
| Back when he was looking for Sabrina, he

had failed time after time until he finally

found her in Ciarrai County. He had wanted
\ to crush every single bone in Zayn's body
' and toss him into the sewers, but he had

also spent a long time observing Sabrina,
. and realized that she did not love Zayn. The
. two had lived together for six years but on
top of referring to one another as brother
and sister, they never slept in the same

Toom.

One night, Sebastian snuck into Sabrina's
home and listened in from outside the
window, Sabrina was dreaming, shouting
the entire time, "Don't leave me, Sebastian.
Don't leave me. Don't leave me. Will you
marry me, Sebastian? I love you."

Therefore, Sebastian had known what

S ‘hr‘ina was :really thmkmg by the time he
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.fureaskmg, What What areyou rying
to say?"

"Alex, there are plenty of good women out
there," Sebastian continued in a pained

tone. "If you want to, the women who would

want to marry you in Kidon City alone are
enough to circle around the city if they
stand hand in hand..."

“Bullsh*t!"

"Alex, you were the one who chased her out!

"And now I am getting her back! What are
you getting at, Ford??" Alex retorted in the
tone that sounded as though he was going
to turn against his blood brother.

Sebastian sighed. "Alex, just as Sabrina had
said before, Jane is a human being. You
didn't leave her any chance of surviving
when you chased her out. She came so

close to dying with a child in her belly and
it was this man who saved her. Of course
she would end up falling in love with him.
Why can't you put yourself in her shoes if

ve her? If you force her apart




i u've changed, Sebastian,” Alex said in 3

an exhausted voice. "You've gone soft. You g
" - . " i
- weren't like this before.

|
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Sebastian whispered emotionally. "I'm
already a father of three, Alex. Sabrina is
pregnant again, and this time with twins.”

"But what about my child?? My child is

never going to call me ‘Dad’ now, Sebastian!
" Alex shouted in despair.

Sebastian sighed again. "Fine. I'll have it
taken care of."




| "Thanks, brother!""

Sebastian chuckled. "We are blood brothers,

there's no need to say thank you between
the two of us.”

"I'm going to hang up now."

IIDkEY.Il

After ending the call, Sebastian called
Kingston and said, "This has to be done
secretly. Rescue that man without alerting

Alex and give him enough cash before

sending him overseas.’

"This must be difficult for you, Master
Sebastian. The world thinks of you as some
merciless murderer and now you are
saving someone's life, someone that's a
love rival of your best friend no less.."
Kingston responded.

Sebastian smiled bitterly. "What exactly did
that man do wrong that deserved to get
hn:nself killed by us? Do as I say and make

h _t,he never gets to see Jane ever
| | Lo
‘ ' |||'I ||||| || I|||




up, T hope you find happiness, Alex.

Meanwhile, Alex gazed up to find the man
helping Jane up the rickshaw underneath
the bridge. The man had to head back to
work, and Jane needed to head toward the
restaurant to wash dishes. Alex followed
Jane all the way to the restaurant and

watched as she went in with her hand

supporting her belly

"Jane, it will only be a few days from now

and you won't have to wash dishes
anymore,” Alex whispered to her. "Come
home with me and you will have all the
servants you want to boss around. I'll find a
way to satisfy you, even if you ask to eat
dragon meat. I'll wash your feet for you. I'll
have your toothbrush ready with the
toothpaste already on 1t. I'll wake you up
every day and make you breakfast.”

Just as he was speaking, Jane snapped her
head around right before going into the

restaurant as though she had heard him,
and for a split second, her eyes met with
Alex's. However, Alex was seated behind
black glass windows and Jane could not




“Start the car,” Alex commanded Andrew
the driver calmly.

Surprised, Andrew asked, "Master, are... Are
we not continuing with the stakeout?”

"Drive to somewhere slightly more hidden,”

Alex responded impatiently.

"Yes, Master!"

Andrew drove the car over to somewhere
hidden. For the following days, Alex would
follow the couple from the hostel all the
way to the bridge and remain there to
watch Jane before getting Andrew to drive
into the shady area near the restaurant in
the afternoon. Then, he followed Noah and
Jane back to the hostel at the end of the
day. The stalking routine had been
extremely dull, but Andrew did not dare to
protest as Alex remained focused the entire
time. The only thing that had brought Alex
comfort was that Jane and Noah never
spent the night together, Noah insisted on
maintaining their boundarnes despite Jane'
IL_S_ constant invitation. Alex respected Noah

on ﬁﬂfe buttum uf 1115 heart for what an




* That man is truly something.’ However, the
more he thought about it, the more jealous
Alex became.

Four days later, Alex received a call from
Sebastian.

"Alex, everything is in place. The man will
be recruited to a construction site and a
certain accident will take place.."
Sebastian said calmly.

"How do I begin to thank you, Sebastian?”

"That man has a mother of old age. Both
Jane and him love and care for his mother."

"I will respect the old woman and take care
of her for the rest of her life like she 1s my
own mother.”

"Okay," Sebastian said, before describing
the entire procedure to Alex and teaching
him what to do in order to comfort Jane as
soon as it happened.

Alex listened attentively to Sebastian's
~ advice and would compliment his friend

. ne who 'has a m e. Sebastmn\. how

: "
pnﬁm Adeast
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ydvice and would compliment his frienc

now and then. "As expected of _

eone who has a wife, Sebastian, how  '
‘could you come up with so many ideas?"

~ Just as Alex was completely focused on his
- conversation with Sebastian, a figure
appeared before his car.

Alex was instantly frozen in place. "... J--
- Jane!" :
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| "--Sabastlan paused out uf shnck on th;a
end of the line and asked, "Alex, what did'

you just say?"

Over on the other side, Alex had already
hung up. Never had he imagined that Jane
would approach him while he was talking
to Sebastian. Jane knocked on the window
and Andrew opened it. Without any
warning, Jane had spotted Alex from
outside the car.

Jane seemed composed at the sight of Alex.

"How many days have you been here?" she
asked.

Alex, on the other hand, felt as though he
had been caught doing something wrong. "J
--Jane..."

Jane smiled miserably. "Mr. Poole, will you
just give me a quick death?’

It had been four months since they had
seen one another and the re-encounter felt
like it had been centuries. Alex felt dazed
hk\p he was in some sort of fantasy; while
lan s‘tnne snunded as distant as though




past eight years. Not to mention that she

had borne his children before and was still
pregnant with his child at the moment. Her
tone reflected the composure of someone
that had thought everything through,
which made it seem as though there was
nothing between the two of them -- not
love, nor resentment -- even when she was
speaking of her own death

Alex felt his heart aching as though

something was stuck in it. He stared at
Jane dazedly and struggled for a while
before finally muttering, "Jane, y--you..
You have gotten thinner”

Jane snorted. "You, on the other hand,
haven't changed one bit, Mr. Poole. Still the
same pretentious man as you were before
You could still be smiling at me even if you
plan on killing me the next second.”

When Alex did not respond, Jane cocked
her head to the side with a mischievous
grin and said, "How about that, Mr. Poole?
My understanding about you has been

| rather accurate from all the years I've been

with you, hasn't it?"




ane laughed 1n disbeliet. "Mr. Poole, 1t--it's
not even funny anymore for you to ask a
question like that. [ already know all about
how much you want me dead from the
third day after you chased me out. I almost
died on top of a mountain; I came close to
being raped by half a dozen vicious men
before death, and now you are asking me
why I think that you are here to kill me?
Alex Poole, am I that stupid in your eyes?”

A deep frown appeared on Alex's face. "
What did you say? L--Lily did that to you?"

Jane was so furious that she started
laughing hysterically. She stared at Alex
and laughed until she was rocking back
and forth, unable to say a word. After a
while, she sighed a long breath and said
decisively, "Come on! Kill me!"

She then closed her eyes and calmly waited
for her death.

Though the sun shone bright and there was
not a single cloud in the sky that day, the
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shmmg military boots and with bi
of over 1.8 meters, he oozed an air of
incompatible authority; the woman across
him was pale with her hair hanging
loosely. She was wearing a cotton top that
had been out of fashion for decades. The
cotton top was slightly too big and wide on
the shoulder, but still she could not button
1t up around her belly. Her belly was
slightly swollen and exposed on the outside
and at the bottom, and she was wearing the
type of cotton pants that only old women

would wear these days. She was no longer

wearing the black workers’ boots from a
few days ago, but a pair of old hand-made
cotton shoes. However, her outfit did not
conceal Jane's true beauty in the slightest.




Chapter 1487

Instead, she looked even more beautiful
than before. The beauty stemmed from her

composure, her pregnancy, the little

freckles on her face and the fact that Alex
was no longer on her mind. Back when they
were together, Jane would look at Alex with
eyes filled with admiration and love --
boundless love; and now, all that was left in
her eyes when she looked at Alex was
defensiveness and determination. She had
not raised her voice at all, but her calmness
resembled the terrifying peace before the
storm. Even Alex did not dare to pull Jane
up into his car at that very moment. He
scanned Jane up and down before noticing

the bag of leftovers Jane was holding in her
hand.

“There's no need to look at it! I didn't buy
these with money. The owner of the
restaurant was kind enough to let me pack
the leftovers to take away."

Coincidentally, the entire restaurant had
been bnnked fur the aftemnnn bgr a famlly




until noon. Working for one morning and
one afternoon tomorrow would make up for
today and the owner would still count her
salary accordingly. Before she headed out,
the owner passed her another bag of
leftovers,

"Pregnant lady, it's not much but still it's
better than eating plain bread every day.
Just heat these up thoroughly and that
should kill all the bacteria."

Jane headed out after thanking the owner
Around the corner, was a car that she had
noticed from a few days ago. She did not
pay much attention to it before, but
somehow, she kept feeling anxious today
as though something bad was about to
happen. When she first stepped foot into
the restaurant, she kept getting the feeling
that someone was calling out to her from
behind, but when she turned around, no
one was there. She started looking around
her after walking out of the restaurant and
spotted the same black car again.

It was a local license and, based on the
model, it could not have cost more than a

couple tens of thousands. Out of the

assumption that Alex would not have been

‘in a car like that, Jane walked up to the car
. casually with the bag of leftovers and a




casually with the bag of leftovers and a
hand supporting her pregnant belly. Never
had she thought that it was really Alex in
the car. He had finally found her without
warning. The way the two stared eye-to-
eye at one another was something that one
would only see in a movie: a majestically
tall and handsome man, and a pregnant

woman who was so poorly dressed that she
looked no better than a beggar.

The ragged pregnant woman grinned
fearlessly in the bone-chilling wind. "Alex
Poole, you might not believe me even if I try
to explain tens of thousands of times, but I
didn't try to take a single penny from you!
But then I thought about it and realized

that this has nothing to do with money.

“That ex-girlfriend of yours brought half a
dozen strong men and dragged me to the
top of a mountain to take the bank card
linked to the account containing one
million; how could you possibly not know
about it? Without your permission, who

. would have the guts to kidnap me from

I i j.:'mil:x-hpus'e and up to the mountain in order
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You bimlﬂy didn’t for me
| ued by someone else an ﬂ
E ou came after me yourself to flmsh me off!"

:r:,' B
Jane closed her eyes. "Do whatever you b

have to, Alex Poole, I've been waiting for 1
this day for so long." |

"Jane, come home to me," Alex said ina low
voice.
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Chapter 1488

Jane gazed up at Alex in contempt. "What
did you say?"

Suppressing his urge to hold her, to take his
own Jacket off and put it on her and carry

her into the car, out of fear of provoking

her, he responded calmly, "You were right,
Jane. I've been following you for days. I was
worried that I might scare you into acting
frantically, so I didn't dare to approach you.

['m telling you right now, I'm not here to kill

you. I'm here to take you home."

"..." Jane looked at Alex. A smile appeared
and disappeared repeatedly before she
threw the leftovers in her hand onto the
ground abruptly.

The leftovers immediately started leaking
out of the bag and Alex's gaze
subconsciously went down to the food that
was inside the bag. There were prawn
shells, bones with only half the meat
hanging from them, and even a piece of
bread that had been chewed through
halfway. His heart ached at the sight as
_thnugh someone was cutting into it.

| 'Thm This is what you take home to eat?
| ;-_ ahIeal:i't th.eae suppused to be used for




feeding livestock?”

Jane did not respond directly to Alex's
question, but instead gritted out furiously, "
Alex Poole! A life is merely a life' I am
standing before you right now! How much
could you possibly resent me?? Tell me!

How much do you hate me?? No matter

how much, I'm already here, willing to offer
my life! What else do you want??"

Two streams of tears rolled down her
cheeks. "Let me guess, your most beloved
Lily is asking you to take me home alive
and to bring me back so that she could
torture me as she pleases, right? I knew it!
Four months ago, she recruited half a

dozen men who tried to rape me but failed.
She hasn't been able to sit on that, has

she?? Alex Poole, is being your ex-girlfriend
my crime? [ didn't even know that she
existed when I was with you! All I knew

was that you didn’t love me, but I've never
forced you into doing so! I left immediately
when you told me to! What would your ex-

girlfriend insist on tormenting me? You,
and your ex-girlfriend, your current fiancée,
| slmply have to sit on a couch with wine in




| Atthis point, Jane's eyes had already been

 filled with tears. She defensively wrapped
her arms around her belly and glared at
Alex with eyes filled with tears, fear, and
determination.

‘I won't go back with you, just so that you
and your fiancée can watch as I get raped
and tortured, Alex! You... It's your child I am
bearing, Alex, how could you be so cruel?
Do you really have the heart to watch your
unborn child turn into a puddle of blood
right before your eyes?"

"..." Alex could not say a word. He had never
felt so helpless in his entire life. Jane was

hysterical and he did not dare to get any

closer, even if it was to support her with a
hand on her back, in fear that she might
just run toward the car the next instant.

"Jane, calm down. Just calm down first.
You are pregnant, and you're right, that's
my child--"

” | ““F:BE It's your child I am bearing!"
4 |,l" .




1onth then Hn had b
Alex to come every smgle ? J{ n
'ithat she would not be able to escape him.
Never had she imagined that he would
manage to catch up to her in less than half ‘
a month, which was enough proof to |
convince her how dedicated he was at |
killing her, and perhaps, partly at the child

, 1
she was bearing as well? 3

"Alex Poole! You never rejected me whenI
sald I wanted to stay by your side! You've

~ never used protection, not a single timel'*%"

' ' ._'always me doing it! I've tried every me T

] 4.

e1s gkay?? While you just go tcr 1¢
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jumping up and down with my legsfaﬁ

alone in the bathroom? Do you know _hc_lw

many times I've washed myself? Do you

know how many emergency, or long-term
contraceptive pills I've taken? My body has
already become immune to those, but you
still won't use any protection! Haven't you
realized how easily I got pregnant in the
past one to two years? [ wanted to bear
your children, Alex, but not to the extent
that I would secretly go about doing that
when you are not willing to let me, only so I
can threaten you with the child! I've been
with you for almost eight years! I know you!
An unborn child aside, even if I manage to
give birth to this child, they would qualify
as a leverage against you! That's the iron-
clad rule of the elite community! There was
the old Master decades ago; there was
Sabrina’s father-in-law Sean Ford and now,
there's you! You are all the same! I get it,
Alex! I'm not trying to blackmail you with
'my‘ch’i]d' I got pregnant by accident! I went
'ihe h.bspltal, wanung to get rid of 1t, but
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-t hat matters anymnre M?‘

| going to live anyways. lwnntgum ou,

Alex. Tell me right now, if the only chmce o
have is death,” Jane said as she stared at
Alex and asked word by word in despair.
She unconsciously looked around her and
paled with the realization that cars and
people had gathered toward her from all
directions. Those cars were slowly pushing
on and had surrounded her. Some people
had gathered outside the circle formed by
those cars, including the owner and

employees of the restaurant who came out
to watch the drama.

"I've always known that something was off
with this woman. The clothes she wears
are so old and out of date, when her skin is
as delicate and smooth as any other
ordinary woman. [ guessed that she had a
fight with her husband and ran out, but it
seems like that's not the case. She was
probably kept as a pet by some powerful
. patron, who tried to run with the unborn
& phﬂlndmher belly so that she could hold the




int Bihe mldstufallthenoms om the
g f-crﬂ‘wd The gathering crowd had made her
| reallze what was going to happen to her. It
eemed to her that Alex was going to

capture her alive to satisfy his fiancee that
ears

came back from overseas. Jane shed t
of regret and smiled bitterly. "I regret it so
much. I should have never let you rescue
me. I regret it so much! why do I have to

suffer like this??"

She turned to stare at the front of Alex s car
viciously before bending down and running

toward the car in full force.

I have to hit my head hard enough to die
on the spot! If I don't, I'm going to suffer,

she thought.

Just as she was about to run into the car, a
person darted out of the crowd and held her

| _ ught "Don't die, Jane...
mmed amund and felt her heart smk



Chapter 1490

Noah held onto Jane desperately. "How
silly are you, Jane? Mr. Poole hasn't even

said anything about killing you and you are
already dead set on killing yourself. Have
you thought about the child in your belly?"

Jane looked at Noah in tears. "Leave! Go
home! Don't bother with me. You can't help
with this!"

"I'm yours!  am the man who's going to
marry you once you give birth! How can I
leave you??"

‘.. Are these two not even aware that I am
standing right here?’ Alex thought as he
approached them furiously and lifted Noah
up with one hand grabbing onto the back of
his collar.

Noah might have seemed muscular while
Alex looked slimmer, but the way Alex
lifted Noah was almost as easy as picking
up a tiny chick. He flung Noah to the side
mercilessly and blood instantly came

~ gushing out from the corner of Noah's




" and he had only heard from Jane that he
was someone of high status in terms of
both wealth and power. However, it was at
that precise moment that Noah realized
what made the man such a formidable
enemy: his extraordinary strength. Noah
would have been no match for him even if
he could multiply himself by three or five.

"Noah..!" Jane rushed over to Noah 1n tears
and embraced him. "Noah, are you okay?
Noah... You are bleeding. Noah..."

She turned around to look at Alex, who

stood furiously, sobbing, "Please...don't kill
my Noah. .. I will go with you, I'll go back
with you. Do whatever you want to me. I

will go with you...

Jane crawled, instead of walking, toward
Alex as she spoke. Garrett could feel his
heart shattering into pieces when he
arrived at the scene. He hurried over and
pulled Jane up from the ground.

"Mrs, Poole, you... You have misunderstood
o Master Alex, he doesn't want to kill you. He

" Lt helped," Fne 'DBh:EI way
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you? You.. Thank you for letting me and
Noah go last time. Thank you.. You.. You
don't understand. I'm not Mrs. Poole, I'm
just a maid in Master Alex's house.. Leave
me alone..." With that, Jane fell on her

knees before Alex again.

“Jane! Stand up! Stand up right now! You
need to stand proud! We can choose death!

Jane!" Noah cried out with his heart broken
at the sight.

Jane turned around and looked at Noah
with tears streaming down her face. "You
don't know this, Noah, but... but I've never
been a person with integrity. I had a lot of
siblings, including two older brothers, two
older sisters, two younger brothers, and two
younger sisters. [ was the only one who

wasn't born with a twin. Apparently I killed
my brother in the womb and because of

that, I was born into my family as someone

with no importance or integrity. My
siblings all had their rooms, toys and beds
- and I was the only one who had to sleep in




e corridor of the living room. The e _
them would gang up and beat me. k
. Sometimes, they would even prank me by
chaining me up and dragging me around
like they would a dog. I had no pride. I've
never had it. After that, my parents sold me
off to marry a moron in our town in order to
get the funding to support my younger
siblings through school. That family locked
me 1n for years and I spent all that time like
a prisoner. I didn't find my pride there in
that house either. But then, Master Alex

saved me. He fed me, bought me clothes,

and provided for me so that I could finally
live like a human being."
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